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LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION

Groybar Building, 420 Lexington Avenve
New York, N Y.

Octoter 31, 1938,

To Noabers of tlw lead Industrles Ausaciationt

Sublact: Conference of Wamfacturers! Housipg
: Misplay Council, Washington, D. G

at the {nvitation of Mr, Pater Grima, Assistant to
the Secrecary o the Treasury, I atteried g housing conference
in Vashirgton of what 1s known as the Namufacturers'! Eousing
Dieplay Council on Yednssday, October 30, 1938,

Tta Manufacturers' Hoasing Display Codnoll coasists
of a group of industriva which are cooperating with the Treasury
Lvpartsent and the Pederal Houeing Admipd stratiom for the etlimo.
L tion of the tuilding inlustry. The meeting wos wmell attended
ty representatives of the coment, copper, glass, iroa and stesl,
pluabing goods, electrical goods, brass, wall paper, luzder,
nickel and nany other large industries, some fifty representatives
being ina attendance,

In opening the meeting, itr, Petor Grion stated {4
was not the purpose of the Governnent to act a3 a "wet purse®
for the tuilding industry, or to provile it with ary "gravy®
for promoting its interests, bLut that it desired to work hand
{n hand with industry to stimulate building, Delieving that
this was the best means of restoring eployment {n private in-
dustry,

The proecrsm of the Mamnfacturers'! Housing Display Councid
contecplates the proootion of housing shows to e held throughout
1936 {n varicus parts of the United States, It 1z proposed to
begin {n the middle of January with five housins shows in order &
test the feasidility of the project, The following sixz cities,
(five to be chosen) were suzzested as a testing growd:

Atlanta, Georgia.
Houston, Texas
loutsville, Xeotucky,
Nisxd, Florila,
Richmond, Virginda,
San Antonio, Texas,

ObjJection was expressed at the meating to the selection of thess
Southern cities, the feeling Deing that the initial test should de
uade in a more diversified selection of cities, Although the
Chalrman made the statwoent that the five exihiditione would rmm
sizultaneously, thie -was also objectsd to on account of the expense
{avolved., I belleve that the feeling, as expressed at this mweting,
will result ia the shows Yeing held consecttively in five differesat
oitien,
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October 31, 1935, -2 - Mamufacturers! Houalng
Display Cunference.

The Courcil carefully cousidered a report of its ¥xecutive
Cormittes, outlining tis estublishment of the proposcd shows which
1s {ntund.d to malos oartain that they will be conducted on a high
plans vwith 0o circus atmosphsre present,

Mr, Creviston, of the Crane Company, who acted as Chalrman,
{1y winding un the meeting, stated that hs estimatesd sooe 150,000
housing units would be built in 1936, adout twice as oany ss will
bave bwen built in 1938,

Yo -action was token at the mweting as to how many fritsiries
would participate in the shows or as to the cost. It is promaed
that tless matters will now be developel.

My parpose in attending the meeting was, of course, to act
a8 an observur and to keep abreast of this sani-govermmentally epon-
sored developmant. I would lika to know, howver, whether this
particular projsct 1s of {ntervst to any of our mmbers individually
or collectiwly, ™he lead inlustry servss Muildiag trades with many
products, principally white lead, red load, sheet luad for roofing,
flashing, ornamental purposes and shower pans, lead niping for plumadng,
solder for sweated Jointe and calking lesd for plmabding.

1f this show movement appeals i{ndividually to any masufecturing
pexder, ha 1s urged to cozunicatd directly with Mr, Peter Grimm.

Yor your convenience, there is attached a synopeis of the
proposed Ecne Show program.

Respectfully yours,
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lcad Industries Aesocistion
420 lexington Avemus
Pow York, K.V,

RRSUME OF PROPOSED BOMT SHOWS

Svonsored By
MASTUY ACTURERS! BOUSING DISPLAY COUNCIL

The vurpose of the Kame Shows {9 to fostsr the desire for
hose ownnrship and to etimulate the sals of Bullding materizls and
eqipoant,

Sows wil] be arproved bty the Federal Rousing Ad=inistration.

Locsl distritutors will de expoctod to carry wajor portioa
of financial Yurdea,

Noburship cf Hapfioturers! Housing Display Council ls
lindted to anculacturers. ,

Tt GCovernrent to construct displays to orovids ceatral
feature in educating the pudlic on home ownership,

le 41l shows will feature both modernizstion and new cone
struotion,

2. Al]l shows sust be actively spoaso-sd by the local Federal
Eocvsing Adminietration Bettur Housing Comaittes, and the support and
cooperaticn of the following losal groups must be enlisted:

{s) Real Lstate Board
(b) Chaader of Commerce
(¢) Construction Industry
Archi tects
Contractors and Juilders
Material and Suprly oea
i lding Trades Concid
(4) Carden Clube and Fooens' Clude
{e) Fark Board ’
(f) Local utility Flectric leagus or organisation
of electric appliance merchandisers,
(c) Tiorists,
(h) Ilandecape arohitects and murseryasan,

3. Yull attention must Yo given bty the local eronsors to tde
reduction of space rental rates to the lswest poseidle minimm,

4. The promote or managor of a homs show shsuld B¢ experienced
{o this tipe of exposition, Ris nNlans zust de sudaitted to the Exhivition
Unit of the Foderel Housi.g Administratioa at 7ashington, D. C. for
approval,

S8, Purticipsiina should be adeguats to resresent the major ine
terosts of the induetry ani iimited to mnufecturers and &{stritutors of
dud 1ding materials and equitment azd home furnishings and no sver-idne
coantir deliverion are to e allowd, Thie regulaticn does not apply te
that section of tho exhi%t davoted 10 food and refreshowat stanis,

N 1867.01
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Octoder 31, 1938, ' -2- Mamd acturers! Nou.lng
Display Council,

8, Duration of the show - mnimus of 8 2avs with the excevtioa
of cities of 500,020 or over and optional up to 15 days, which {s to be
the maximum duration of the Show,

7. Addssion Coarge = Ninimn 254 « Maxizam 40¢.

8, Xo solicitation should be nade 02 the rart of the exhititors
{n the interess of & prise zc contest that might iavolwe a prise, JNo
contest wil), be 4n ortsc except contests that will be {nstrumental in the
Sromotioz of the btuilding industry.

9. Cocxittoe believes that in order for a show to be success~
faul 1t xust be ti=ed, Ia this connsction, it was unaninously agresd Yy
the Committes that un anlysis b mals by the ederal Housing Administration
of \be various locations and the FHA shauld utilise all ctatistics avatla
able in order to arrive at an intelligent conclusica as to locations and
the Conxities will be guided By wuch selections, It {s the recomsendation
of the Coxxittes that carvful staniards b2 set WP for each show 89 that
each one will get & falr trial,

10, The addition of a model houso to an exhidt such as the
Comxittes 18 experimenting with necessarily mcans aiditional expenss and
is, therefore, entir:l; o local matter being dapendent upon locel cone
ditions,

11, It 1s recommendsd that local coamittess soonsoring housing
shows aloph & &lrectlzg organizatioa scoewtiat 1ide the following:

Managing Director
Assistant Director
Exhidit Direotor

(The atove tlres veopls to be *profeselonnls®
feniliar vith exposition nrodlems.)

Arch tectural Director
(A local architect trodably put on a salary
tasis for this jobd.)

Naster dxilder
{local butlier who would serve as a consultent
together with the Archl toctural Director,)

A 3oard of Directors suould be estadlished te

Curpvrate vith this manasvoeat group with one

0r wrhaps tw revresentatiws of each of the .
following groupes

Roal Ratate Board Chacber of Commerce
architectural league Constructicn league (Or
The Florist Orop similar organisations
farden Cluds Oroup using othar names),
Park Board Other organised groups ia
H111l and Lusder the construction industry,
Dealers associations |
Local Utility iloctric leagus or organisation of i
electric appliance merchandisere.




toder 31, 1938, Manufacturers! Rousing
s Display Council,

Trom this group of dirvctors, officers should ba chosen
1 end 18 18 suggested that a President, 2 Vice Presidents,
s Treasurer and a Secrstary be elected,

- In addition to the abores akeleton organization, the local
Yoderal Housing Administration Office and Better Nousing

1 Coomittee should, of course, be actively represented ia

j all sdministirative mattars,

L, Y e T IS PR AR R ©
,///f

13, All shows ta e approved Yy the Council shall use the
educatioral 4display zaterial made available bty the Feleral
Housing Adzinistration,

13, 411 shows are %o be strictly local ia character,

14, In ordor to make the alvertising and othsr promotioa wurk
intended to Duild sttendance for the show effective, the
Comrxi ttee suggests that the promoters of the show arrenge
for all such matters and that tim so-called covperative
sdvertising detween mamfacturers and local distridtators
be not a part of 1t except for those manufacturers who now
bave a national plaa of this nature {n effect.




