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Dear Sir,

Newells Inasulation Company limited
‘ ) Sprayihg Asbestos

-

. <. . ]
: Your letter of Blat Maroh addressed %o our-
Subsidiery Company, Hewalls Insulation Co.-Ltd,, at Washington
Station, County Durham, has beean sent .on to me for attenticn
as I deal with matters concerning the interpretation of the

i} Asbestosis Scheac and the Astestos Regulaticas.

I think it appropriete fir:ct .to mention that we
are, within this organisation, at all timss very desirous ¢f - -
: © -taking all precautions in vdnnsction withrthe use L -¢sdejtos -
{ fidre, and I an surc that the Senior Medical Inszpector of
: Factories would confirm that this iz s0. -4t the same tims it .
should be mzntioned that, so far az we understand the positien,
) the Asbestosis Scheme and the Regulations do not in general
1 ‘ apply to this Roberts Spray process, and that, by taking the
precautions we have, we are in fact already doing consideradly
more than comply vith any statutory. requiroments, Respirators
{ are worn dy thoce who are actually operating tho Spray lachines,
as they handle asbestos fibre when £1lling the hoppers ¢f the
| machines, but - so far as I understend the process = there is_
no dry asbestos dust after the hoppers have been £illed, as
L ' the sprayed material is a mixture and the fibre is damp,
Having regard to this it seexms to me that Regulation No,10 with
. =i geserd to recpirators coes not apply. - '

“u ) You will no &oudt appreciate that work by
. . E:Luterers in-a room or space on bdoard ship in which the Spray
achines are being operated is purely a Viar-time problem, l.e.
oa account of the urgeney -of the work, and I expect that even
under present ¥ar-time conditions this only happens ooocasionally.
Therefore, if there ia any risk, which I rathor doudt, the
plasterers are only involved occasionally, and I understond that
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. thiu simulta.neous ¥ork by Spray oparativu and’ plastu-era
Only takes place when the necessity of ecompleting the Job
Bpeedily makes this unevoidabdle. .

I understand that the question of the ‘use .

©of the Spray prodess generally doa board ehip is under
consideration by the Factory De,artment. and I xnow that ' °
- Dr, Xerewether has been in touch with our Subsidiary . '

Company, J« W Roberts Ltd, of Leeds (the holders of the

Patent), with regard .to this.question. It may be of
. 1nterest to .mention that although ‘the Spray process was

. patented sonms 13 years ago and hus been used for several
. years to a very consileradble extent indeed, there have been

(K. no casas of .asbaestouls enong any of the em,loyoos concerned.
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I should be vcry interested ‘Lo receive your
ocomments on the conteats of this letter, and if you think S
) 4--1t .advisadle I would- be .giad to :aue the gQuestion withem-. .
4 : Herewether .and obdbtein his viewa. ~ . .
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AR - . " Yours rutﬁmﬁi. iy
LT for TURNER & NEFALL LIMITED, - €
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