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Bear S ir*

Ws a re  w r it in g  t h i s  l e t t e r  in  accordance w ith  ycX ^Yequest 
th a t  we rev iew  th e  d isc u ss io n  which we had ^k n ^p u r of f i c e ,  p o in tin g  
ou t th e  v a r io u s  argum ents used to  gupioprt our ¿$W p lan  o f p la c in g  a 
m eta l ta g  on tan k s  which have been f o r  b^M ding co n cen tra ted  f l u i d .

I t  has come to  our a t ten ^ ^ k  thpdj*^ th e past severa l years 
th a t d esp ite  hho e f fo r ts  o f  o i l  cam paftfadyseveral cases o f  s ick n ess 
and even death, have resu lted  in  conne ctXdk w ith th e c lean ing o f tanks.
The h is to r y  o f th ese  t a n k a  th a tN can cen tra ted  f lu id  e i th e r  
th rough  a  re g u la r  b le n d ip i^ p la n r  o^\through\soffie p a s t  "sp ik in g "  opera­
t io n  had been u sed . We/Kave no e v i^ n c e  a t  t h i s  tim e o f  any re g u la r  
lead ed  s to rag e  tank  haying g iven anj| t ro u b le  as  the  r e s u l t  o f le a d
being used  in  th e  g a so l in e .

\ '

T h is would seed s^ ts- ia ^ p ff te  t h a t  as an immediate program, we 
should  care fu lly~ S IX  tanks where co ncen tra ted  f lu id had
been used ./ /G e n e ra l ly  speak ing, th e  S a fe ty  Departments o f  o i l  companies 
a re  n o t ffU jtlliar w ith  t h i s  type  o f  hazard , and we b e l ie v e  i f  sa fe  to  
say. t h a t  fcfiey have n o t f f e a l iz e d  th e  f u l l  e x te n t o f  t h i s  danger.

■  ij& ssib ly  a d  A co in c id en ce , the  reco rd  shows th a t  a l l  po ison ­
in g s  have o d c u rre d ^ f f th in  companies o f  th e  so -c a l lod  "S tandard" group. 
These companies, we f e e l ,  a re  th o se  most l i k e ly  to  have adequate 
S a fe ty  Departments* P o ss ib ly  pome le s s e r  exposures have been encountered 
by th e  sm a lle r companies, b u t n o th in g  o f  a se r io u s  n a tu re  has been r e ­
p o rte d  to  u s . So i t  would appear th a t  some a d d i t io n a l  pre c au tio n  should 
be taken  even by w e ll managed companies in  th e  hope th a t  fu tu re  a c c i­
d en ts  may be avo ided .

We have no o b je c t io n  to  a company tagg ing  a l l  i t s  leaded  
g a so l in e  s to ra g e  tan k s  i f  i t  so d e s i re s  b u t t q  f e e l  in  view o f  our 
p a s t  experience th a t  th e  p a r t i c u la r  tan k s m entioned should d e f in i te l y
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c o n ta in  s  s ign  as described  to  you . I "  an in d iv id u al  i s  c a re le s s  a f te r  
having f i r s t  had your sa fe ty  eng ineers*  in s t r u c t io ns ,  o r i f  be ig n o res 
th e  n e c e s s i ty  fo r  such in s t ru c t io n s  a f te r  hav ing been compelled to  see 
th e  warning s ign  on th e  ta n k , your company would seen to have nade every 
e f f o r t  to  p ro te c t him, ana could n o t be charged w ith  n eg lig en ce . On th e  
o th e r  hand your f a i lu r e  to  comply w ith  « h a t i s  to  be made g e n e ra l p rac­
t i c e  in  r e la t io n  to  b lend ing tanks may p lace  you in  aa u n fav o rab le  posi­
t io n  i f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  should o ccu r.

«e q u i te  ag ree  w ith  your argument th a t  dependence upon s ig n s  
i s  si ra th e r  poor s u b s t i tu te  fo r  adequate sa fe ty  m easures. b e l ie v e  
tn e se  should be used on dangerous ta n k s , however, un t i l  a com plete study 
o f  th e  m atte r can be made as a b a s is  f o r  f i n a l  a c t ion .  I  a® su re  oar 
M edical Department would agree to  th e  removal o f  the  warning ta g s , i f  
th e  study  in d ic a te s  t i ia t  such ta g s  a re  unnecessary o r im p ra c t ic a l .

In  a d d it io n  to  the se t& i s ig n s , one o f  which we e re in c lu d in g , 
ws suggest th a t  p laca rd s  be p laced  in  th e  o f f ic e  o f a l l  r e f i n e r i e s ,  t e r -  
a in a l s ,  e t c . ,  where blended o r  sp iked tanks may be found. Two o f th ese  
a re  enc losed , one w ith  our s ig n a tu re , the  E thy l G aso line C o rp o ra tio n , 
and one b lan k , e i th e r  one o f which say be used . • .. ....

A ttached h e re to  i s  our incom plete l i s t  o f p o in ts  where emer­
gency f ie n d s  se re  made fo r  your company, he b e liev e  th e re  were .several 
hundred p o in ts  in  a l l  and ore understand  from our discu ss io n  th e  o th e r  
day th a t  you a re  going to  in v e s t ig a te  th i s  m a tte r th a t  r.& may have proper 
in fo rm ation  on th o se  tanks which may o f f e r  some unusual h azard .

Very t ru ly  y o u rs , -

i'sC-GL
E nclosure /

cc : D r. R.A. Eehoev'’ 
c c:--Mr*'. “R". C 4-  Murphy-—'
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