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DURHAM (AP} — Scicntists
from throughout the world path-
ered Monday in Durham to dis-
cuss the effects of the chemical

PCR — a touc industniai chem-
cal — on human beings.

Dr. Atsukn Yamapuchi of Ja-
pan, who has studied human
beings who ate food contaminat.
ed by PCI, sad the chenucal
caused still births, birth defects,
retardalion of growth 1 young
bovs and olacr, health piobien's

Yamapchi, a rescarcher for
the Department of Public Herlth
at Kyushu Unnersity, said there
was an ¢fhemie of & “'pecuhar
wkin discase which wag iater
called Yusho™ in 1%6 in a Japa-
nese town le said at was traced
fo nce oui produced and shopred
on a cortain day
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TUHL OJL. vas beheved t49 have
been contanunated wuh B
wherh  Iasd el dpgm a Ropl-p
pipe used 10 fond processing

PCR is a Iguid with extreme-
ly hgh heat resistance It s
used in manvfacturiny when
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heat resistance I of primary
importance such &s in healing
pipes and transformers, It has
been used since 1930,

Yamaguch! smd that of 13
pregnant vomen who Inpested
the nice o, 10 delivered live
infants, {wo delivered shill botn
mfants and the child of one was
dead [rom oiler causes.

The 10 h> suid, had *'grayish,
dark broan staned skin, nails
and gingive, and an lncreased
eye discharze at birth,”
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“AS 1iff ¥ GREW older, the
chiidren s siuned skin gradually
fuded. ‘The majority of the ba-
bics were snali for their penods
of gestatwn,” he reported.

Yamagnuchi sad, “Manv pa.
tients with Yusho are shil tor-
tured by the discase even ailter
mare than three years To coee
them and present another epi-
deenie 2l prccble  warldaldg
CIMPEL! 1m0 Wliviee ain sapdny
desired.”

Researchers attending the con-
ference are fiian Sweden, Cana-
da, the United States and Japan.
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