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________ C am bridge______

F u rth e r  to m y le t te r  of Jan u ary  7 and com plying  w ith  y o u r  p rev io u s .
.. . req u est about full in fo rm ation  and d ire c tio n  re g a rd in g  the  dust 
• ;  -feituation* a t L ibby/i-l àm- a ttach ing  a  h is to ry  of th e  e n tire  dust, m a tte r  . .

a t L ibby 'w ritt 'è ri' by E a r l  Lbvick-as w ell a s  a  d u st cpnt-roLirçpbirt b j7 .
' B leich. ' ' : ; . , * >  .'*•* “ rs-./.j

As you' Know^ Svab at'■'Libby *an«Lwe rev iew ed  th is  .e n tire  sitalaticru.«-.; 
T here  is  an im m ed ia te  s tep  needed and *rhrch*had been  planned fo r 
additional dust co llec tion  in the d ry  m ill w hich is  w here  ou r g re a te s t  

. troub le  is .  The pu rpose  fo r th is is  to  b rin g  o u r dust count in line 
w ith the dust recom m endations of the  M ontana S ta te  H ealth  D epartm ent, 
I should say  that I found that the S tate of M ontana had in sp ec ted  L ibby 

-^oa-seyera l-O ecasions and fo r the  f i r s t  t im e  I saw  the  re p o r ts  which 
7w ere^re«iyed_^-at Libby but n ev er, se n t to  m e . O ur re c o rd  is  not as 

wn~ iV^_iCauTa~5~o~TnTi f i r  ~sa W e^ a a d e  ~ ~ •
‘ som e im provem ent but not n e a rly en o u g h .

The second -im portan t decision  m ade a t L ibby w as th a t we would 
move as. fas t as possib le  to  e lim ina te  the  d ry  m ill . T h is  has been 
our plan a ll along but because of ou r ba lance  p ro b lem  w e could not 
se e  the light a s  to  when th is could be done. We m u st en g in eer the 
whole job and I would hope that we could t ie  down so m e  kind of a 
definite plan by Sep tem ber 1, 1 9 6 5 ^  We ju s t  s im p ly  could not afford 
the  cost of reh ab ilita tin g  the p re se n t d ry  m il l  co n cen tra tin g  c irc u its  
to  m ake it  a m odern  and com plete ly  dust f re e  o p e ra tio n .

You understand  that we a re  not ta lk ing  about e lim in a tin g  the sc reen in g  
portions of the d ry  m ill which a re  n e c e s sa ry  a f te r  the co n cen tra te s  
have been d ried , but the p roducts handled in the  sc re e n in g  s ta tion  
should be re la tiv e ly  free  of a sb esto s  and s in c e  no co n cen tra tin g  is  
involved can be ra th e r  fully enclosed  and ven tila ted .
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G. W. Blackwood -  2 - Jan u ary  13, 1965

- A s^p r evitm£yy;_xegorted to  you, the  s itu a tio n  w ith re g a rd  to  the  
doctors andM arylS m i5G asualty ..is_under con tro l and we w ill aw ait 
th e ir  advice a s  to  anything fu rth e r  th a tsh o u ld  be done.

I am  d irec tin g  F loyd S tew art, who expects to  be in  L ibby in  M arch , 
to m ake-a  thorough inspection  a s  a  follow -up to  B le ic h 's  r e p o r t  on 
each of the  various dust producing  po in ts .

I should add fu rth e r  th a t the co n v ersa tio n  w ith D r. N elson c e r ta in ly  
indicated tha t th e re  m ay be a  lo n g -te rm  p ro b lem  w ith  so m e  of o u r 
em ployees a t Libby. No one knows ju s t  what e ffect the  d u s t in  th e  • 
m ill .and in  the op era tio n  has upon an individual becau se  we have a ll  

1 of th'e ex trem es.. We have som e m en who have w orked  in  dusty  
a tm ospheres ;fo r •'fcnany.years and show no. d ifficu lty  and o th e rs  who 
a re  re la tiv e ly  new em ployees «working in  le s s  dusty  a tm o sp h e re s  
wlm have tro u b le , and then th e re  .-a r e  $ lL s hades.-in betw een.

By a  new spaper-’a c c o u n t; th g  c ity  of Libby* has an a i r  po llu tion  
p rob lem  which is  a  r e s u l t  .-bt- hydrocarbons com ing fro m  autom obiles, 
and oil b u rn ers  as w ell as from  J . ‘N e ils ’ lu m b er op^rafcton.* None of 
our operations con tribu te  to a i r  pollu tion in  t h e ’tow n’except.^the 
spo rad ic  occasional opera tion  of the  expanding p lan t w hich is  down ‘ 
town. .
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□ g ro w s - .^ c C lr -T O t^ » f .th e .m in e ra ls  in  any of o u r d u st would 
_  s has a  know n-record  fo r  h a rm fu ln ess .

Of cou rse , w e ~ f e h a rm ful and the  only 
answ er is  co n tro l. I have m aae  r^hhy
and have in s is ted  that ev ery  e ffo rt be m ade fo r 
dust as w ell a s  in sis tan ce  upon the u se  of r e s p i r a to r s  by em ployees 
w here  they a re  n e c e ssa ry  and req u ire d .

Y our c r i t ic ism  and com m ents would be ap p rec ia ted .

S incere ly ,

J . A. K e lley

JAK:pf
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