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Hew Torx, MY,

Dear Dootaxr Armstrong !

dg you way knovw, Professcr Lanse sdvised me that my
appointment ‘in the University would be terminated, and thia
action iz due to tas place on June SO, Events bave suggisted
to me that this and certain prior esotions are related to the
faot that =y studies involved digclosure of cecupational canser
hasarde affeoting employees of industrisl organisationa that,
I wmderstand, retained Professor Lanza as & consultant, I am
advised that cbstructions have been placed in the way of studies
of envirommental owncer haserds elsevwhere, when thsee have touched
upon eoonamio interesti. I believe it iz in the public interest
to explars thig mitter. Yor this reason, I am now writing to
request & hesring,

I um confident that the University would not kmowingly endorse
events of the natwre indiocated, vhish are inconsistent with the
Rright to sesk the truth" defined by Chancellor Heald as our most
priceless asset, scocrding to the Aluv=mi Bulletin for November,1954.
I believe, therefore, that the University hae a very real interest
in ascertaining the facts in this matter, and I wigh to subtmit the
following sccomt of events as they hare appesred to me,

In 1949, I acceptsd Professor Lanza's invitation to join the
feoulty of New York Upiversity end to take responsidility for
cancer research in the Instituts of Ipdusirial Mediocine, Prior to
that iime, I bad devoted four years to canoer research at the '
Rookefeller Institute, two ysars at the Sloan-ZXsttering Institute,
and had published extensively in this fleld. Sinoce 1949, I have
published twenty threé drtioles in this field (references attached),
Two 1ssves of the A,M,A, Archives of Industrial Eygiens and Oooup~
ational Medioine have appeared, whioch were devoted to enviroumental,
particularly oooupaticnal,csnoer studies either oonducted by me or
which I was instrumental in bringing to publioation from otber
institutione here and abroed in a manner to the oredit of ¥ew York
University, Dyring the past seven years at the University, I harve
worked wvith a series of five partetime assistants of dootorate grade
and have collaborated in research with five other szembers of the
faculty, in each instance tangible results ensuing, as evidenoced
by the attached list of publications. In 1960, I conduoted, and
"wubsequently published, ¢ survey of cocupaticnal tumor studies




Groat Biitain, In 1962, I gerved 13 an Aimerican delegato to the-
sioosite on Lyng Cencer held in Laurein by the Internstiomal Tnden
ai{ngt Cancer, In 1564, I served as chairman of the Symposiux e

“Oaneer Prevention at the 8ixth Internaticmal Canscer Congress in
“Sse Panlo, I menticn these ectivities as evidence of energetic and
‘ereditadle work in the fleld in which I was invited to serve ths.
Taiversity,

A Than I joined the faoulty of the new Ipstitute of Industital
Xedioine in 1949, I emphasized the desiradility of developing studies -
an envirammental fastors in lung cancer. My suggestions BHr such an
effort in the spaocs then svallsble to me were deolined by Professor
langa cn gromds that othar than current studies should first be
Yrought to some omclusicme Tiis vas dme, us recorded in publiomticns
reforrnd to abovre, notably those conducted by me in collsboraticn with
petroleun campanies, and wvhich constituted the first major solentitfio
contribution of the Institute,

In the £211 of 1950, conversaticns on lung cencer studies were
resed with a biochemist in the Institute, Professor Horton Helscn,
who had not previocusly engaged in oancer research, I assiated Prof,
Yelsen in development of proposals for such studies, which were agreed
to be & collaborative enterprises I locksd furward with pleaswe to
the opportwmnity of pursuing studiss in this f1eld with Professor Nelaon,
Hp statad that the propoasls were of a tenmtative nature and were to be
sent to the dean for consideration. iy subsequent inquiriee es to progress
of these proposals mst with replies that they were under reviev by s
oamittes of the medical center, Finally, I learned that the fuct was
that they bhad been submitted without my kmowledge as a request for a
substantisl grant from the Demon Bynyon Pund with Professor ¥elsen
naxwd s the investigator, and that this grunt had been made. After
the grant was received, my inquiries on the subject awt with evasive
roplies.

I was, however, requested by Professar Nelsan to prepare e
review of literature oan experimental studies of lung cancer, I
propared and published such a review (Ref J0.52), I also preparsd
and published a review of cocupaticnal factors in lung cenoer in
man, at the request of the Intsrnmational Upion Against Cancer
(Ref. Yo, 36). I elsevhers published my method for experimental
producticn of lung oanoer, whioh provided a tschnique for exper-
imsntal production of lung cencers of the typee camman in human
cases of this disease (Refs.Nos.21&22), I had previously published
stulies an the types of lung tumors common in mioce (Ref.No.20).

I nention these studies to dooumsnt =y interest and activity in
lung cancer, noting that Professor Jelscn had not engeged in research
in this or other fields of canoer work.

During develorment of the lung ocancer program in the Iastitute,
the manuscript of the review which I had been requestesd to prepare
for it md which set forth goals for study, was repestedly borrowed
by Professor Jelscn; but I was exoluded from plamning or pertiocipatica
in the program, I brought these faots to the attantion of Professor
Lanss, t0 no avail, in the full of 1961l. A1l persomnsl for this work
werTe engaged vithout xy knowledge wtil their appearanoce in the
laboratory, Meanwhile (1961 and 52), labaratory faoilities, asids
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frox animel quertsrs, wers wiihheld from me, end Frofessor Lenzeron.
deolined my request for s single fulletime assistant of doctorave .-
grade when the chairmen of the Jgnter's cancer scomittes invited
me to apply for such s »an under the institutionsl gramt from the
Amsrican Cancer 8colety,

Ta the spring of 1962, Dr. 0, P, Ehosds invited me to epesk

at Mgmorial Hospital to representatives of cigarette wnd cigeretts -

r industries, who wishad to learn of tschniques available for
estimating potential oaroinciens in .ocigaretts mmokes I descrided
this meeting to Professors Lenza end Nelson, A few weeka later, I
was invited at moon to attend a meeting st two 9'cleck in Prof,
Lanza's of fioe st vhioh Pref, Nelscn presentsd , to same of the same
indiriduals I hsd met at Mgmorial, s typed proposal, prepared without
xy Ynouledge, for stuly of their questicns vith recommndaticn that
they support such studise through oontridbutions to the Daxon
Tund, Frofessor Yelson pointed out that, eince both hs and Prof.Lansa
were on the board of that fund, they were in a position to sssure that
such oentributicg- would be funneled into the lung cancer grant, of
which Professor ¥els on had coxplete charge, Eince several individuals
at this mesting had ocome from as fir away as North Carolina, I could
only conolude that the meeting had been planned substantially in
edvence of -the two hours notice given me,

Ay the end of this mseting, Frofessor ¥elson informed me that
he di4 not have experimmos to e hin for this vork, and was therefore

detaching =y only amistant 40 sesist him,

In Mgy 1963, I was requested by Frofessor Nelson to prepare material
for & prees release intended to raise funds for the Institute. On Moy 14,
1963, this material appesred in the New York Timee in an artiole emsnating
from a press conference held by Professors Lanss and Nelasecn, This artiole
doalt largely vwith cancer studies I had conducted 4in ocollaboration with
troleum cowpanies, and credited the work wholly to Frofessor Xelson.
later t0ld me that the Times ertAfle erevditing him with my work was
& reporter's error. I £ind this difficult to belleve, since he was
sinilarly oredited in an srticle in the New York Post an the szme date,
I heve no wish for publie motioce, but 4t would seem that Professor Nelscn,
in «ddition to seising control of the future cancer program of the
Institute, eoquired for himeelf oredit for such work as I bad dane for
the Institute in the paet,

When effort was begun to identify potential carcinogens fn eiggrette
moke aondensates, it beoars apparsnt that techniques uwtilized for euch
studies with petroleum saxples were unsuitable by reeson of requiring
large volume of material for repeatad applications to snimals for
periods spproximating thair 11fe spans, I thereupon developed & rapid
soreening test whioh has permitted deteotion of oarcinogens within
four days (Refs,38439), In the early spring of 1953, I suggested
to Professor Yelson that this rapid soreening test put us in an edvantageous
positien to truoe caroinogens in urban air and engine exhausts us vell
88 in oigaretts emoke, I suggested that we develop studies in this
direction. Dr, Yelson 32id that he would 1iks to think this over,

Ee chortly sdvised that he had, without further consultatiocn with me,
sulmitted proposals for study of air pollution problems to the New
York Port Authority. His action in thie matter thus paralleded hig
{nitisl eoticn in the development of the lung cancer progreme.
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The usefulness of the rapid test, mentiocned above, is evidenced
by cur sucoessful application of it in traoing ocarcinogens in oils,
tare and cigaretts mcke, and by the faot that it has been taxsn up
in mmy wmiversity and industrisl leboratories. In order to develop
xy discovery of this teet, I requested, in the apring of 1964,
particimtion in thw ingtitutional grant then being sought by the
Center frcm the American Cancer Society, Within a few days, Professor
Yolson irformsd ne that he had found it necessary to cancel my
spplication in favor of an applicaticn for funds for his owm work,

£

I would have a storils view indsed did I not velooms anycne
who wishes to devote time and effort to the cancer problem, I do
not, bowver, belisve thet a newcomsr to a field, such as Frofessor
Kelson, should utilise his administrative responsibilities in the
Institute and his position as an officer of a Pund to exclude from
the £1014 a man with a reccrd of thirteen yesrs productive work in it,

IT I3 MY CONIENTIOH THAT, WEEX AN ADMINISTRATOR AXD YUND CFFICER
WEO EAS FEVER ENGAGED IN RESBARCH IN A GIVEN FPIELD ATTSMPTS T0 DRIVE
A¥ EXPSRIENCED IXVESTIGATOR OUT OF TEAT FPIELD AND T0 ACQUIRES CONTROL
FOR HIMBELY, TERRE EXIITS A SITUAIION FREJUDICIAL IO THE REFUTATION
OF THR INSTIIUTION CONDOEING IT AND TO ANY FUND THAT INOWINQALY
SUPPRTS IT, A DANGEROUS PRECEDSET FTOR SCIENCE IN AMERICA AND AX
AFPTRONT T0 ECEULARS EVEHYWHERE,

I wish to state very clearly that I Bave no monopolistio delusions
or anbitions, and no vigh to exolude anyome from engaging in cancer
research, I have at all times stood reedy to cooperate with any
individuals in the Institute interested in oancer problems, I have
had no quarrel wiith Frofessor Jelson's responsibilities as director
of research for the Iagtitute, Within that broed framsvork, which
invelved mny types of problems, I believe that my subordinate
responsibilities in the special f1ield of cancer research should
have been aacordsd the simple couwrtesies which would so essily have
made for effective and honorable teem work. I have repeatedly indioated

" this to Professor Helsan, to ro avuil,

It has esemed ex00edingly curious that these sizple courtesies
Bare been 50 notably lacking, In attempting to occapreband these events,
I recall that, socording to my understanding, Professor Lansa served
sinoce ebout 1549 as ccnsultant fixr e largze asbestos caxpany, vhich I
shall define feor the present purpose as Company X. In the epring of
1960, medical officers of this and cther asbestos caxpaniss visited
the Institute te discuss a report published by the Chisf Inspestor of
Pactories in Oreat Britain indiscating associaticn of lung cencer with
ssbestosis. I stated to them that I expsoted to make a survey of
oertain other occupaticnal tumor studies in Great Britain during the
ensuing suxmr, and could attempt to learn scmething sbout the cases
on which this report was based,
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During =y work inm England, I traced 21 of the 32 then reported
ocases of co-existing asbestosis and lung cancer, and learnsd that all
but 1 of the 31 had been employed in the industiry prior to 1932, the
year in which exhaust ventilation devices had been installed in the
plants yielding thsse oases. The 8enior Medical Inspsotor of Fascteries,
the pethologist snd the plant medical officer adrvised that thsy felt
asbestosis did predispose to lung canocer, but that the number of cases
of asbostosis sand the fulminating course of individusl cazes had greatly
subsided zince installation of ventilating equirment,

I transmitted their views, especially their opinicn that here was
s triumph of industrial hygiens, in my report (Ref.¥0.33) rresented at
e moeting of the Canocer Preventicn Oammittee in New York on Oct.18,18560,
This peeting vas attended by mediocal officers of asbestos ccmpaniss and
by their ocoeultant, Dp, Lenta, I bad a0t learned at that time that the
practioce of industrial medicine, in scms quarters, oalls for obfuscating
hasards for as meny years as possidla, My mention at this meeting of
what seemsd en opportmmity Hr preventive medioine evidently disqualified
me for ressarch in lung oancer, for shortly thereafter Dy, Lanza adrised
that he did net feel it fowsidle for ms to go ahead with studies previously
forzmlated by him in o letter of August 26, 1960 for experimental assay
of the potential oarcinogenicity of asbestos dust, and endorsed transfer
of all lung canoer etudiss te Frofessor Nelscn, who had never worked in
this or any other field of ocsmoer regesrch, 8ince that time,major decisione
for the ocancer program of the Institute, whioh I had been brought here to
develop, vere mde behind xmy baok, without my Imowledge, and in s menner
to exalude my pertiocipatiocan,

In the following year, Professor Lanza spoke to me about fleld
studles of ocoupatiocnal cencer prodlems than being conducted by the
Naticnal Cancer Institute of the U,8,Publio Eealth 84rvice, These
inoluded studies of lung cancer smong chromate workers, Professor
Lansa statsd that he had been retained by a group of chramte ocmpanies
88 a medicel ocnsultant, end that iz this ocapeocity he had called upen
the surgeon general and bad mads odjections to these studies, Professor
Lanze told me that his obdjections had been suocessful, and that all f£ield
studies of I{ndustrisl canoer risks by the National Oancer Institute would
be terminated, I was frunkly ghooked by his apparent gratification at this
digruption of the work of s responsible goverzment agency at a tims when
it was developing data of profound importance to the public health,

I bad the very distinot impresesion that he ocmmmnicated this informaticn
4o me as a threat that he vould similerly terminate my work if I tock
ocentinusd interest in problems bearing on cooupational faotors in

lumg oancer,

Also in 1962, the director of a well-inown eolentifioc institutlion,
a phytfiolan vho hed spent years in the study of asbestosis and cther
forms of pnepmoconiosis, ermommoed hig important discovery that an
industrisl dust brought about ownser in the lumgs of anizals inhaling {t,
Within e yoar, Professor Lanza stated to me that he had utilized his
position on the board of that institution to force this man's resignatiocm,
and that bs had subsequently prevented this man from getting s job in a
mediocel schoal in California by going personelly to cell upon ths dean
of that school. Agein, I had the very clear {mpressicn that this
{nformation wes conveyed as a threat to discourage me from studies in
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thig £1eld. I vish to imuirs whether Dr. Lanza's trip to Califurnia
was paid for by the ccmpany referred to above as Company X, I understand
he wes then serving as s cansultant to that campeny in connsotien with
e problem of another dust disease (d4stcmaceous earth poewnoconiosis)
affeoting workers in their California plant, a matter I will comment
upon further in this letter,

Meenwhile, progress in eveluation of the question of lumg cancer
in relaticn to asbestosis had been amaiting sge-eadjusted statistics.
Theee were forwarded to ms in February of 1564 by the mediocal officer
of & plant in England after review by a statistician sssigned by the
‘Medioal Essearch Council with their opirion that a lung cancer risk
existed in this situation, Inowing Professor Lezza's interest in this
subject and his service with asbestos Company X over here, I showed
these data to him, Hy responded with what I can only desoride as a .
vehement denumciaticn of cancer investigators as “trouble makers®,
snd within a fev months notified ms that xmy appointment in New York
University would be terminated,

I believe this matter 4nvolves a fumdamental problem of Lreedom
of acadsaio research, I further believe it £s pertinent to recall that
Dro Herbert K, Abrams, formerly chief of the Bureau of Agult Health,
Stste of Californis, published, in the May 1564 Lissus of the imerican
Journal of Ryblic Eealth, an acoount of the distomacecus esrth pnewmo~
econiosis problem memticned sbove as affeoting e plant operated dy
Conpany X in Californis, Dr. Abrams’ artiole indicates that, although
many vorkers fn California hed died from this digease, the matter was
allowed to 4rift aleng for twenty years until the Iaternaticnal Chemical
Worlers Union won a strike to gain recognition for the pressnce of a
hazard, Workers of the Canadian effiliste of this same ocompany also
found it necessary to strike for better industrisl hygiene ccnditions
in asbestos operaticns, These ren were also fighting for their healtk
and their very lives asgainst a proventadble digease, But, according to
advice given me, these workers were beaten up by police, priests who
supported their cause were tranafered elsevhers, and the editorial
staff of the Jesuit journal that had spoken out for them was broken up,
To this 1ist 4is about to be sdded the firing of e professor at
Yow York University by Dr. Lanta, who served as a censultant to the
above ocmpany in oonnection with the etrikes in Califarnia and Cepadas,

I recsll that when I began research in industrial oancer hazards
a distinguished scientist predicted that pretexts would bte found to
block my work as well as to wreok the program of the Naticnal Cancer
Institate in the sams field, Both events have oocurred,

Many osncer investigators now believe®’that the most practical
directicn open today for preventiocn of many forms of this dissase
depends upon identificaticn and control of envircmmsntal scurces of
exposure to cancer=inciting agents, many of whioch are now mown,

I appreciste the need to canducst studies of potential industrial
and envircnmental cancer hasards in a manner svoiding undue publio
alarm or mjustifiable olaims for workmen's compensation. In my work

® Cf. Besolutions, Acta Unioe Internat. contre le Cancer,
XI, Fol.l, 72-78, 1966,



witf petrolewm ccmpenies, I have had the opportunity o learn
how probless in this fleld can be salved through sincere study
and effort, They cannot be solved by driving solentists out of
their laboratories,

At tbs recent 8ixth International Cancer Congress, it wag
observed that gams of ths mogt sotive goicntists in this fleld
had been driven out of their labaretories soon after descridbing
£indings bearing on canocer hagards of industrisl origin. In the
hearing requested in this present letter, our University has the
opportunity to sdd to this roster of cbstructions to advance of
knowledge, or to take a stand for better things, Much gocd can
be antioipated from alarifying this matter, American industry
leads the world in support of soientifio research. I firmly believe
that leaders of industry, if assured of the opportunities open to
then for control of snrvirommentsl cancer hazards, will foster
efforts in this field with renewed viger,

Yory sinosrely yours,

W{llism B, Bmith, WD,
Agsociste Professor

of
Industrial Medioine

oot The Chancellor
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