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vhile we need the mecdbranme filter uietiod as a tool for measurement, thig tool
is not suitable for eaforcament purposes. It {s.suggested that when the .
2 fibers/ec li=it takes effect tuat tuils will become a most serious problem.

Seco—mendations should be put into effect oa inmstructions to exmployees, the
use of vacuu= cleaners, the use of dust collecting systems, disposal, ete.
waen these verk practices are put into effect the area will be cleanmer. It
was suggested that the Institute contact the Asbestos Information Associatiom
ccacerning the use of the membrane filter technique for enforcement. (See
later section of these minutes concerning Asbestos Information Association.)
The Industry cust concentrate on collecting, cleaning amd housekeeping,

using the mechrane filter as a tool to see how the levels are being reduced,

Ope cenber brought along a work sheet with target dates for completion of
various iteas that will help in meeting the OSEA standards. This is
essenptially a schedule with dates projected for each step which will move
their factory nearer to compliance. The aim is to have the factory at the

2 fiber linit by July 1, 1976. Various critical areas are covered with
detailed steps projected to clean up each area, It was suggested that this
wvas alomost necessary for control and woulid certainly help in proving intent
o cotply vith th2 megul-rtiess.

In another zrea, a question arose as to what were the Canadian standards. At
the present time, there i1s no national standard in Canada. However it is
likely, with the recent furor over asbestos in Toronteo, that Canada will

be roving to a 2 fiber/cc limit. Upon motion duly made, seconded and
uwzanimously passed, it was : '

RESOLVED: That the Committee requests guidance from the
Board of Directors concerning the problem of
the 2 fiber/cc limit and the lack of reliability
of the membrane filter method for measurement
of fiber counts.

- ASBESTOS FIBERS SHORTER THAN 5 MICRONS

T=ose prozeting standards for the work place and the enviromment are now
expressing concerm about the asbestos fiber which is shorter than 5 microns.
Tzeir feelizg is that fibers shorter than 5 microns are medically significant.
T-ere may be a problem with lower efficiency systems filtering out sub-microm
zzterial. It may be simpler for sub-five micron particles to by-pass filters
znd 2oy matural filcration in the human respiratory system and more readily
get into the lungs.

£ has beexn stated that in the EPA 'No Visible Emissions standard" that
Sere zre predzbly zany fibers less than 5 microns that are not visible., 1In
to —2z2sure these fibers ome would have to go to electron microscopy.
tad that a measuring device called the llucleovore ‘can make
down to 0.1 micron. A problem is that industry is having so
cvlcy with the standard for particles greater than 5 microms, so
2v possibly do about those shocter than 5 microns? There is no
ns of gathering sub 5 micron particles in wide usage today. It
that 1f wvork practices and control procedures now being
ct are effective in reducing the 5 micron and larger particle
o acceptable levels, that at the same time industry would
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