August 16, 1972

Mra. L. A. Popeseu
900 Bunty Roud
Delfware, Chio 43015

Daar Mrs. Popescu:
IH+86 Isad Glazes for Dinnerware

Thank you for your letter of June 9 regerding the possibility of toxic
substances being ralessed from your ceramic coffee mugs, I a&an not
answer your guastion regarding the compositica of the coffee«colored
vesidua but I guspect that thiv material is related to the coffee in the
ougs gnd posslbly to the detetgent baing wsed 4n your disghwasher rather
than through the vdlesse of substances from thesmug {teelf, Lesd or
cadmium relezse from ceremic glakes {8 colorless and wiuld be in such
small quantities even vhen hazardous, that you could wot ses it

Enclogsed is 3 copy of our boocklet “Facts sbout laed Glazes for Art

Potters and Hobbyists"™, In this booklat, several leboratories are listed
which can perform a lead ralease test for you. Without knowing the results
of guch a tast, it would be {mpossfble for we to speculute on the effects
of using these mugs over geveral years,

However, since the msjority of caramic ware is wunquestéousbly safe, X
would Houbt that your husband is {n any danger at &ll, If you sre concexrned
about lead poisoning, I suggest that your husbind see & physician md that
abloodlead:estbemonhim. .

Sincmly, _
j,.- §_ : _ )
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3. B. Cole, Sa.D. ™,

Director, Xnvironmnu/l Heslth ‘-_
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