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- December 4, 1936

Mr. C. J. Stover,
Inquirer Bldg., 1l6th Fl.,
thiladelphia, Pa.

Re: alr Hygiene Foundation of America -
Yembership Yeating of Nov. 24th

Dear ¥r. Stover:

I am writing to report upon the zeetlng of the
members of alr Hyglene Foundation of America, Incorporated
which was hsld in Pittsburgh on November 24th.

The meeting was attended by a large and most
enthusiastic group comprising approximately 200 persons.
These consisted of members, guests of ths Foundation and many
specialists in the field of air hygliene - medical, englneer-
ing, legal and governmental.

Dr. A. J. Lanza, Medical Director of Metropollian
Life Insurance Company and Chairman of the Medical Coomittee
of the Foundation, addressed the meeting on bdehalf of his :
Comxittee and gave a briaf summary of the iaitial report of the | -
Mecical Committee, which has a0t as yst been published but -

‘publication of which {3 anticipated shortly., It is my bellef - -

that this Medical Committee report will consiitute a o jor @uimiil:
contribustion upon the question of dust diseasss from the medi-
cal viewpoint. It #ill contain a sumary of the best scientiflic
opinion upon many of the difficult problems involved and 1its .
publication is eagerly awaited by all industries having an .-
actual or potential dust hazard.

Professor Fhilip Driaksr, of the Harvard School
of Piblic Zealth and Chair=an of the Preventive Engineering

Corzittee of the Foundation, discussed the protlem from tie- .

engireering point of view with special emphasis upon preventioz
thrsugh dust aliminating apraratus and respirators. I have
already provided you witk & copy of Bulletin No.' 1 of the Pre-
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ventlive Ingineering Series of the Foundation., Turther valuabdle
contributions are anticipated from this Committee.

- Mr. Alfred C. Hirth, Chairman of the Legal Coamittee,
summarized the work of his Committee during the filrst year of ths
existence of the Foundation. You have been provided with the seven
parts of Bulletin No. 1 of the Lagal Committee and, therefore, have
some idea of the work performed by this Committee during the first
year of its operation, These Bulletins constitute a compllation
of the laws and court decisions of the 48 States and the District
of Columbia which have bearing upon the question of employer re-
sponsidility for occupational disease, They have filled a long-felt
want and conatitute a unique contribution. Secretary of labor
Perkins has praised these Bullatins in unqualified terms and haz
asserted that they have proved of great value to her and to the
Committees of the Dapartment of Labor which are conducting an in-
7estigation of dust diseases.

Mr. Theodore Watars, a member of the Legal Committee,
read to the meeting excerpts from Bulletin No. 2 of the Legal
Series, which is to be published shortly. It constitutes "a study
and criticism of provisions for occupational disease legislation”.
It i3 a splendid discussion of this problem and was enthuslastically
received. In view of ths fact that many state legislatures will
be considering the adoption or revision of occupational disease
legislation cduring the next few 7ears, the importance of this
thorough=-going analysis of what dust dissase legialation should
anc should not contain eannot be over-emphasized.

. Although the Alr Hygiene Poundation is approachiag
7arious problems relating to air hygiene from an anbiased viewpoins,
it is, nevertheless, ths creaturs of industry and is ths one iasti-
tution upon which employesrs can rely completely .for a sympathetic
appreciation of their viewpoint. Its aim is to maks an honest — -
effort to appraise the evil, to advance scientific knowledges of 7
many of 1ts doubtful aspects and to suggest remedlies, both preventa-
tive and curative, As such, 1t deserves and should receive the ,
‘unqualified support of all members of industries faced with a dust
disease hazaxd, :

Membership through trade associations will no longer
provide amployers with the benefits of the Poundation. I am enclos-
ing herswith a quantity of membership application forms and of
schedulss of memberskip charges for 1937. I urgs that you provide
coples of thess applications, together with the scals of charges,
to all nembers of the asbestos industry and I hope you will see 71t

to recczmend tkat tiey particizate, through membership, in the
turdens as wall as in the benelics to be derived ::om tha contizued
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fanctioning of this Foundation. As you will note, provision is
pade for membership by "employer associations”. Such sssociations
are not required to pay the initial 325 "membership fee" and their
annual dues are only $50; however, as you will note, these members
receive only one file copy of publications of the Foundation which
the7 are not permitted to publish or subatantially duplicate for
use by their constituent companies. '

I am recommending that Johns-Manville Corporeation
apply for membership during 1937 and I sincerely hope that a large
proportion of the asbestos industry will be likewlse represented.
The plans of the Foundation for 1937 are ambitious in scope and
will necessarily call for ths expenditure of relatively large sums
of aoney. It is fortunate in having the whole-hearted co-operation
of the Hellon Institute, which is providing offices and laboratory
facilitiss together with the services of certaln members of its
personnel without expense to the Foundation.

You will also find enclosed herewith, for your files
and general information, three (3) copies of a list setting forth
the names of the officers, t-ustees and various committees.

. If you requirses any further information; please do
not heslitate to call upon me.,
Very truly yours,

(Signed) Vandiver Brown
General Attorney
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