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Dr. George . Whegt)ey - P
Aesistan% }!eilcaligrectcr Jm 7 '
Metrcpolitan Life Ynsurance Cempany

hew Yerk, New York
Dear Dr. Wheatley: . L

Your letter of the Ird arrived at a most opportune
conent as I an Just planning to £o up tc the asbestos mines next week
t2 reviev again the situation there. I am bringing Dr. Vestal of the
horth Careolina Board vith me becausze he has hed so Duzh experignce with
the real asbestosis that they see in his vicinity.

Y,

The filps that I hav‘efr‘e"dewed. froz Qusbes gererally
fall to show characteristic shsdow patterns and I have reached the can-
clusion that the disease which they have is ninimal and culte different
froz the chanzes produced by inhaling fitre in %he farricating mills.,
Fost 22 the Luetec cases show little mcre thar non-specifis, linear
exagreretion which I telieve is due to porticulste serpentine ani cother
non=-fibrous silicetes.

l have rald tlaee or four autopeies from the Thetford
recion; a2ll of then complicated by advanced tuberculosis., Microscoplic
exarination revealed minizcal amounts of asbestosis but the change vas
2ot suffisiently marked to be diazncsatle on gross inspecticn. 1 have
Telt Nowever, that the infection was ircidentzl end not & aspecific resul®
cf oscupationel dust. This opinion is strengthened by the fagct that in
North Cerolina the incidence o7 tuberculosis is lower in the asbestos
enployees than in the populaticsn et large. If a predispoeition vere
involved it should operate with ecusl effect in every part of the world.

I woulld think that mortality checks such as you pro-
pose colleoting would te extrenely vgluabdle. In fact I heve urged the
Canadian group to obdtain figures for fefl in Thetford and in Asdestos as
well as other communities of the Province. We knov that the tuberculoel
rate is excessive everywhere up there but relliable figures on the con-
parative mortality in and out of thre industries are not avallabdble. 1If
you can Zet any data I an sure it would be most telpful.

I an in correspondence with Fehnel about the natter ol
colledting more dust sanples to determine the relative nunber of Ifibres
and particles in sir-borne dust. The former, I believe, ere the only
ones capable of producing 2ibrosis and up to now we have based our
ectinmate of the hazard on the total dust count. If we can getl a omcre
refined standerd it should be of practical significance.

Witk best wishes,



