April 24, 1936,
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Insurance Seotiom

Shell Petroleum Corporation
Shell Bullding

St. Louis, Mlssouri

Dear Sirs

Your letter of April 3.‘71:21 aonserning a eampenaatim

olaim for_- has been reeeived.

From the history given in your letter, it would seem
to me at lesst gravely doubiful if lead in eny form entered inte
this case. I am, however, referring your letter to Dr. Eehoe
our Hedical Director, with the raguest that he write to you direeﬁ-
ly on ths subject. ,

Ye will be very glad to cooperate with you in the
matier in any way possible.

We approoiate very much yonr bringing thie to our
attenﬁim and hope ycu will m; us in touch with any developments, e

yours,

Vary tra
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Shell Building
st, Louis, Mi
April 17th, 1936

RE3 AIM
VS,
CORP.-

ALLEGED INJURY 4-1-35
DUE TO INDUSTRIAL
POISONING.

Ethyl GasolinQECoréération
405 Lexington Avenue
New York City, New Yorke.

Gentlemen:

We are making a report of the su'bj,ect claim due to the fact that _'
claimantts doctor has recently taken the position that claimant's condition
was ocaused by lead and that tetra ethyl lsed was the probable source of this
lead, ‘

Claiment is a man 42 years of age and was employed from May 2nd,
1934 to April 2nd, 1935 at our Wood River Refinery as a Salvageman in the
Salvage Department. Application for compensation alleges that he becams
disabled from absorbing injurious chemicals and f umes while operating an
acetylene torch.ﬁ.‘ duties consisted largely of burning fittings
from salvage pipe and also of cutting long lengths of pipe with a regular
acetylene torch fed with propane and oxygem. Occasionally Salvage Men are
required to burn small quantities of lead linings from pipe connections
end fittings; howsver, as far aswe can debtermine ssldom burned
load from pipe fittings and probably did not burn any for at least several
days prior to the begimning of his disabilitye. Salvage work and burning of
pipe is carried on in en open field remote from plant operations and
claiment was not at any time confined in a building or any enclosed area,

claims good health all his 1ife, but had a cold a few days -
before onset of his condition. ’

b i

The i_’ql_lowihg ‘history was fécéﬁ%iy giveh one of our medical examiners:

MThe patient states since about October of 1934 his occupation

has been that of burning pipes, scrap iron and vaults with a burner
torch, propane gas and oxygen being used in the torch. He states
b6ften when burning pipes and containers fumes were thrown off which
he ocould smell and which would cause an irritation of his nose
throat and lungs, and of'ten the fumes would be s9 a‘hr,ong that 1:3

would have to turn his head to get air, Hs stat
wos dtm. 4 Ehe oot alny . o8 most of this wrk

He states on April 1, '1935 he was cleaning fittings eng |
, ngs and :
so he 3tood in a place so that he would havs g wind'biea;}:itﬁigo’ing N
windwbreak .being made by a galvanized buildine and a pile.of brisks
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e vane e - ANAZEA bui Lding was about seven and one-half feet highe.
" On this day, with rei‘erence to his position, he states he was
against the galvanized building about four and one<half feet from
' the apex of the triangle, He stetes the entire day of April 1st
he burnsd flttings and 8 lot of gas was created and that night en
going home and after he got home he felt very tired, in fact, he :
states he was so tired that he retired about 8 or 8:30 P.M. and
slept the en'b:.rre nigh‘h. Then he swakened the next morning he felt
stiff in the Joints. especlallythe ‘joints of the right 1eg and
he also felt drowsy. However, he attributed the condition to the
weather and the fa. 't thet he hed stood on wet ground, end he want ¥
to work that morning, He states that dsy mos'l: of the burning was ‘ E
done ‘oy his h¢1 r end he dzd +the ‘picki.ng up, that he did the
he s;e! f‘s,of*.lini ng. up. On going home that

a m’lle to theu cl

that he was beoc:
lot which was ¢
noticed he was b

.h use ’ and on' gcing dom an .’mc; ‘
k., He then wal d to *bhe parking

g ) he. h&d great ‘i;ffmu’ltyh getting to
his machine. When he got in his cgr both legs were shaking, he sat in.
the car for a mij or so until he calmeé down and then drove home,
n’hlle drtving home his legs felt cramped. on arriv:.ng Home, on the
Wit o took a hot ba.tﬂ and went to bed. That night
bed by cremps in his legs. The next morning he .
1ad severe paing in his legs, espaciany the right
leg. He stayed 'bed that c}ay and Dr. Robertson of Wood River was
called., He stdt . the doetor exsmined him and ga‘ve him a prescriptions
The next day, April 4th, his legs became weeker, he had to drag the
right log, and both legs pained constantly. The doctor again saw him
and \advised tha{: he be taken to the hospitel, and he was taken in an
autdmobile to hhé Bethesds HOSpi’cal in Saint Lou:.s. He had to be 1lifted
in d.nd out of the automobile, He 'states at the hospital his wife left
it up to the Superintenden‘h of Nurses to call a dector who would be
capable of handﬂ.ing his case, and he was seen by Drse Glenn, Henderlite
end Alford, On April 4th he was unabls to urinate and his bowels would
not move; as he' descrmbed it "his bladder and bowels were locked". ‘
He could feebly move his legs in bed but his legs were not strong
enough to stand on. He states about two days after being in the hospital
the paralysis had extended up to his waisteline, that he could not
move the trunik, and the paralysis also Involved the right andlittle
f:mgers on both hands, He states he could not cwlose the fingers and
could not hold aﬁjects in the hands, He could move his arms but had
no wstrength in them, He states hhat he experiended pains in the arms
but they were not‘ as sovere as the paind in the legs. On the day of
his admission to ‘the hodprhhl he ‘had to be catheterized, end he thinks
that sometime thit same day Dr. Gleen céme in and put in = retention
catheter which was left.in, Bowels did not move for seven days after
admission to the hpsp.’:'bél. - Water enemas were tried swithout results, and
11y glycerine was used end his bowels moved, 'About two days after
be::.ng in the hosp:.“bal & lumbar puncture was made., He states on about
April Tth, wh:.cil ‘was Sunday, he noted improvement, he noted that grip _
we. getting better and from that time on he gradually improved. He oo
t&;es he was not able to stand on his legs until about the ninth week
after the onset of ‘his condition. He left the hospital on June 1st,
- 1935, He states he still’ had the ‘catheter in hin and his bowsls would
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wout lexatives. While at his home after lesving the hospital
is a graduate nurse, would remove the catheter snd clean
it, end et the end of about two weeks he was able to void without the
cathetar?

There is no history of bed-sores at any time.

The patient states insofar as ha knows sensatlion in hls arms end legs
at all times was normal, but he states if he would rub his fingers on
eny -part of his legs there would be 'a sensation like pins and nesdles,
He states when Dr. Alford tested semsation with pins he could feel it,"

Early in the case claimaint®s doctor reported the case very obscure, with
possibllity of Polio myelitis, e gas poisoning, & cord hemorrhage, lues and maslige
nancy. Recently, however, in the face of pending litigation, this Doctor reports
as followss -

"The patient states that in the course of his work he was frequently
exposed to gasses resulting from the application of the high heat
to pipes containing various kinds of sediment. A mumber of gasses
are capable of woduecing the sort of symptoms found in this patient
and at first there was a loss in deeciding what particular gas might
be the factor in this instance, This is particularly hard to decide
when there is heet involved because the decompositon products of sube
stances are particularly hard to trace. Con31deraﬁly later on in the
illness the patient stated thet he was fregquently ‘orking with pipes
which contained tetra ethyl lead or were protectedTW1th lead in the
form of painte Tetra Ethyl lead is particulerly toxice substance for
the nervous system and frequently produces the picture displayed in

+ this case., Considering the extremely toxie nature/of the gas which
ocsused this condition it is concluded that lead is| the poisonous factor
and that the probable source of this lead was tetr ethyl lead depose
jted in pipes this patient had to cut up,

Tests for lead should undoubtedly‘have‘been run and would have besn
run except that the patient did not mention this cureumstance until
long after the beginning of his illness, Undoubtedly the severity of
the illness interferred somewhat with his mental processes in the
beginning "

Our examiners heve reached the following conclusions:

'"From the history of onset, course and present findings it would be my
opinion that his patient had en Acute Infective Meningo-MyelowNeuritis
from which he is recovering. This conditions is not dependable upon
any industrial toxins but is infective in origin and is due to either
a virus or bactarialwtoxin.

this situation.,
Yours very truly

. SHELL_PETROLEUM CORPORATION . "' .
.. Carl Barker

We would appreciate any comments you would care to make concerning o




