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M A N F R E D  B O W D ! T C H  

D IR E C T O R  O F  H E A L T H  A N O  S A F E T Y

June lU, 1955

Robert A. Kehoe, M. D., D irector
Kettering Laboratory of Applied Physiology
University of C incinnati
College of Medicine
Eden Avenue
Cincinnati 19* Ohio

Dear Bobs

During my absence la s t  week a t  the AMA meeting, the enclosed 
fu rther information about the case of the Chinese baby was received from 
Dr. Byers. Yrnile we are s t i l l  fee ling  our way in  an e tio lo g ica l fog, i t  
seems a t le a s t  to  give p re tty  c lear diagnostic evidence.

I  fe e l  th a t I  am now in  a position  to  pass along to Dr. Byers 
some o f the comments in  your good le t te r  of May 2l;th, which I  sh a l l  pres­
en tly  do, with a copy to  you*

Sincerely ,

J V r  0 0 /£ ^4 i 98
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HAHDOLFH K* BIKES, M. £*

The Children*® Medical Center 

300 Longwood, Avenue 

Boston '

Jims 3» 195$

Mr* Manfred Bowdlteh 
Lead Industries Association 
!i20 Lexington Avenue
Host York IT , N* Y* > .

Bear Manfred* '

1 have your l e t t e r  of May 27th, and I  am a fra id  th at  i td ic n n Q t occur to  
me to  put a l l  the  data down about the  diagnosis in  the ’fB H ^ h i ld .

Mobody knows ju s t  when the onset of her disease was, as i t  was gradual, 
and the parents were sure in  re trospect th a t th© ch ild  had been poorly 
fo r  poae weeks before they brought her to  ua with c lear-o u t symptoms of 

. en cepha litis . In  addition to  encephalitis , she had anemia w ith many 
stipp led  c e l ls ,  about as many as I  have ever seen in  a blood smear, co— 
pro porphyrinuria, and a very high output o f lead  on Verssne. i?e got a 
2l;-hour specimen when the  ch ild  f i r s t  cam© in , a t  which iH e  she was 
c r i t i c a l l y  H I*  The output o f lead then amounted only to 30 sacro- 
grsjss per 2k hours, but she seemed so i l l  th a t I  f e l t  th a t  th is  leve l 
was probably not rep resen ta tive . X th ink 'on ly  a small amount o f very 
d i lu te  u rine, having a spec if ic  g rav ity  of 1006,  was excreted in  the  2k 
tours* The nest day we put her on Veraene, and she put out 3000 micro­
grams o f lead  and kept i t  up a t  th a t ra ts  fo r  a number of days on Ver- 
seno. Bach course o f  Vcrsene has resu lted  in  s l ig h tly  lower but s t i l l  
very patho log ical outputs o f  lead*

I  as unable to say exactly  what the lev e l o f load in  the mother’s blood 
was* Br. BuToit’s laboratory  reports th a t ,  spectroscop ically , the mother’s 

 ̂ blood load in  a t  the upper l im its  o f  normal, and I  have not been able to  
* ge t the» to  give rac say q u an tita tive  statement about i t*  The fa ther i s  

a student and usually  eats a t  horns, and he also does much of h is working 
there too .

I  s t i l l  have a fee ling  th a t somewhere the o r ien ta ls  are holding out on ua 
and th a t th is  baby has received medication o f  which we are  not aware, but 
I  don 't know how to  get a t  i t  any more thoroughly a t  th i3  t ic « . The fam ily, 
who a t  f i r s t  were qu ite  ready to  take, the  ch ild  out of the  hosp ita l to a 
w itch doctor, have I  think become qu ite  fond o f us late ly  and maybe in  t in e  
we w i l l  get the answer.

Bone changes by x -ray  were dubious*

Sincerely yours,

/ s /  dandy

K i r  0 0 1 4 7 9 9 Randolph K* Byers, M. D.
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To:

From:

Dr. Kehoe 

Manfred Bowditch

Further on the Chinese baby.
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