! December 14, 1946

Dr. ¥. E. Cbetz,

Medical Investigator,

The Industrial Commission of GChio,
Coluﬁbus 15, Ohio.

Dear Dr. Obetz:

I ha‘e delayed answvering your letter of Né%emberwzé, partly
through the pressure of other work and partly beczuse vwe have
no direct information on the question reailsed by you.

I havé been led to belleve, in discussions with cther peopTe,
that lead frit is a relstively harmless material under condi-
tions of occupsiicnal exposure. There is, 1 am sure, some
evidetce that the substitutlon of thils preparation for some
of tnose previously in ‘use has resulted in a great diminution
in the practical occupational lead hazard. It would seenm,
from heoreuibal considerations, that this would be the case,
and theres ore I am qulte prepared to believe what I have been
told.| On the other hand, I have not seen conclusive published
data, lnor have I had any personal experlcnce that enables me
to speak at first hand. T doubt very much if tihls material
is capable of giving rise to ilndustrial lead polsoning under
the conditions of its use, snd if I have occasion to find
evidence on this point one way or the other, I ghall he glad
to call your attenticn to it.

Cordially yours,

nobert A. Kehoe, M. D.
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Des

the

=r Dr. Kehoe:

We have recently had several questions and clesims regarcing
> toxicity of lead frit (lead monosilicate).

We have been unable to find anything very definite in our

literature and are wondering if you have had any experience with
this product. Kindly write and advise, giving your opinion as to
whether or not this form of lead is capable of producing lead
poisoning, especially in potteries where it is used in the manu-
facture of glaze. Any information you can give us will be greatly

7

appreciated,
! _ Very truly yours,
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