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Subjcct: Request for Performance Fvaluation of J.lM
"Marinite’ Joiner Bulkhcal Panels Aboard
S¢Ss SEA WITCH as Result nof Collision and
Fire on June 2, 1973 with S.S. ESSO BRUSSELS
Reference: (a) Mceting at MarAd, October 18, 1973 attended
byt
i Mr. P, F. Cogpins = Johns Manville Co.
Mre Lo Ds Polland - MarAd
Mr. B. Tower = MarAd
Centlemen:
‘ This {s to acknowledge our conversatjcn during the occasion of Rcfcrencz (a)

meeting. Your request for our evaluation of the subject material based
upon our survey of S.S. SEA WITCH after the fire may best be answered by
quoting, in part, from my own report !~ the Maritime Administration.

5 « !Joiner Bulkheads, lininns and ceilinrs As specified in MarAd

Material Specificaction 32=-Mi-3b are of abestos fiber, hydrous
calcium silicate and an inorganic binder. In every case thea
“warinite! macterial preserv~:! the integrity of the space it was
designed to protect. Only in way of the reefer explosion where
the paneling was blown down did fire break through and consume

the contents of the space. 1In contrast, the flammable macerial

4n ESSO BRUSSEL'S joiner worl was largely responsible for the
complete destruction of the nccommodation spaces and the attendant
loss of life aboard that ship."
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12 « "Hundreds of American seamen owe their lives to the use of
asbastos based calcium g{licate bulkhcad matertal.

Tho elimination of asbestos based materials is under serious
consideracion in viev of health hagards apparent in manufacture
and ficld cutting. It has beecn shown that asbestos dust has ,
been responsible for a form of lung cancer known as 1
mssotheliona.

Correspondence with manufactures in this country reveals that
significant stcps sre under way to sliminate the hazard, If

we are to cffectively continue to safcguard American ships [rom
fire hazards we should approach with csution the elimination of

ssbestos which has no substitute known to yg., with equal fire
resisting integrity.” )

We hope that this fulfills your request and may we take this opportunity

to thank you for-the cooperation you have displayed in past years wilhout
which our spacifications would cartainly have been incomplete and infinitely
more diffficult to maintain.

Sincerely, .
#e\h -2 @m‘
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LEOK D, POLLAND .

DPivision of Ship Design
Office of Ship Construction



