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D« A. Olson

I think the following comments are pertinent with regard
to the recent incident in Japan:

1. In the U. 3. the only "hyglenic regulatiens’ referring

to chlorinated biphenyls are the Threshold Limit Values

(TLV) for Aroclors 1242 and 1254. The values are 1.0 mg/
cubic meter of air and 2.5 mg/M-, respectively. These

l1imits have been set by the American Conference of Governczental
Industrial Hygienists, a quasi-official group with no

legal authority f{or establishing Pederal standards.

These levela are time weighted averoges deemed to bLe safe
for 8-hour daily exposures in industry for a lifetime of
work. Although they are infended as guidelines, a number
of individual states have considered the TLVs as appropriate
for adcption in state ccdes and regulationa. Purther, Ly
reference, the TLVas can be enforced by the U. S. Department
of Labor in lndustrial plants subject to the Walsh-Healey
contract act.

2. There ars no regulations concerning the Aroclors in
applicatiocns where there might be oral ingesation of these
materials. For example, there are no direct food additive

or indirect food additive uses approved by the Food and Drug
Administration. To ocur knowledge none of Monsanto's custcumers
have applied for a petition for regulations permitting such
use although currently a petition:for the use of Aroclor

5460 in adhesives for food packages is in development.

Similarly there have been no epplications in the pesticldes
field where the U. S. Department of Agriculture would have
to be consulted.

In the absence of prespective uses which would require
such governmental clearances, there has been no incentive
to undertake the extensive animal toxicity studles which
would provide data neceasary for establishing a human diet
tolerance.
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I don't know how much of the above will help in the
sltuation in Japan but I leave 1t to your judgement as to
what should be [orwarded.

BElmer P. Wheeler
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