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June 1L, 1955

Robert A. Kehoe, M. D., Director
Kettering Laboratory of Applied Physiology
University of Cincinnati

College of Medicine

Eden Avenue

Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Bob:

During my absence last week at the AMA meeting, the enclosed
further information about the case of the Chinese baby was received from
Dr. Byers. While we are still feeling our way in an etiological fog, it
seems at least to give pretty clear diagnostic evidence.

I feel that I am now in a position to pass along to Dr. Byers
some of the comments in your good letter of May 2Lth, which I shall pres-
ently do, with a copy to you.

Sincerely,

VB 2 1M S
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¥y, Hanfred Sowditeh
Lead Industriea Association
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Tear Lanired:

I have your letter of May 27th, snd I em afrald that it ¢id not ocour to
ma to put all the data down about the diagnosis in the WHnild.

Hebody knowa Just whon the ouseb of her dlisease was, as it was gradual,
and ithe pavends were sure in pelrcupect that the child had been poorly
for some weeks befere they brought her 1o us with clear-cut symptoms of
. encephalitis, In addition to encephalitls, she had anemia with many
stippled cellsg, aboul as many as I have ever seen in a blood smear, co=
proporphyrinuria, and & very high output of lead on Versens. e got a
2h=rour specimen when the child first come in, at which tiue she was
critically 1ll. The output of lesd then amounted only to 30 micro-
grams por 24 hours,; but she seemed so 11l that I felt that this level
was probobly not representative. [ think only a small amovnt of very
dilute urine, having a specific gravity of 1006, was excreted in the 2k
hours. The nexb day we put her on Versene, and she put out 3000 microw
grams of lead and kept it up at that rate for a number of days on Verw
senge  rach course of Versene has resulied in slightly lower but still
very pathological outputs of lead,

I om uwnable to gay oxosctly whab the level of lead in the mothert's blood
wise 1tte TWToltts laboratory reportas that, speciroscopically, the motherts
tlood lead ia at the upper limits of normal, and I have not been able to

- get them to rive me any quantitative statement about ite The father ig

a student and uswvally eats at home, and he =lso does much of his working
there too,

I s%ill have 2 fedling thai somewhere the crientals are holding out on ua
and that thils baby has recelved medication of which we are not aware, bub

I don't know how to get at it any more thoroughly at this tire., The fanily,
wio at first were quite ready to take the child out of the hospital to a
witch doctory have I think become quite fond of us lately and maybe in tine
we will get the answer,

Bone changes by X—ray were dublous,
Sincerely yours,
/s/ Henay
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NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To: Dr. Kehoe

From: Manfred Bowditch

Further on the Chinese baby.
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