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MEMORANDUM L

To: Dr. Berbert X. Abrazs Date: December 19, 1950
through Mr, Fred B, Ingram S

From: Mr, Paml E. Caplen

Subjece:  Monthly meeting of the Spnta Barbara County Eospital Medical Staff

On December 1k, 1950, Dr. Nardo, new Eemlth Officer of Santa Barbara County,
{nvited me to the dinner meeting of the above orgenization. Main soeaker of the
meeting was Dr. Welter Anderson, who epoke on Preumoconlosis produced by diatomaceous
earth., After his talk he showed chest x-ray slides of many of the employees of
Johng-Manville,

Important points that he brought up were (1) 108 diss neumo-
8ls have been recorde 9¢ vithio the past 20 yeara, with 18 deaths,

Many cases of progressive conglomerate lesionsa have been obaerved with exvosures of
1 to 2 years to the dust, Une cese was observed after a 7 month exposure,

(2) The conglomerate lesions which are disabling are ceuged by the processed
posders, whieh change the smorphous eilica to cristobelite (60%) and tridymite (2%).
The relative toxicity of these two erystals compared to quartz is: quarte 5,
tridymite 8, and cristobalite 9,

(3) Int&venoua Annoculation of animals by Gardner with the untreoated
diatomaceous earth caused fibrosis and death to the animals.

(4) The typleml x-ray pictures of this pneumoconmosis are very different from
typical silicosis pictures. There is not the typical modulation but sometimes a
pseudonodul stion is observed, Instead of the arterisl systems being involved, ms
in the case of eilicosis, pneumoconiosis dus to dilatomaceouns earth involves the
venows vascular system,

(5) Lanza eays that the incidence of T.B. at Lompoc 1s no higher than at
Santa Maris (supposedly & comnarable community) but Anderson thinks that the
residents et Lompoec are more susceptibdle,

I was unable to talk with Dr. Apderson after the meeting, but on the previous
day, I had made arrangements with Mr, lLegge and Mr. Wilson, of Johns-Manville to do
a slzeable engineering study there this February,

PEC/1d Paul I. Caplan




