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CHEMIGAL LINKS
T0 CANCER CITED

Doctors Tell of Problems in
Detecting the Causes
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When Dr, Percival Pott, a Brit.
ish physiclan, linked chimney
soot with ane: of human)-

factors in producing 3

. With the Jnowledge
thm\vothnwgdwsm
Cauée some cancers, thers is
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Doctors st the American Can-
cer Society's 13th science writ-
ers semin here
recalled Dr‘.ryl’otz': m‘by-
sarvation in 1775 as they
pointed out the difficulties in

Pl

8ls0 noted complexities in

ing the Interactions of these

cherleals,

chma Dr. Pott rocomlm
ey sweepers got

cancar, doctors have described

many other ean usually of
the zkin and bmu. rmﬁydnz

Cancer was , but not
diagnosed in

the im century whan Dr. Pott
reco an unusual numbg

s e o e
$ 0 sero-
tum. The vicims were chim-

ney s 2
mw thelr scrotal
carcer “foot-wart,’ Dr. Pott

wrote, adding, “I never saw it
mar the age of pu . vuchhy h
SUPPOSE, ONne reason w,
t!:um‘w nm mmby ’I"‘
surgeon
diseage. nr“."l’on diagnased it
Hn those small boys
about four to sfx ysars oid had
the unplessant of removing

soot from chimneys. "Thy fate
of these peopls seems singular
Iy hard’’ Dr. Pott wrote. “In
their early infancy, they are
most frequently treated with
great brutality, a aimost
starved with cold and hanger,
they are thrust up narrow, and
&pctlma hot ch uys..dwhex:

y are bruised, burned an
almost suffocatsd,”

Seldom did th have
chance to clean off the
soot that Dr. Pott, & surgeon
st St Bartholomew Hospital
in London, sus
many of thess

A partial list of ailments and
known

3 to which
u:aaﬂmenutn tnked inclnds
s cancers from severs,
chronic exposures to arsenic,
crude coal wax and tars, shale
oll, X.ray,- sunlight, creosots
ggcmdfcmlnmlon:bhdder

rom aromatic amines
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cancers from radium; |
m:oth?i!no—mu.

mory, called

from asbestoy, and nasal can.
cers from chromats dust. Best
knom: to‘c. lung cancer, from

. Jonathan E. Rhoads, the
:ﬁar socmy‘n president,
! *To the exteat that pro-
take u‘n‘m da ’!““ these

n, nger from
has bgh proportion-

sources
ately reduced.”
Sciantists said here that long
interval pariods and exposures
to mng' abtq:ims” dnagi;.
\Vhlch TR could .
ert subtle yet lothal manifes-
tations. such as cancer, made

it very difficult to detset car.
cinogens in the goneral envir.

onment. Fyrthar, t .
ments have {o on am'c
d“bmrwzl"mbcrto Sattiottl, asso-
clate scientific directop for car.
cinogentels at the Natiomal
Cancer Institute in Bethesda,
work has heen doae B sy
wa en

the combined offects of

surox to two or more
on the same animal™

Tharefare; he, Dr, Phillips
Khubik and Dr. R uonmano'
used hamsters to study wgu ef.
fect of a carcinogen d di-
«thylnltmnﬂm%bzﬂ) and o
common dust, forric oxide,

DEN injectinns are known to
eause lung cancers in about 8§
2:: cent »f trst animals. Dr.

fflatti said. Farrtc oxide dust,
alome NNt CIUSE CRUCOrS
in animals. But when these ex.

rimeniers  ehal the
gﬂN ln{n(ed ha re with
salt «dnxes of ferric oxide
aus(, 70 per cent of the ani-
mals developed luag cancers.

Fxteapoiating  fram  such
sfudirs 10 humanx is difficult,
the scirntints xaid,
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Ing stndiex, however, are mnk.
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