June 25, 1928

‘.I‘d i—:- ‘1- 'ueDb,

c/o Ethyl Gasoline Corp.,
25 Broadway,

Hew Yorlk City.

Wy dear lir. Webb:

I have your letter of June 22 enclosing
Four cervespondence wilth Dr. Calingaert and also the report of
Dr., Schoenleber From what we know of the Yonkers Laboratory
other than what Dr. Calingaert has stated, I am inclined to be
very skeptical about any relationship of lead to the illness of
Hr e nd the other man who works 1in the same capacitye.
“h@ symptoms of illness which have been described in connectlion
wipn this man are by no means speclfic, and a dlagnosis of early
tetraethyl lead polsoning must needs be made only after the most
capeful consideration. There are so many other things which can
produce weakness, loss of appetlte, and subnormal blood pressure
that I should find myself quite unable to make a dilagnosils of
lead intoxication from these symptoms of 1t. However, it is
obvious thet in the presence of certain hazards connected with
handling tetraethyl lead it 1s best to regard any illness as
due. e fbe occupation, unless one can find very gocd reasons
for believing otherwise, for the reason that one must always
reg rd the safety of therse men as the most important function
of an industrial physician. I can sympathize, therefore, with
Dr. Schoenleberts effort to bring about a critical examination
of the conditions under which tnese men are wovking. I do not,
however, share his feeling that the man's condition may be con-
sidered as due in all likelihood to the absorption of lead, I
have several reasons for feeling this way, reasons which 1t is
not immed*ately necessary to discuss.

‘ Under these circumstances and partlcu-
larly if Mr. has any anxiety about his condition, I
believe it would be advisable 1f he made a vislt to Cincinnatl
arid remained here for sufficient time so that we could not only
vﬂve him a careful physical examination but make such laboratory
tests as would make it possible to arrive at a diagnosis and
eﬂther convict him of having symptoms due to lead absorption,
or definitely rule out that possibility. It is not well to
allow things of this sort to go on in the hope that they will
turn out all right. Howgver, Af any suspicion attaches itself
té the hygienic conditlons of the Yonkers Laboratory some very
embarrassing situations might arise.

We have from time to tilme inspected the
Yonkers laboratory and have gone into the question of care in
handling fluid and gasoline repeatedly, and we have no reasson
to believe that precautions have not heen well taken. I think,
however, the next time I am in the East I will mseke it a point




e b e = g . R—— P — R

oo .

E. % W. #2 6/25/28 e

to visit the laboratory unamnounced and carefully look into
certain of thelr procedures. If you have any reason to feel
that this should be done at once please let me knowe. However,
I have wo imnediate worry about the manner of handling hazards
at7 the Yonkers laboratory.

If the above suggestlon meets with your
approval 1 wcal& vuqhest ‘that we be notified a day or two in
aéVarce of Ur.,é : aominm in order that I may be certain

to be preseﬂt when h g It will not be necessary for
him to go to a hospita s hi end his time very comforte
abiy at a hotel for fo eight to seventy two nours while we
are mkaing the necessary Observatians.

I do not know bg what processes of
nxéminaticn Dr. %choenleber and his assocliates have arrived
at the conclusion set forth in the report and it is perhaps
too early to speak authoritatively about such a matter, but I
cam not .but wonder whether it is good policy to have employees
of the Corporation caréd for by men who srrive at conclusions
of | this importanece on what geems to me t0 be scanty informatione
The present incidents alane does not justify such a question in
my mind - I cannot but remember that both Schoenleber and his
nssociates have shown a c@nsiderable inclination to be stampeded
qnd £o repard every sort of symptonm th t appears as being due
to[tatraetbyl 1ead. I Weﬁder, there. 're, to what extent and Il

inbvhat manner they have &iseassed't_ 4y opinion with ir
anH what his point of view will be about the whole matter.
. surs youw nill apprecilate the impo nce of this when you
reme“,ar the difficultises which hawe Deen had in the paat with
meh whose gsympitoms have been more or 1ess indefinite. If such
a man gets the idea, unﬁ\especially 1f he gets 1t from a medical
8 rce, that he has been injured by etﬁaethyl lead it becomes
verv difficult to dioabuse nim of the idea, and if he hanpens
t be of such gharacter as to willingly tale advantage of his
plcyer it becomes immq@iatily e serious thing. I may be
ticipating difficulties wh ph have no possibility of ocgur-
f nce, and in this 1ﬂ5m ce I am merely thinking aloud in
Ader to give you some nctﬂbn of what takes place in msfmind
w
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en this type of imclident occurse The whole matter causes.
me to wonder if 4t s oul@ not be bettdp in every way for us to
g0 to some little 1ncmnvanqence in order to keep these men
under our own obsarvatidn. I would appreciate Znowing what
you think about ite

Very truly yours;




