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?:ii. CfCAK B. L''>'.'IS, 

boar c-ecar,

¿h is i s  in  r e p ly  t o  your l e t t e r  o f  Parch  12th  in  w hich  you 
asked  fo r  some in fo r r e t i ;.n  about an acc id en t  which occurred- in. 
con n ect i- 'n  w ith  c lean in g a tan k  a t  Ja c k so n v i l le *

e b e l ie v e  t h e r e  ..wist have bom  son® ads under stan d in g in  t h a t  
wo h ave no i¿u orv iat iou  abou t  an y d i f f i c u l t y  a t  any o f th e Jack ­
so n v i l le  t e r m in als*

I f  ;.r * Kohoa vias r e fe r r in g  in  h i3 te leph on e con ver sat ion  t o  th e 
acc id en t  v.h loh  t ’u> 'ra.:.: ,u t t a io  O il Company h ad, he probab ly  in ten ded  
t o  convey tno i u lb r u a t i  a i  t h a t  t h i s  acc id en t  occur red  a t  Tampa. Sore 
tiiafe &;.o. I gave you a  prelii.iin a.ry  r e p o r t  cn  th i s  occu r ren ce b u t  de­
fe r r e d  any fu r t h e r  i jn oxu n t ion  ir-astoucn a s Lr . Kehoe had asked fo r  
buo irJ'&rmativ-u d i r e c t ,  and i t  eras n ot  u n t i l  ;h rc&y o f  t i d e  week t h a t  
%/u »ore a . l e  t o  f i v e  any com plete st o r y  in  o r d e r  th a t  he might p r e ­
pare a fo r  th e Orange St a t e  o i l  peop le*

I t a l  red w ith  h r* hoheo in  -iew O r lean s y est e r d ay  and sm th e b asis 
;f  id s fin d in gs and th e in c o r sa t i  ext which we viera ab le  t o  p rov id e  

b in , th ere i s  e v i ¿©noe t h a t  alth ough  masks and one p a ir  o f  boots 
v/ero on th e  groun d, t h e  .wer. w ere persici t ted . to  recove th ose  cask s 
fo r  coa fo r t  w h ile working in  t h e  sp ik ed  tan k  a t  the Orange f i a t e  
O il Co.--u.any t e r m in al in  lam pa* t o  g lo v e s had been p rovided  fo r  t h ese  
.wrlauon. ih u» was ih® case  n otw ith stan d in g th e  fa ct  t h a t  everyon e 
con.* ootod w ith  t h e  Orango c ia t o  O il Company- from : a jo r  Car te r  who i s  
i ;i  ch ar ge , down to  th e foreman who d id  th e  work- had been, con tacted  

n se v e r a l  o ccasio n s by ,"r . i.’cCooley* I- ioreover, t h i s  sp ik ed  tan k  was 
t agged  a t  th e t im e t h a t  th e c lean in g was done and when, t h e  manhole 
cover  w .8 r ep laced , th e t a g  was y e t  back on th e t ank . A lso , th e regu ­
lat ion -  t an k  c lean in g in st r u c t io n s wore p osted  in  th e  or ile©  o f  t h e  t e r -  • 
v in a l ,  and Major C ar t e r  had a  copy o f  t h e » in  h is of f i c e  in  .Miami* In  
order  to  be su re  abou t  w h eth er o r  n ot  t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  tan k  was t agged ,
I had i-h ippa go back  t o  Tampa a l t e r  th e d i f f i c u l t y  was repor ted  t o  u s and 
fin o cu t  w h eth er o r  n ot  th e t a g  had bean  r e p lace d , ovan  t  heugh I had 
boon assu r ed  beforeh an d by 1-cCooley t h a t  he had p e r so n l ly  seen  t o  h avin g 
i t  a t t ach ed * I ce l i  eve I m en tioned in  a p r ev iou s r ep o r t  t h a t  we were 
n ot  ad v ised  o f  t h i s  ?auk c lean in g beforeh an d alth ou gh  th e Orango o t a t e  
O il Com;.any had been  in st r u c t e d  on a number o f  occasion s t o  g iv e  us 
uu l i c e  aud had beea ...rovitied w ith  p o st ca r d s fo r  t h a t  p u r p o se .

Dr. Dehoo, 7 u n derstan d , v d l l  sh o r t ly  p rep ar e  a  ocmplete r ep o r t  
:n  t h  s s i t u a t iu j which I proausse you w i l l  o b t a in  a copy o f .  In  
t h e  meantime, he h as asked  me to  determ in e tb© p resen t  con d it ion  
o f  t h e  o th er  Sour  non who were employed in  th e t an k o lean in g opora-

Kf7 0021117 N 24494



Mr. Lewis (Orange State Oil) I'ch  14-1S40 page 2

t io n  bu t  who a r e  no lon ger  in  th e employ o f  th e Orange St a t e  O il 
Company, and a lso  i f  p o ssib le  t o  in flu en ce  th e company in vo lved  
as w e ll a s  t h e i r  in su ran ce company, in  making a sa ti s fa c t o r y  se t ­
t lem en t  fo r  any damages t h a t  ar e  eq u it ab ly  in vo lved.

I t  so h appens t h a t  Orange St a t e  had fou r  sp ik ed  tank s in  F lo r id a -  
two o f which véeè- looated  a t  Ja c k so n v i l le  ana one at  th e Miami t e r ­
m in al. They have n ot  c lean ed  any t an k s sin ce  1936 and un dertook 
to  c lean  th e  one a t  Tampa on ly becau se th ey a r e  making some ch an ges 
and r e p a ir s in  con n ect ion  w ith  t h i s  p a r t ic u la r  t an k. I h ave had 
Ph ipps ch eck th e o th er  t h r ee  tan k s t o  be su re  t h a t  t a g s ar e  p roper ­
ly  in  p lace  and t h a t  tan k  c lean in g in st r u c t io n s ar e su p p lied  i f  t h ey  
have been lo s t  sin ce  McCooley provided  them.

l ie , o f co u r se , a r e  fo llow in g out th e recen t  in st r u c t io n  in  regard  
t o  your c i r c u la r  l e t t e r  abou t  sp iked  t an k s, and 1 had a ch an ce t o  
d iscu ss t h i s  w ith  McCooley when I was w ith  him dur in g th e e ar ly  p ar t  
o f t h i s  week. V/e see t h a t  we now h ave no a l t e r n a t iv e  bu t  fo r  him t o  
go th rough  tn e t e r r i t o r y  p e r so n a lly  and examine every' t au x in  which 
our  r eco r d s show t h e r e  h as been any un usual b len d ing. T r i s ,  o f co u r se , 
was done se v e r a l y ear s ago and a t  t h a t  t im e, th e t ag s were p rop er ly  
a f f ix e d  t o  a l l  suoh  tan ks in  t h is  Liv i s i  on . how ever, we c e r t a in ly  
do n ot  want a reoccu r ren ce o f what happened in  Tampa i f  t h e r e  i s  any 
way t o  preven t  i t ,  fo r  n otw ith stan d in g Orange St a t e’s d isr e gar d  o f 
th e t ag  which was a f f ix e d  to  th e tan k  a t  Tampa, wo st i l l  fe e l  t h a t  
h avin g t h e se  t a g s on th e tan k , h as co n sid e r ab le  v a lu e . For  your In ­
fo rm at ion , we ar e  n o t  a t  a l l  c e r t a in  t h a t  Orange Sta t e  may n ot  do 
th e same t h in g aga in  sin ce  even  now, th ey secai t o  lm ye.n o sen se o f 
r e sp o n sib i l i t y  fo r  what lias happened in  Tampa inasmuch  a s  th ey ar e  
in c l in e d  t o  fe e l  t h a t  i t  i s  p ar t ly  cu r  r e sp o n sib i l it y  fo r  h avin g 
sp iked  th e t an k , and p ar t i;/  th e in su ran ce company* s w orry fo r  any 
damage t h a t  i s  in vo lved . McCooley h as had co n sid e r ab le  su sp ic io n  
about t h i s  company ever  sin ce  th e begin n in g o f  ou r  sa fe t y  program 
fo r  th e reason  t h a t  n o tw ith stonding th e f a c t  he went over  th e whole 
si t u a t io n  w ith  theta in  Au gu st , 1936, abou t  th e p roper  procedure fo r  
n o t i fy in g  us o f c lean in g t an k s and p lac in g sp e c ia l  em ph asis on th e 
sp iked  t an k s, a l a t e r  in v e st iga t io n  showed t h a t  four  months a f ­
t e r w ar d s, th ey c lean ed  a sp ik ed  tan k  in  Miami w ith ou t  t e l l i n g  us a-
OOUt i t .

U n for tu n ate ly , t h ey  have clean ed  no tan k s sin ce  t h at  t im e and a l ­
though  Mao h as c a l le d  on them con t in u ou sly , we have had no ’way o f  
t o l l i n g  what t h ey  would be l i k e ly  t o  do i f  th ey had o ccasio n  to  c lean  
an oth er  t an k . As you ap p r e c ia t e , Orange St a t e  coraes un der th e c a t e ­
gory o f  a job b er : bu t  n otw ith stan d in g c e r t a in  in st ru c t io n s we h ave had 
t o  d isr e ga r d  job b er  t an k s, th e fa c t  t h a t  Orange St at e  h as la r ge  t e r ­
m in als in  F lo r id a and a lso  becau se fou r  o f t h e i r  tan k s were sp ik e d ,
Mac made every  e f fo r t  t o  keep on top  o f  i t  in  o r d e r t o  preven t  v;hat 
u lt im at e ly  h appened.

I  b e l ie v e  th e fa c t  t h a t  even  now th e Orange St a t e  people ar e  n ot
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concerned w ith  th in  p a r t ic u la r  in c id e n t , in d ic a t e s to  me th e kind

n it tm en ts f‘ro:-i th en  on a change in  »rays in  t i n s r egar d * I f  t h is 
can n ot  be don e, we w i l l  th en  t ak e  i t  up w ith  th e Arkan sas Fuel 
o i l  Company in  Sh revepor t  who.,,, vie u n derstan d , have now some con ­
t r o l  o f t h i s  company* and i f  we s t i l l  can  o t  ge t  t he  assu r an ces 
t h a t  we w ish , we w i l l  ask  you t o  d iscu ss i t  w ith  t he  C i t ie s Se r ­
v ice  people in  hew York. In  th e meantime, we have been  assu r ed  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no tan k  c lean in g p lan n ed fo r  a t  l e a s t th e n e st  month 
and we fe e l  we ar e  r eason ab ly  sa fe  n ot  t o  have a reoccu r ren ce be­
fo r e  wo ar e  a c le  t o  se t  up th e n ecessar y  safe gu ar d s*

ever , x an p lan n in g on m eet in g k&c in  F lo r id a  'w ithin  th e n ext  
tun  weeks and a t  t h a t  t i n e ,  I  expect  t o  go t  some d ef in i t e  co:a-

Vory t r u ly  your

.c/ f . l • J.Ï • C o st e l lo .

bCooley.
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