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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, B.C. 20207

Public Meeting on Asbestos
August 15,1977
10:00 a.m,

List of Participants

Opening Statement
Commission Chairman S. John Byington

. Michael Helton

U.S. Gypsum Corp. (20 minutes)

Julius Nemeth
Bondex International (10 minutes)

Harry Rhodes .
Union Carbidé Corp. (30 minutes)

Ciiodaan LihhAane
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Natural Resources Defense Council (15 minutes)

Barry Castleman :
Environmental Consultant (15 minutes)

Peter Simpson
Rustic Crafts Co.

Robert Rauch
Environmental Defense Fund (15 minutes)

3rd Floor Hearing Room
11317-18th St., NW
Washington, DC
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0f testing such &s eithar an optical scan or -~-

MR. NEMETH: Yeo.

COMMISSIONER PITTLB&‘.Dack in the days when you
d{d use asbestos, what percentage, by weighkt, roughly,
was the asbestos in the final product?

MR. HEMETH: ¥ell, in the Jjoint cements; probably
a little less than f£ive percent. \

COMMISSIONER PITTLE: Between four and five?

MR. NEMBETH: Yes, between four and five percent.
Now, that's an cff the top of my head judgment, somewhere
in that range. Spackling compounds as such would never have
had asbestos as an obvious part of the formulation, however,
that's a little side element thezre that we have nevexr put
asbesgtos as such into spackling compounds. But --

COMMISSIONER PITTLE: That must have besn 2

generic term that's --

KR, NENKETH: Well, no, %his is part of that talc

COMMISSIONER PITTLE: Oh.
MR, NEMETH: ~=- Procass.
COMKMISSIONBR PITTLE: Oh, d&id you use tale?
MR, MNZMETH: Oh, yes. ©Not in the Jjoint cement nu-=
in spackling compounds.
SOMMISEIOY PITTLR: Do VYOou Stili use <ale or

that -~
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"MR. ABMECH: Yes .

COMMISSIONER PITTLE: The termalitvie (ph) count?

nR, WHEHMERY: ¥Xo longsIr, no.

COMNISSIONBR PITRLE: Oh, but you &idr

NR. NEMETd: Yes, earlier, yes. All that went
out tha window as of April.

CO)LMISS?ONBP. PITTLE: Oh, X see, in April --

MR, MEMBTR: Whaa the televislon gtationa and
evarybody, and our distributors, and everybody, began
ealling, and that was the first we'd heaxd of it.

COMNISSIONRR PITTLE: I completely agree with
you, the regulation through the press is probably not
fnir wheon thaere's not a c¢hance to evaluzte all of the
avidence.

MR. NEMBTH: Yes.

COMMISSIONMER PISTLR: It's just something ~--

MR. KBMETH: Nevertheless, at that point --

COMMISSIOMER PITTLE: It works both ways.

MR, NEMETE: 0Of dgoursae 1t dcee, and ri that point
va dropped everythiag, vwhich whan I say that, when you do
-~ whon yow ¢hintk you'ra on schedule, and then &1l of

2 sudden from thot podnt om everyébing beccmes & crash

program, why some of these things ve'~Te still catchiing
up 09 .

COMNMLSSIONSER FITTLE: Via 't asinze




