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Chaplcr XXM United States Rubber Company
{now Uniroyal, inc.)

s

It was an March 30, 1872, that a ¢zl group of New
England footwear companies tecided to puol theie Lnomu’-
and cqmpmcm for' greater efficiency and z‘c..tcr profit. W::
an initial investment of $100.000, this endeavor marked &
start of the Unitad States Rubiler Comnany. Then the ¢
cept of industrinl rescarch was vet unicnown, but in 1977,
U.S. Rubher beecame one of the first companies to have 3

tli—nli

vr restarch Libworatary, Over the vears the eampany expand.d

its international aperatione and diversified its proaduct linas
and 15 texliuy o leling manufacinrer of fibers, textiles, ehem-
icals and pl.:sncs. as well as rubler products. Dy the eariy
1900°s 3t was peneraity reengnized that the ame U.S. Rubber
no longer adeguately described the company’s operatiors,
After almost five vears of study and resesrch brought on Ly
the nced to find a truly representative name for the firm, =5
of February 27, 1967, the now billiun-doiiar corpuration Le-
came officially knawn as Uniroyal, Inc. George R. Vila is
Chairman of the Board and Presid:nt.

Uniroyal's interest in ashestos texciles stems from te
inventive gunting of one man, Doutwell H. Foster, and fren:
his lifelong assnciation with Hcrll‘rl E. Sunbury, The ¢o'-
Ialration uf these two geatlemen is an isteresting story in
itself and is germane to the asbasios textiic history of Uli-
royal. -

Toth Dout Foster and Tlerd Sunbusy were bLorn i=
Tewksbury, Massachusctts, were sons of reighboring truci:
farmers, aed were graduates of Lowell, Macaachusetea, Hig
Schonl. Toach carned his Rachelnr of Textile Engmecrins
degree at ] nwell Textile School (now the Lawell T et
logical Institnte)—Dout Foster in 1917 zed Herb Sunbors
n 1918, They were {rateenity brothers i Dalia Kappz [0

Uwen peachimtion from Lowe!l Tevt'le Sebanl, Do
Foste - emne empioved at Unirconi's Gonaral Laliorntare:
He r ained there for a prriced ol seroavimare’y 4% v
untif *'u retirctnent on Deceniber 31, 17320 Ths Geners
Lalwomitories, now calied the Rescarely Conter, were estni
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i o« Jdished in 1911 at New Brunswick, New Jersey; moved to

*+ New York City in 1913; to Passaic, N.J., in 1923; and tco
Wawne. N.T.. in 1937.. Over the yecars Bout Foster contrib-
uted imponiamiy to the development oi tire cord, Lastex
yarns and mumerons other textile products. Approximatcdy
70 patents weie iesued in his name. While the tabaratories

« were located at I'assaie, Dout Foster began his experiments

. in spinning fine a.hestos yarns by a new process—ultiniately

: resulting in his leing awarded a basic patent.

As is knoun by those in the industry., most asbestos
textile manufacturers card on the woolen system and spin on
the cottan system, but with one important exception. There is
no doubling aml drafting in the spinning of most ashicstos
yarns. In the early 1930's Bout Foster conceived the ides

J that ashestos fine yaras could he spun without the use of
% . relatively Ligh<priced. lung-staplc asbestos fiber if a prac-
" ticable mieans conid Le found to incorporate the usual cotran

drafting process intn the manuincture of asbestos yarns. As

N Uniroval was not_then 3 manufacturer of asbestos textiles,

Bout Foster tutnea tn his good friend, Herb Sunbury, {or tie

asbestos roving required for use in his spinning experiments.

At the time, Hoerh Sunbury was GCeneral Superiniendent far

the Allhestos Corparation. Philadelphia, Pennsvlvania, {The

. ; history: af Alhestos was covered in Chapter XVIIL) Willam

) i G. Kitchien, 'rosident of Allbestos, encouraged Rom Foster

' ' to peracvere in his spinning expariments, despite carly sets

. : backs, and autherized Superintendent Sunbury to fuenich the

) extremely aniferm raving needed for the purpose. PProvress

R ! pareanted the installsting of ni'at dactities at Uneeavi s

.. : Lk URneTAl T nnfir: ifins T35, fanll SBUSEORLITY it L0 e

aNYy & Sy Mo Tiaesa (g, Cacroia.
n 1930, “nliowing e coan ot Mr Kitchen, the Al

* bestos Corporatien was iiguiiated. Herh Sunbury then be-
: came assoviaterd with the Astestos Textile Cempany, Norh

Bronkficid, Muecirlugeis, and continued 0 supply Tew
Foster with revirg femm thar mill,

. . Abtinaghy the fired vemny rracduzed by the prtereed
M . were lesy unilzrm ineorseeseerien than were unds 2d
: the new process Cid pravide a mieans of praducing nthe
fine yarns at lower enes and with greatly imzraved wenving

strength. Yarns rzaging up to 5000 yards per pound wer:

-
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produced. with the average in excess of 2000 vards per
<+ pound. The trade name of *Asbeston™ was zdopied to de-
" * seribe the yarns produced by the new proress and the fabries

- : woven frum the:e yurhs. On December 13, 1941, the Ase
‘ - beston trde muark was filed wun the U.S. Tatenr Gince,
under Serid Xo.-erJ, 710 Tne new trade marfe for asbestos
yarns was passed for publication, and was publisiied Febru-

Te ary 17, 1042, -

e e Tarly in 1241 Uniroyal decided to begin the commereial

. F production of ashcsins textiles and space was providud at the
) Stark Mills, a major producer of cotion yarns and cotton
duck. On the revenmmendation of Bout Foster, Herb Sunbury
was employed. etfeetive April 1, 1041, to purcitase and super-
: ,"K vise the sctting up of the necessary equipment. which in-
cluded picking. cartding, spinning and weaving machines, The

mill was in eperation by mid-July of that vear and Herb

N Sunbury then ook aver respousibility for Asbestnn aales. e
‘ served in that capacity until 1958 when he was appointed
. - Manager, Asbeston Praduct Development. —d

The first commereial production of asbestos textiles soid
© under the Ashestnn trade name consisted of woven asbestos
. . - tapes having rominal ganges of 0107, 013" and .020". Tiw
. next step was to Jevelop a line of asbestos fabrics weighing
| eight to twen!'y ounces per square yard, At that time, any
' fabrie weighine: less than sixteen ounces per square yiard was

t considered “light weight' by the asbestos textiie industry.
- | In 1942 1he demand for Asbeston yzms and fabrics
. .. : justificd the builtling of a new miill, adjacent te the Siark
S ' Mills. The eapacity of the orginat mill was more thin dou-
C T . Bledl A C Lon's, Manager ef the Stark Mille, and 11 1
! Daniel, Superintandent, continued to be responsilic for As-
beston, as they Lad hren from its pilot-plant infancy. It sonn
becamc apparsut tlat full-time sunervision was neesied and in
S 1943 Manmeer Mike Link promated Do T. Austin, I, 10
‘ ! the new position of Swperiniendont of the Asbeszen Derart-
_ . e nent. Tex Austing, as his nickname fmiplics, 15 a notive of
- ’ : Texas and a craudunte of Texas Technolagizal Coller ¢, Lube.
o i .. bock. His rarc ¢o nhinntion of manageoment zad enginec:ing
o skills proved to he of major hnperiance in furisring the
perfection of text’le precessing teelnigues znd in the rapid
growth of the A<l rston Deparimont. Sinee the Intier part of
1966, alter 23 years 2s Superintendent, Tex Austin now

-l e
.
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detotes full time to Asbeston product development in Uhni-

. L royal's Resenrch and Development Department and Harold

: 70 AL Willingham became responsible for production of Uni-

" rovals textiles. At preseat. B. E. Carden is Superintendent.

LT Tex Austin emaishies to be active in the afinirs of thie As-

bestos Textiic Institute, as he has been for many vears.

serving orizinnilv as 3 member of the Air Hygiene & Mann-

. . facturing Comitree and, currently, of the Technical Com-

. "t eumittee,

© 7 %=, The willingness of Uniroyal to spend a sizeable amcun:

of meney over a period of approximately ten yeurs in re-

seazch anel develapencnt effory resulted in the establishment

of the Asbesten Department. making products not previously

obtainable at attractive prices and giving employinent to giay

people in an arca where jobs were searce. This is in marked

contrast to the present trend to mergers and conglomerates

-~ where Inrge eompanies acquire. by purchase, the skills and

‘ experience of smaller eompanivs. Uniroyal deserves credit

for carvivg its niche in the ashestas textile industry. H. Gor-

don Smith. now retired as Vice President and Gener:

Manager of Uniroyal’s Textile Division. was a staunch sup-

porier of the Ashbesion project from its beginning and de-
rived much eatisfaction from the success of the endeavar.

Dr. Gearge C. Holroyd has been in charge of Ashesten
developmient work for the last twenty vears. Sclieduled to
retire fronn {nirnval this mentlt (April 1972), Doc Holzerd
is reeponsilie for the developiment of most of the special
. finiches for Unireyal’s asbestos varns and fahirics. ’

" One of the factors in Uniroyal's decision in 1941 to
' beain crmunercial manufacture of asbestos textiles was the
. pralabilite of an enlarged demand for the materials i riwe
event the United States were to become dizectiy invoived in
World War T{. The war record of the Asbeston Deparinent
proved this to have heen a wise decision. . The FHogansiiiie,
Georpia, piant wove many thousands of yards of lighrweizin
ashevas eiot) need in fircfzbters snits. Lurge guamtivies of
) tubular wowen ashestos cinth were used ns esllapsil 2 ozir
- . duess (o prefiest aireraft enzines, Another and quite e e
- ) - contribmtion 10 the war cffors eonsisted of air disets wmineed
e ' o frem rubberized asbestos eloth, More than 2000 epczin!
o ‘ ' * ehapes aud sizes were furnished to aireraft mmnninctun s
Following World War 11, Uniroyal develrped a couted
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Asbeston cloth for use as<a burnproc! houschold ironing
board cover. The iten: was a3 great success and resulted in
one of the laryest markcws cver devcloped for lightweight
asbeszos cloth, Despite the inroads miade by syrthetics and '
other competitive malcrials in the last 25 years, ashesios
ironing:Lbourd covers still represent a sudstantial market for
fightweight asbestos elnth.

Another consumer product introduced by Uniroyal con-
sisted of dish towels composed 2050 of asbestos fiber and
80% of catton filer. ‘The towels were dved in 3 variety of
attractive colars and they gained for the company much
desirable publicity. IInwcver, the costs involved to create 2
volume market were much too high, and production was dis-
continued. : .

In 1958 Unitoval's Textile Sales Department was re-
organized. The Asbeston Department became a part of the
Industrial Textiles Sales Division, hieaded by Fred T. Hop-
kins. A moditieation of the sales organization took place in
1959 and thic responsibility for industrinl textile sales, inclnd-
ing Asbeston, was assinned to Staton J. Deele, Jr. Under Mr.
Peele’s supervision the Asbeston line was expanded to in-
clude standard-weight aehestos textiles in addition to the fine .
of lightweizli ashestos fabrics and yvarns already identified by [
the Asheston trade wark. My, Pecle has been a staunch sup-
porter of thir Ashestos Textile Institute and served as
President in 1963 ~ud 1964, When tora] saies of preducts in
five.commadity lines of industrial textiles becamu so volu-
mirsus as'to be impractical for one person to handie. Mr.
Peele, in 1067, weneed nver the Ashestan sales respensiviiity
to Richard T. Clark. Dick Ciark continued for several years
as Sales Manacer of the Asheston Denzriment. Flo was sue-
ceeded by Ldward A, Mareis, now Marketing Manneer tor
Asteston, Univayal Fiher and Textile Division, Ed Morre is
aleo active in the Ashestas Toxtiic Instituge, eurrently serving
on the Daard of Governers and as Chairman of the Aslestos
Advisory Cammitlee. In the Iatter pare of 1970, Staron Peeie
was sppointed Manerer of Industrial Testiles Marketiag, a
kex position in the Tiber and Textile Division. The current
Vice President andl CGeneral Manager of the Division s o
Clzrence . Sigler, Jr. -

Upon reaching mandatory retirement 2ge on Marzh 3
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. : Hcrls Sunlury left: the Asbeston Deparcncm with 2]
. - ) yenfs of scrvice. This impiessive period of employment was
| but a chapter in n lenuthy, productive earecr. He sturred in
. l the asbestos textite husiness in March 1919 2s a luburainry
g i technician with General Ashestos and Ruebber Company. As
v t of his;retirement {rom Uniroyal, Herb Surbury had Lzen an

active member of the industry for 43 years. On July 1. 1903,
hie accepted part-time emplovment as Exceutive Seeretary of
the Asbestas Tensile Instiruge. He has done and continucs to
accomplish much to stimuiate attendance at “ATI miectings.

Uniroyal cuntinues as an active and constructive member
of the ashestos textile industry. The laboratory experiments
initiated by Dowwcll T, Foster have grown into a mill which
is an impnrtant factor in the trade. The scores of executives.
and others, tao nmucraus to mention in this brief hisiory, who
contributed 1o the sumerss of Ashesion are 10 be conmended
for their untiring, productive efforts.
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Next Issue . ... Chapter XXIV: Taliman-McCluskey Febrics Co,

THE COVIR .

) . b The largest Trinsite transmission pipe project in Colo-
7. - . ! rado was installed recently in a new housing area and mobile
$oo . L : home park: inder develorinent in Thornton, “ebuet thiree miles
.7 T . north of Denver. Maore ‘than two miles of 24-inch aad 1209
) . S fect of 30-inch pipe was Iaid in five feet of cover.
- : : ' According ta a spelesman for Co!on.,o Pl e Lines, Inc,,
: contractor for the $207°800 job, the T-pipe “gaes 1oy
N easily” and “waelis well” I!s n*’xturc of -.-;c~ "3 finots,
i and cement makes the ¢ pc highiy covension-resisiant te €y
1 and waters. W\ fewr cowlicient ef C=130 minimizrs sorerntd
: . : friction with neininiem head loss.

- : o ' Steel mortardined and conted fitings s olied by J.
’ e K| Forni were wnverl 1o accept the T-pipe coupli.. Pips was

. . . - ' specified by Rulu 1t V. Corsline, cit ¥ engineer with Thormion.

' : ' oo o Transite ashestas-conent pipe is manufzziured b, e
: Ly <t Johns-Manvillc Curporntion, L . .
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