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"Eating
Somg Fish
A Hazard

{e) Now York Times News Service

NEW YORK — more
then any n!hnrssperr:'on, is
usually celebrated by fish-ov-
ing gastronomes for its early
runs of shad and their bighly
prized roe, and for the abun-
dmnce of st bass. i

In addition, the seasonal de-
mand for freshwater species
such as carp, pike and white-
fish is ruRy reased, since
those lish are prime ingre-
dients of gefilte fish, tradition-
ally served during Passover.

IF THE public has suddenly
become apprehensive about
eating ish, there is ev-
ery reason for the concern.

fven the recently publiciced

. {emale

'1,000 people in Japan suffered

MOST of the evidence con-
cerning the effects of PCB's
bas been arrived at through
experiments done oo labora-
tory animals. After a series of
relatively low-level dosages,
monkeys were
found to lose some of their re-
productive faculties. Consider-
ably higher levels were need-
ed to cause liver cancer in
rats. Mink are
c-publc: In 1M

m!'l — 8.3 parts per mil-
hickens purchased
in New York State; as a re-
suit, 140,450 chickens were de-

As for humang, more than

PCB poisoning in 1968 after
contaminated rice oil.

The people suffered from
fatigue, headaches, pain in the
joints, anemia, acne-form
eruptions, pigmentation
h and swelling of the

{
the Hudson River by the i:‘-
Gustrial chemical and suspect-

eyelids, ‘n was u= f&m that
WI ‘women e group
d PCB's in their fatty

diphenyis (PCR3), th
e S S0
wl‘;(ku:h evels of those

UNTIL August 1975, litt)
was done about the Hudson's
PCB contamination, which
resulted mainly from dis-
charges {rom the two Genera!
Electric plants — at Fort Ed-
ward and Hudson Falls. At
that time, (he State Commis-
sioner of Environmental Con-
servation, Ogden R. Reld, or-
dered tests that showed an
nhrmin,ly high concentr:
of PCB’s, far above the per-
missible Food and Ad-
ministration limits of 5 ppm.

As a result of Reid's find-
ings, Robert P. Whalen, the
State Commissioner of Health,
issued orders last month for-
bidding all fishing between
Fort Edward and the Troy
Dam. He also prohibited the
consumption of all eel from
the river and advised that pub-
lic intake of river fish be lim-
ited to one portion per week
and suggested that infants and
Ppregu. women not est any
fish from the river. Shad was
an exception to the order,

dif dequate testing of

tissues and, that, p
a3 a result, nine out of 10 be-
bies born alive bad uousually
grayish skin and were born
underw:

Eavironmental Scieace &

. 0
are caught, the only entirel
safe course Is to fol ul
fish, pending lnﬂlnrnlgdhp.
Robert H. Boyle, & devoted
Hudson River sports fisher-
man who
finding high
striped bass from the river,
said, "‘Shopping
het these days is like plck::r
your way through a minefield,
l::d“.l a shame. Fish i3 great

— len, roteil
delicious.” 004 protein and

Y
last month that blood tests
amoeg the rice oil patients
made in 1973 and 1974 showed
that PCB levels in the most

3
1ast November that at least 65
of its employees in two plants
in upstate New York had be-
come il over a 15~ period
under conditions that might
bave been aggravated by PCB

exposure.

the new spring run.

e, & senior writer for
Sports lllustrated who has
written widely about the Hud-
son, said that he had submit-
ted fish samples to a labora-
tory for analysis.

“‘The lab found a concentra-
tion of 11 parts per million in
striped bass eggs and 4 ppm in
the flesh," Boyle said. ''I'm not
about. lo eat striped bass or
any other fish (rom the Hud-
son River, the Finger Lakes
or Lake George. 1 do eat large
mouth bass and sunfish and
other such fish that I catch
mysell away {rom any human
drainage systems.’ .
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