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The discussions 1n the Conference revolved 1arge1y around
three fundamental questions:

1, Will standards play an increasingly important and
expanded role in our national economy?

2. What ghould be the relative roles of Government and
industry in standardization activities?

3., Is a substantial increase in standards for consumer
goods to be expected in the post-war era?

The Conference took the following formal sction with regard
to policy matters: .

RESOLV®D

That in the opinion of the Conference, - the

rapid growth of standards activities, their exten-
slon into new fields, and the bearing of stand-
‘ards upon production and sale all make it
important for top management to give attention to
this matter and to provide for its orderly
development.

That this Conference endorses in principle

the report entitled "Standards in Commerce -- A
Bagis for Action,? submitted to the Secretary of
Commerce by Mr, Csrroll L. Wilgon.

i That the National Buresu of Standards can increase

s . the value of its sarvices to industry by strengthen-

ing its work on the fundamentgl standards and methods
of measurement and on the development of data needed

in standardization activities,

That the Conference notes with approval the steps
taken by the American Standards Association to
broaden the scope of 1ts work so that 1t may deal
with any. standard or standardization project,
whether in the field of englneering or consumer
goodes or in any other field which deserves
national recognition,

That in the field of consumer goods, Jjust as in
other fields, each standard approved by the ASA
must represent the work of those groups which #re
concerned with its scope and provisions; and no
effort must be made to impose standards on them.

That this Conference expresses 1ts readiness to
reconvene and to be of further service to the
S8ecretary of Commerce, if requested.

It wag the view of the conference that industry should
take & strong leadership in the lncreased standards activities
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which are bound to follow the enormous industrial expansion of the
United States -~ and especially in thoee activitiee which 1involve
negotiation, opinion, Judpment, and compromise. It was the con-
eengur of oplinion that there should he full cooperation on the

part of the Federal Government. Aes expressed by Mr. Carroll Wilson
in a report prepared for the Secretprv of Commerce (and which was
endorsed in nrlnciple by the Conference):

"The public rhould 100k vrimerily to business rsther than
Government, to evolve the vnerformance data it wlll want,
Likewise, standardc develovment should follow the volun-
tory agreement process as 1ts main chennel. For this

work ..... povernment agencies c¢san orovide facts, measure-
ments, snd technical assistance, these vill be thelr best
contributions "

Much of the discussion in the Conference was devoted to
standards for consumer goods, it belng the general view that the
post-war years will see extenslve developments in this field which
vill reguire the full particlpatlion of all interests, including
those of the consumer.

One member of the Conference sald, in effect, that this
part of the discussion could be summarized by the statement that,
“However much we have differed on detalls, there 1s one point
upon which there has been unanimous agreement, namelv: that our
.customers are entitled to full information in regsrd to the nro-
ducte they buy from us."

Not .only did the Conference "note with approval” the
steps which have been taken by the American Stsndards Association
to brosden the fleld of its activities, but it wae the genersl
view that present fields would heve to "be cultivated more inten-
sively; snd further, that sarrangements sghould be made for varti-
cipstion and support on a broader basie -- both by organlized
groups and by individual companies ~- 1n the work of the ASA,

Excernta of the discusslion of questions hefore the
Conference are stteched.

Appointment of Conference CommLttee

The Conference recomnended the apnointment of » com-
mittee by the Secretery of ComWPrce

"to advise with the Fresident of the ASA in regard to
the recommendations of this conference and the stens
to be trken to effectuate these recommendatlons and
thereafter to revort to the Secretarv of Commerce
through the Visiting Commlttee."
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. In accordance with thie resolution, Mr. Wavne C. Tavlor,

Under Secretary of Commerce, apnointed the following committee:

Charles E. Wileon, Preeident (Chairmsn)
Generel Electric Eomnanv )

Frederick M. Feiker, Dean of Eneineering
George Wachington Universlty

Clarence Francie, Chairman of the Bosrd
General Foods Cormnoration

Ephrsim Freedman
R.H. Macy & Company, Inc -

Frank B, Jewett, President
National Academy of Sciences

Williem B, Yarner, President
McCall Corporation :

Arthur D, Whiterlde, President
Dun & Bradstreet, Inc

R,E. Zimmerman, Vice-President
U.S, Steel Corporation

Excernte
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