Paint-Poison Dangér

To Children Fought
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SmaY children who live @
sium buildinzs ané the la-
Jorde who own the property
hove a stpke in a test project
socr: to be undertaken by the
city in cooperation with a
raint-indusiry trade associa-
tion,

Tha test will be to deter-
mine the effectiveness and
ecenomic {easibi!ity of using
a nontoxic solvent to remove
layers of oid paint from the
walls of det-nonnng apart-
ments.

P.ans for the test we
dec-ibed last week by a dty
hea:th offi~u} as he dis-
cusses. 8 continuing contro-
versy o0.°r  whether the
Jinder; Auministration Wwas
movng with sufficient speed
tc med: the problem of lead
poisoring ‘n small children
cavsed ty paint and plaster
bity that pea! and flake from

‘walls ané ceilings in blighted -

apartmentz. Health officials
acknowleégs a danger be-
cause the paint and plaster is
often eatern bV youngsters.
The community groups
charge thst the coity is not
mwoving fast enough to de-
‘velop a program to dea! with
the probler. Such a progrem,
twey hold, should include
not only more thorough and
sycstematic procedures for de-
tecting Jead poisoning in slum
children, but aiso the removal
of old -coats of poisonous
paint fromm epartments in
-blighted sress. This kind of

NL1I

eetbn would be expénsive
for landiords and would re-
quire city ald, leaders of the
community . groups scknowi-
edge.

City officials contend that
over-all they are mowing as
quickly as they can in the
situstion and thset, In the
matter of the old
paint, economically prectical
procedures gre still being in-

Although the .ciuse of the
peril —Jead-based apartment
print—was outlawed here'a
decade ago, and the most re-
cent coats of paint in deteri-
onthg spartments do .not
contain dangerous levels of
lesd, Ialling paint and plaster
chips' in such apartments are
still poisonous because the
Jesd content from coats of
older paint ususlly form o
sizable part of such chips.

When tmlil children eat
the flaking pteceo—o many
ypungsters between the ages

of 1 to 5 do=they open
themselves to a disease that
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lu A0 call the lead-poisoning
_dmﬁon to public attention.

| Dr.Joseph A. Cimino, med-
ljeal director of the Heslth
|Department’s poison control
center, estimated that there
'were 20,000 young children
with undetected lead in thelir
systems at a potentially dan-
{ gerous level, and 5,000 others
with undetected lead at an
already dangerous Yevel.<

. The scientists’ group, the
‘New York Scientists’ Com-
‘mittes far Public Information,
gives a more conserv

muooootom%_.
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with
bere.

mmmn.!«nd:‘-
dissemingtes -

280,
! sciestific information needed
' to determine public policy.
' Its board of advisers includes

" well-knewn doctors and acl-

, entists such as Dr. Alan Gutt.

. macher, the gynecologist who
is president of Planned Par-
enthood - World  Population,
In any case, ali the parties

in the controversy agree that
the few hundred cases of
lead-poisoned children that
come to the Health Depart-
ment's attention each year
‘are only a small portion of
the existing cases—a situa-

t.ion not limit.ed to New York
1‘0 M withtbcprublem.-j -

.amwm
“ll;‘htl'nl task force¥dast
“Afgust, and & second greup

“Has afso been formed ‘hat ™

| includes representatives . of
1mtdeplrtmntu¢o!the
‘!undinu Depm:nenf. “the
Department * of Rent :and
;noum Maintenance ‘and
i Mayor Lindsay’s office.
Also’ fomedlutm;tust
was a Citizens’ Committee to

, End Lead Poisoning, repre-

. senting about 20 slumarea

" organizations. It contends
that the city task forces have

beeamovhtgtooslawlyon

the prodlem.

L!unsfutl.swecan"
Although the Heal:h De-
: partment hes the legai power

' to order the remcval of cid

ocoars of heavily leaded paint

if they are a heelt™ hazard,

sach an order “without a

practical suggestior for ex-

ecuting it is worthless,” Mr.

Kent said.

As part-of an attemp® to

' find a prectical sugzgeswon,
he mid, the test with the

© pontoxic solvent wiil be car-

, ried out in an old buiding in
about two weeks, in coopera-
tion with the New Yctk
nnt, Varnish and Lacquer

. Association.

© Costs and results of the
method will be comparad
with those of other sesgesiad
ways of rereving .}:e denger
of the old paint—by cover-

' ing walls with plasterdoa-d
‘ or wallboard or by buming
« or sandirg the pzir: off.

The latier two methods
are considered unfessizie by
some because one is a fire
hazard and the otrer would
cause lead dust dzagarout t0
workmen and tenants.

Whateve- riethnd is fauand
Jleast costly shouid b= com-
puisory in slum buiidings,
with the owners ccceiving
tax abatement c¢r cther {i
nancial sid to help firance

. the paint removal zrd resur-
. facing, Pau! Du Brul, a'
“gpokesman for the citizens’
comumittee, said,

- ‘Landlords o slum. bufld-
-ings can be expeciedtz aryue
that the demanded part re-
moval can be carried out

, only with full city aid Thest

owners contend that con-

' trolled rents fn spch build-

. -ings bhave prevented them

fromp fighting decay and have
: Jed to owner abanconmerts
¢ -As @ practica} ‘matter, in

: apartments whbere & child has

U been fourd suffering from

‘lead poisoning, . the Health
Depamnem has ° ordered
. lqose paint scraped away and
a new coat applied, officiais

. say. But they admit that this
' is only a‘temporzry solution

because cracking and crum-
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