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Dr* Robert A. Kehoe 
Un iversity o f Cin cin n ati 
College of Medicine 
Eden Avenue 
Cin cin n ati 
Ohio •

My dear Bobs

Thanks very much fo r  your le t t e r  of September 7th enclos­
ing a copy of your memorandum to  Dr* Thompson. You have asked fo r  
comments on th is  memorandum and I s h a ll be glad to give them*

There are two points in  which I th ink th a t you have stated  
the case perhaps a l i t t le  more stron gly than we would have done in  New 
York although I do not know th a t  Dr . Thompson w ill m isin terpret them.
One of these is  exem plified  in  the f i r s t  sentence and is  implied several 
times la t e r . I  r e fe r  to  the phrase, "have given the Ethyl Gasoline Corpora­
t io n  complete con trol o f a l l  operations and fu l l  r esp on s ib ility  fo r  a ll 
hygien ic measures necessary fo r  the sa fe ty o f workmenn. Prom a le ga l 
standpoin t, the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation has never fe lt  th at i t  had con­
t r o l of the blending operations and in  our r e fin e r s lice n s e s , we d isolaim  
a l l  r esp on s ib ility  fo r  anything th a t  might happen except from proven 
negligence on our p a r t . This may seem to  you to be too le g a lis t io  but 
I  merely mention i t  in  order to  keep the records s tr a igh t .

The seoond poin t is  th a t  your memorandum might give the 
impression of an admission on our par t th a t  our operating patents w ill 
exp ire sh o r t ly . I t  is  true th a t  the d ecis ion  of the Supreme Court by 
im p licat ion  a t le a s t  questions the v a lid it y  o f the broad use patent 
whioh exp ires in  1947. However, t h is  is  an im p lica tion  only since the 
decision  o f the Court pointed out th a t  the v a lid it y of the paten ts was 
not in  con sideration . True, cer ta in  manufacturing patents begin to  expire 
w ith in  the next oouple of years although there are d e ta il patents which 
have a longer  l i f e . Cer ta in  use paten ts a lso  exp ire in  1943 but we 
ce r ta in ly  cannot regard i t  as estab lished  th a t  the broad use paten t exp ir ­
ing in  1947 is  in va lid  although i t  doubtless may be attacked in  the courts
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a fte r  1943.

I  am wondering i f  you have anything d e fin ite  in  mind in  
the second sentence o f the second paragraph on page (3 ) , suggesting as 
having the Pub lic Health Service requesting the States to  pass laws 
r e la t in g to  the operation of the te t r ae th yl lead ind u str y.

Cer ta in ly the problem of oontrol o f the industry from the 
standpoint o f the p u b lic hea lth  w ill be more complicated in  the fu tu re 
than in  the past and deserves thought on the par t of a l l  of u s .

With kindest personal regards, be lieve me*
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