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Cancer link hunted at Monsam«

By A. DAVID GRAM
Union Staff

AMHERST — A new study of can-
cer dealhs ameng lormer employees

of lhe Mounsanto Co. chemical plant -

in Springtield bas found ke fatalities
may be linked te exposure lo materi-
ols used In making plastics.

A leam from Lhe Universily ol

Massachusells investigatlng the
deaths of 118 men who worked at the
Monsanlo planl In Springlicld’s
Indlan Orchard seclion found 34

were caused by cancer and may have -
' past exposures in the plant.™
Dr. Kennelh Roseaman, who .

scen work-relatled.

scaded the siudy, 3aid, “People whe
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worked there lon;er. who had a

longer latency perlod, had higher -

risks of dylng of all-malignaat neo-
plasms {abnormal tissue growths).”

The study was the [ifth conducled
at the company since snion officials
began demanding am Investigalion
inlo cancer dealhs of former employ-
ces In 1977,

Monsanto’s epldemiology man-
ager, Willlam Gaifey of St Louls,

said of the new study, “I think we'll *

know within a couple of weeks
tlon between Lhese excesses and any

The study was of lurmer emfiloy-
ecs who worked at (be plant while

the chemicals vinyl chlorlde and
polyvinyl chloride

.belween 1948 and 1975,

The rescarch team found one
death due to & liver cancer asso-
clated with exposurs to vinyl chlo-

. ride and said several other former

workers had mouth, digestive, lym-
phatic and lung cancers.
Older workers were foond lo have

& grealer rish of conlracling cancer, -

even with a shorl expasure to the

‘plastics studled.
whelher lhere veally is any connec-

Monsanto Is also reviewing a simi-
Isr study lhe company coniracled
with University of Pittsburgh pro-
fessor Dr. Gary Marsh, whoe fin-
ished that study last spring. He sald

were used.

cancer deallis were excessive but
could not be explained because “it
was virtually impossible to isolate
exposure lo Indlvidual chemicals.”
Rosenman crilicized the company-

wponsored sludies, however, saying

they “always looked at the total
work force, not al indlvidual work
sites . . . dlluting™ Ihe studies’ resulls,
he uld :

Rosenman sald his study, con-
ducled with the aid of a group of Uni-

- + versity of Massacliusetts tonicology

graduate students, looked sl two spe-
cilic work slles In the Monsanio
plant. -

The research leam wenl® through
employces’ medical records looking
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lind perturbing Is thal everylhing we .
sun into by doctors or anybudy else
doing research Is that it may be this
or may be that, it could be thal or U

could be this . .. nobody ever comics
out with anylhlng delinite.”

Put Hosenman said, “It is very dif-
ficull In anylhing like Lhis to speak in
terms of absolules. And you have to
remember thal wmany of these work-

-ers worked with up to 200 other
chemilcals,” which makes pinpointing
causc-and-eficct relialionships

for types ol caacer linked
sludies wilh exposure to vin
rlde and polyvinyl chloride,

Another portion of the siu
released shorlly will look at
ble Jink belween exposure
chemical formaldehyde
cxiremely rare form of tung
which alrcady has been foun
former Monsanlo employ:
worked wilh thal subslance,
man said.

Ruger Soucy, president of
chapler of the laternatioal U
Electrical Worders said, “"The

See MONSANTO
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belween :peclllc chc.micalg &

cer dufficult, he said.

Monsanto, the nalion’s fou
gest chemlcal company, ¢
approximately 2,000 at is
field instaltation.

The plant manulactures
vanely of plasiics fur comun
industrial wses, Including
rene, ABS aml SANS plasties
aldehyde resins and phenolic

The Sprloglicld plant s )
Monsanlo P'Listics aml Heslin




