Lareh 1d, 1840

i yonr lettsr of tarch 1l2th in '-:,r.xic’st», Iou
acied for sove inforueticn aboul an aselideon®t which cccurred i
¥ a 3

copaeeti- o with cleaning vank ot Jacksonvillse

e beiieve there Lust bave Loen some wisunderstanding in that

o Leve no fnfornetion about any diifliculity at any of the Jacke
sonvills toermainalsg.

re Zwigs was relerring in s telepoone convers sative Lo the
cend widien The g Lhebs (B3 Coopeny bad, Le ;;msma;iv intended
vey tno inlorvabicn thet this accldent cocurrsd at Tampa. Sowm
a;;\o. I pave you a nreliadnary revort on this cccurrence bub de-
4 any Cdurthep iuforsation inygsvuacen Q8 Lre Aohics had asked Ior
fenwavion direct, and 1t vas .?‘;-:}‘i; unbil Jonaesy of tids week that
We Wore acle Lo Glve ety cuuplete er that ne might Lre-
Tuig oa revert for Lhe draug L::‘i:&'i:e

in Yow urleans yesterday an
3 il 't‘f:_:;- iaforoation wnlich wa Gers auvlc
ere 1 evidence theb althoun h rasks and one 2air ol Loots
20 Lhe rmm, i’r‘u were E;er,.m'ctad te renove those asks
couiort while working o the splked tank st the lGrenge Jtate
Copany bersinal in Tomavee o gloves hed been Lrovided for these
rmens fius was Lhe cove notwithstanding the fact thet evervone
cogoted with the Jrergoe Lfate GLl Coapmuye frow @ ajor Carter who ig
ia charge, dowy Lo the forevan who dld the worke~ had een contacted
a several eceasiung oy "r. Celooleye “;oreaovur, this cpliad tanl was
terzed ab the Lilies that the clesn:ng wes done and when the manhole
COVET YNB reﬁ;aww The *Lag wes vub beack on the ftank. Also, ths regue
lebion bonk cleesding instructions were goghted in the ofiice of the tere
imal, um. Yajor bar‘ter had & copy of them in hip office in imuis In
créer to he sure about vhether or not this perticular tank was tagped,

i the wsia
Lo Urovide

I had Ez‘gm go back to Tanpw efter the difiiculty was reported to us and

i oub whether or not the teg had vew replaced, oven though I had
weon assured belorebend by Yelooley thet he lad personily seen to bhaving
it atvacheds [ velieve I nentiosned in a previcus ragordt that we were
ot adwvised of $his vank cleaning beforehand ald bnez&,n the Grengo Stete
wil Cewcany had been instructed on a nwuber of ccoasivaos o z:iva us
aobice aind nad been rovided with postosrds feor toafh suriose.

Tre Iehoe, T uerstend, will shortly prepare a ocnnlete report
nobhi 8 situati.o wioionh I prosume you will obtain s cony ofe In

B3

the meantine, hw has asved Ho Lo dotersine the prezont condition
ol Tre otler four men whe were employed iz the tank cleauing vrora-
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tion but who are no longer in the employ of the Orenge State Oil
orpany, and also if poussible to influence the conmpsny involved
as well as their insurance company, in meking a satisfactory sei-

1

tlement for any damages that are egquitably involved.

It so happens that Orange State had four spiked teuks in Florida-
two of which uegelocated at Jacksonviiie ang one at the ¥iami ter-
minal. They have not cleaned any tanks since 1336 and undertook
to clean the ons et Tampa only because they are making scme changes
and repairs in comnection with this perticular tank. I have had
Fhipps check the other three tanks to be sure that tags are proper-
ly in place end that tank cleening instructions are supplied if they
have been lost since lcCooley provided them.

We, of course, are following oubt the recent instruction in regzard
to your eircular letter about spiked tenks, and I nhad a chance to
discuss this wikh BcCooley when I was witn him during the eerly part
of this week. Ve see thet we now have no alternative but for him to
zo throush the verritory persounelly and exemine every tem: in which
our records show there ag been eny wwsuel blendinze. This, of course,
was done several years &go and st that time, the Legs were properly
aifixed to all svch fanks in this Division. lLowever, we certainly
do not want a recscurrence of whetv happered in Tempa i there is any
wray to prevent it, for notwithshanding Crange State s disregard of
the tag which was affixed to the tank at Yemna, we still feel that
having these tanss on the tank, has considerable valuse. For your ine
formaticn, we are not at all certain that Oreange State may not do
the same thing ezein since even now, they seax to have.nu sense of
resporisibility for what has happened in Tempa inasmuch as they are
inelined to feel thet it is rartly eownr resvonsibility for having

viked the tardk, end partly the insurance cowmpanyts worry for any
daage that is imvolved. ‘i¢looley has had considermble suspieton
about this compeny ever since the begimning of onr safety program
for the reason thaet notwithstending the fect he went over the whole
situation with then in August, 1836, about the proper vrocedure for
notifying us of cleening tanks and pleeiny scecial emphasis on the
spiled tanks, = a later investigation showed thet four months af-
terwards, they cleaned & spiked tenl in ifiami without telling us a-
bout it.

tnfortunately, they have cleaned ne tanks since thet time and ale-
though Nac has called on them continuously, we have had no way of
tolling what they would be likely to do if they had cccasion to elean

nother tank. As you apprecinte, Orenge State comes under the cate-
gory of a jobber: but notwithstanding certain instructions we have had
to disregard jobber tanks, +the fact that Orange State has large ter-
minals in Florida end also because four of their teniks were spiked,
Mac mado every effort to keep on top of it in order to prevent what
ultimetely heppened.

I bvelieve the fact that even row the lracge State people are not
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concerned with this particular incident, indicates to me the kind

o
of preblex we have ad with thewm and peints out in some :ieasure
the aliost impossibility of’getti # cooperaticn fro- thome Love
gver, 1 au planning on meebing ¥ee in Florida within the next
two wecks and at that tise, I expect to get some definite coxe
dttrents fros them on a change in ways in this recard. I1 this
danrot be done, we will then *take it up with the Arkansas “uel
“il Cozpeny in Shreveport who.,. we understand, have now some conw-
trol of this companys and 17 we still cen ot get the assurances
that we wish, we will ask you to discuss it with the Citles Ser-
vice people in New York. In the mesntime, we have besn asgsured
that there is no tank gcleaning planned for at least the next wmonth
4 we foel we are reasonabvly safe not to bave e reoccurrence be-
fore wo are mule to set uz the x ecesqary safeguards.

Yery btruly yours,

SAC/FeL Je ie CoBtollo.

LCelicCooley.
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