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OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS 
WORKERS' COMPENSATION SETTLEMENTS

PPD sites have identified 90 employees and 50 pensioners who have a 
chest or lung abnormality that could have resulted from exposure to asbestos 
during their employment with Du Pont. In most of these cases, there has 
been no significant effect on the person's pulmonary function and his 
ability to work.

However, we have instances (about 10% of the employee cases and 
20% of the pensioners) where the abnormality has progressed to the extent 
that there is impairment or cancer of the lung, or pleura has developed. 
There have been two deaths from cancer of the pleura.

It is these two cases - with the relatively large Workers' Compen­
sation settlements - that prompted our questions about how these costs are 
charged to the sites and if you thought the procedure is appropriate or 
needs modification. The attached memo summarizes one of the cases. Indi­
cated expense is $300M-$350M depending on the lifespan and marital status 
of the survivor.

Although the more costly cases have been emphasized above, there are 
states (e.g., Virginia and West Virginia) where Workers' Compensation awards 
are made for cases with no impairment. Washington Works has a number of 
these cases that are being processed. Based on awards to date, the total 
cost could be S275M. Spruance has S70M in awards.
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You and Du Pont. There's a lot of good chemistry between us.
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