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Re3 SAWINWG MARINITE

‘Reference 1s made to recent correspondence re the sawing of
Marinite, We would 1like to commcat on the recommendation to add
additional ventilation to the saw used for cutting Harinite., Al=-
thon;h therc ‘|may dbe several good reaseans for ventilating the savw, :
the dceuiaa -to nntinte 1t cannet. be made on the basis of ite s
being 8 hexlith hazard. |

As I understand it, the material would be cut at infrequent
{ntervals end prﬁbebly'uould not involve more than 12 hours & month,
,‘_Ansuae that tpe average cunt conccut:ttien ds. 30 nppct (thls was
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the e:tre-a of four conditienn sealu:ed). We tnov thst nnzinite
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contsing asbestos znd dintomaceous earthy the:nfote a threshold
linit of 5 mppcf is 2 reasonable one to apply. This figure repre=-
seats & timr=welphted average concentration to which nesrily all
workers can bec exposed day after day without adverse effect to the
majority of workers. A threshold Ximit.vatue of 5 mppcf is merely
e gufdé uid nust be ulia‘uith"lﬁcaullﬂiiibllﬁtlnﬂntﬂﬁ! Judgnent,
However, Marinite dusgt concentrations nay exceed this value Lf the
daily ezposufes are less than eight hours. (See the presadbie to
the ACGIH 1list of Threshold Values end Pages 2-4 and 2-5 of the
Alcoa Industrial Hygiene Handbook).,

If you have a concentration of 30 mppecf of a non-irritant dust
having a threshold 1limit of S appcf, it means that your workers can
be exposed daily to the high level for a 1ittle over onc hour per

day with 1ittle likelihood of adverse effects. 1In a month, this
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sasunts to an zllowablc exposure of over 40 hours. The sctual ex-

posure that you have estimated is 12 heurs per nmonth, and therefore
thare is n3 need for corncern about harning your employees. Tals

is a conservative estizate of th2 situation, espocially {n view of

our using the highest =cagured coancentretions for the evaluation.

Granted 30 mppcf ig o rather hecvy dust loading and, quite
possibdbly, Some mean3 of control may bde desizable for other ressons,
. such as discomfort or aulgance value, If discomfort and nuisance
are the only f;ctots, perhaps simple respiratory protection wouild
be sufficient,

It should be romenmbered that the threshold 1imit values are
statistical values and thet by uoing then 88 latenggg, ge axe adble "
to protect the vnst -ajoxity of the vo:king popnlnt!oa.‘ By uslng
TLV's as intended, flexidly gnd gensitly, we can be sgsured that
fnjury to our employees is highly unlikely. This assurance is, I
think, our most important objective. Another posgible objective
is thot of being able to disprove alleged injury, Without strict .
adherence to the TLV's, this latter end will de difficult to gaia, %
but the problea is likeiy to be sinost 88 great evem with strict ;
adherence, %

Although it may not be important in this case, a reslistic
appraisal of potential hazards and the judicious use of threghold
1imit velues may be extremely iaportant in other instances.
¥hether or not costly controls are to te ingstalled nay depend on
a careful analysis of each individual problea, '
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