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flow to Paint Exterier Trim <
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Paipting exterior trim sounds simple - and it is, but

: there £3 & way to do the most work with the lesst output
of energy. And there is a krowledge that, 4f used, will
cause the jot to look tetter and last longer.

l Pefinition First, how much of un exterior is considered
Trim? ALl the openings - doors, windows, screens, vents,
trigoed archos and doorless openings, shutters, gates

[ attached t: the house, grilles, and miscellazeous dric-a-
trac -~ are "trim". The definition changes to suit the
Sob when the owner wants certain items edded or omitted,
and for different types of structures.

I1f, for instance, tke residence is weocd sidisg, much of
I : the work ordinarily called tris, casings, veats, down-

spouts, estc. are psinted with the sidisg. These items
teke more time to paint thas straight siding, and less
time to paiat than {f they were trirmed {n a different
color. Agasia, if the dullding is stucco with an ovor-
hanging roof, the underside of the overhang, gutters,
vents, and other wood and metal surfaces attached to the
wall must be puinted with & different type of gaist.
These are estimated by the sane rules used for trim and
they asre often cslled trin. ’

The {wportant fact 13, that while parts of e building wre
usually referred to es trim, other parts must te spocifi- .
cally named and priced for mutual agreewent between the
owper and painter.
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M Sand, scrape and 2ust lrom ™9 0p iown.
Co eaves, gut:srs snd ucper vents first. Yake al. tne
high scaffold moves in yiccessing rather then werkiczg
high, then low, I3 tris way the big equizzect can :e
l8id msside Isr stedladZers and there is less clutser.
Wher the work is hard to resch nd it i3 desirable ¢
srepare and paint sach streteh to avoid Juplicsation of
elfort, te sure ths prevailiag wizds diow the Zust wnd
dirt awsy lrom finishel werk.

Remerter when swndicg muntins and seeh tars tnat ¢he
suzd on ths peper is harder then window glass; it will
scratsh ernd suirn the glass., e sure to rermcve all
loose raint from sills. They sre exposed tc the sun
most and peizt broaks down faster or horigcotal surfaces.
Tkey deserve the best possible preparstion. Socaccle
the cracred wood with white putty to level the surlace.
his prevents Cirt ezd water from lying in the indents-
tions %o mar the beauty and cause early feilure.

Fhite lead putty can de made of white lead paste and
waiting well teater together. "Beaten” zay te taken
literslly because they mix better 1f sctirlly hemmered
with & mallet. Another mixture can te made with
ordinary sutty and white lead paste; the latcser usually
needs some whiting adled to it to make it thicker. White
lead putty is tetter for all arsund exterior woodwerk
than regulsr conzercisl gredes. Use every hygienic
precaution to imsure egsicst lead poiscomimg. It must
not contact opea jores of the digestive tracs.

Glazin Glazing, the installatien o glass, wes onze
the palnter's job for all cew structures but now only
revair glaging is done by the paicter.

The first problem is removal of the glass and old putsy.
fMen the putty is still soft enough to cut with a hsavy
¥nife, the problem 1is casy: remove the putty, then the
glass. If the putty has become rock hard the glass
should be brokes out first. Always put heavy parer or
cloth over the pane defore hitting it to prevent
splintered glass from flying in the face.

Hard putty is usually chipped out. Irons are made (like
solderiag irons) to softea the putty with heat and epecial
caustics are sold to soften putties. Great cere should
be used to prevent splintering the ssah., Neat re-putty-
ing is difficult sloag rough and broken sash edges. '

Every exterior jod shouli te furaished with gleziers’

points. If you have nonv try to save the points {rom
the 012 imstallatica.
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leasure carefulily for new glass.  PuT the rule oz the
gutty side and allow 2xcuzh gless to go usder the pucsy,
Sut 45 =ot ..ake it te fiv tos saug or 4ne expansion mad
consractisn tf the wmood wil] reey thz zaze., Allcw
1/15" to 1/8" for emch vsrxicsi sids a=d 1/1:" o 1/8"
for the top only. :

Prime the raw wood arsund the sesh tefore zutty is azplied.
X e thiz layer of putty around the gsceuiag, them rush
the glass agaizmst tzis putty and secure it with the points.
Put plenty o7 rutty all around tie >ane and smooth it st
the right level with a fira stroke of tne putty <nife., 3¢
swe the putty does rot show from the inmside, and that tare
sash does zot show from ths outside.

Always remove api replace cracied or broken putties whether
or aot the pane is replaced.

Caulking Exterior trim jobs often csll for watercroofing

otweer the casing or frame and the wall., Caulking com~
‘ zounds that never iry hard sre made for this purjyose and
are test applied with & cauleing gune This is & 2mall

i > o | &%
Paint the tops and bottons of Screecs. The two
neils ia the ladder make work easier and keep
the trim away from the ground acd dirt.

PNYC 00013231




hand opersted piston a=d cyliscer that forces the comps.—d
oyt a smsll opening and ipto the crsck. The surfaces
sround the crack must be wiped cleac.

Pointia; Trim Devalop & srstem o prevent resracinmg s3%s:s.

and, Dust, and putty rirst. e copsider Low tns sesh
or door must be Jeft. Can it be opep? Aill it stay opez
or does it need a brace or dlock to keep it in place. et
the necessary materisls together to do the whole Jot tefore
you begin. ' '

For an exarple, go through the motions of paizting a Jdoudle
hung saeh. <The runs sre zever paiated.  he dottom axd
top of the inside sask is painted with the outside.

Paise the ipside saush to within 2" or 3" of the top.

Trace the putties starting with the left side of the “cri-
tontal top, then the right acd left verticels. ace the
sash and lower it to about 5" atove the s1ll. The top
car. be wiped cleaz in this position. I the tsint is
fast setting, finish the bottom part by lifting the outer
sash. If the paint is slow setting, paint the top of the
outer czash and lift it to wipe the icsile facc clean of
the fat edge. Thex trace the putties, face it and lift
it to within 1/2" of the top snd paizt the totiom edge.
This exposes the lower section of the insile sash which
can then be finished.

Sext, paint the upper casing, side cesings, a=d #ill in
the order meptioned axd finien by painting ucder the siii.

For casement windows azd doors, paint the top eaud botion
szd the edge that faces out when they wre opea. Print

these edges first, trace the putties and face the sash.

Systems like these rean speed. s exterience is gainod
esch man learns s systen of his own that works well.

Pajating screens offers a problem. The wire rust de
blacked. A carpet type spplicator §s best to put the
black on with. Wipe the black off the [rame to meke
covering easier. - Thea possible do all the blacking cne
day and paint the frames the rext so the tlack and the
trim color Jdo not streak.

All metal such as gutters, downspouts, wrougnt irom, pise
rails, otc. should be eleaned of rust and spot primed with
rod lead where the metal iz bare, before recosting.

"Fupdamentale of Paimting® iz the Septamter 1ssue of the
Peint Mill covered briefly the types of paiant to be used
for exterior wood. It is eppliceble for painting ex-
terior trim also and is reccmrended reading 4{m cenjunction
with this article.
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