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To Menmters of the Lead Industries Association, Inc.t

"SILICOSIS N TEE METAL MINUKG INDUITRY®

The Public Bealth Bervice of the U, 8. Department of Fealth, Bducation and
Velfare and the Burcsu of Mines of the U, 5. Depertment of the Interior have
coopersted 1n & three-year study of 67 mines in this country, 22 of vaich vere
lead-1inc-silver mines. Medical exaxipstions of eaployees and moesurements of
the air-borve dust coocentratiors vere made and the results reccrded. Ve thirck
many of our mesbers vould be interested in resading this evaluvation vhich has

recently been printed.®

Of interest to ua here are the conments pade and the results listed regarding the

present-&ay prevalence of lead polsoning sxceg niners in the lesd mines. Ko ‘

medical exaninatiocs for lead were mode but each ecployes vas @uestioced concerae

ing his medical experiecce vith lead and these results are quite intereosting. A
@ total of 265 men had suffered lesd polscoing out of 4,281 exployees. This repre

scnts & prevalence of 0.7% shiich 18 in sharp coatrest vith the prevalsnce of

1% of the Utah metal xiners reported in & previous survey conducted in 1939.

Yor your intersst ve quote the ccoplete sectics from this USPES publication.
"Eistory of less Polsouing

A past history of lesd poisoning vas reported by 82 metel mine vorkers.
Purther sxamipation of the records of these men indicated that for 21, the lead
poiscuing eplaode had occurred at a time whon they wvere not erployed {0 metal
mining. Tesxs menticced incluled spraying orchards, peinting, meking storege
batteries, snd welding apd clesning gssoline tanks,

The remining 61 pen had euffered froa lead poiscoing vhile employed st metal
mices. This constituted & prevelence of O.% percest of workers at all mines. If
canly men workinrg at mines vhich were produc 1ead Vhen the present study vas
made are considered, there were found to de men vbo reported having hed leed
polecning st scme time 1n their past experience. This rejresents & prevalence
of 0,7 jercent ss coatrested vith 1b percent of the Utah metal minere wvho reported
e hiatory of lead poisuning vhen surveyed in 15)). Asmg 254 Utah metal miners
examined 1n 19%8, just 1 mea reported ever having bad lead polsoning. If the
1919 rate had continuad the expacted mmber of wen vith lesad polsoning vould have
been Y. The great decreese in percent of men affected can e attributed to many
fectors, amung which might be 8 change 1n the Irvportion of lead ores mined Stbn
sulfide end Jess carbonate ore, wvhich s more likely to ceuse lead polscning).

78 11conts in the Metal Mining Industry -- A Revalustion , 19%8-1961"
U. 8, Departaent of Bealth, ZKduceation, and Welfare, Public Bealth Jervice
Publication No. 1076, (Por sale by Superintendent of Documents, Wealingtom,
D.C, 20602 - Price $1.2%) :
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The followirng tabulatioa shbowva the year vhen the last attack of lesd
poisccing occurred snmong the men Questioned {n the survey.
Year of last lead potscning Neter of nea
Pe?ore 19,,5 s8cervravtiesenssessesesteesonsesaes 1
s, ]915‘19‘05 600060068 080033800¢20000R 0PNt RIS
19‘5-1;’5’0 u--u..-cacnonnuo-ovov-coo-.-coooovv.a
1955 snd later t.’C..t.'."'..l'l.000‘.0'!.0!'10
o Crxnown date ...u.u....o-.....-.-.-.....-.uu
Total cnlcbtotlooonoo-o-ooc-..oo'ool!.'."‘i
= Thesa figures {ndicate that, although lesd polscning among niners {s becoming
increasingly rire, there are atill cases s&ich have developed within the past
fev years. Alacet twvo-thirds of the mines studied revealed oo vorhers vith @
history of lesd poiscning. Only four mines reported mcre than three ceses. The
greatest nurber occurring At any one mine vas elght cases.
]
The mejority of attacks of lesd poiscuing {b recent Yyears had occurred st ‘
the sere n'rs Viere the miner vus vorking st the time of the mril:al cxaninatiom.
Attacks in earlier ycars had usually tarea place at s aine otdar than that st
s vaich the vorzer vas currently exployed.”
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