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Abwucr. Two cuo of acute !eukaemi3. one !)mphob:asti; 2nd 
tire orker rnjcloblastic, fdlouing ch:onic txposurc to tenz:ar in 
two rclatiws, 2 m3n and his pat:mal uncle, arc pruen:cd. T h e  
possibly sigdiunt role of genetic prcaispojition is  discussed. fr 
 as conclu!:d that some zerc:ic fxton were ?ii33:4 by chrwic  
exposure to Srnz:ne in thzs pa:ienfs. 
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The indilidual siijs:$ibility I I X  Sten  conjid<r:d 0i:t of :!le main fxtors  3 

in the incidence of chronic benzerx poisoninp ( B R O ~ S I S C .  1965;. Tker: zre + 
selveral studies i n  favcur of 3 grcxc variitian in iadi\idclal jGj:optil?i:it:/ .t 
[REJSEK and Reiskova, 1955; S.A!ILAHTT. 1955; Aicsov et cl., 197!j. Tr,: 5 
cause o.-ihis variation is not compldeIy understood. Accordins to BXOW:--~SC -$ 
[I9651 'the most probab!e explanation lies in inn3:e dlffzrecces in th2poterlcy -4 
of dife:ent individuals to carry out the metabolic de!oxic3!ion'. As early as 4 
1922 REIFSCHSEIDER suggested 3 possible firni!y sujceptibility. Il'e c2.n g i v t  .$ 
some examples from o w  series of chronic benzene p o i j o ~ n g  in support o f f  
this assumption. Two of our thalasjaemic patieEts with ap1as;ic snxmia  dire + 
to chronic benzene exposure, one fatal. werc brotkcrs [XKSOY 2nd EWE>!. 
19691. Also two patients with pancytopenia associated *ith chrorjc e.xposur:. 1 

d -* 
T h e  association between benzene exposure and leukaemia is known 4 

[V~CLIASI and SAITA, I964; AKSOY et 01.. 1972bl. Recently we studied two J 
patients with acute leukztmia in two generations following chronic exposare 4 
to benzene; one was recorded shortIy elsewhere ($.KSOY et a!.. 19732:. 

to benzene, one fatal, were cousins [XRsaY er of., 197221. 
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