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Ultimately, someons will have to identify the ?échnicnl experts in the company
and ack them about the real status of the progranm, ¥We should at least make a
point of findine out who these exoerts are. Le*'s stert with this:.

General FHotors Programs on Lbn-Asbestos Fr;ction Materlals for 3rake Systems,

1 page, no author listed. September 7, 1979, passed on to me (now lost) by
the U,5. Environmental Frotection Agencg. This annouhced that €0% of all
passenger car disc brekes (GY) had non-asbestos friction meterials., It pro-
Jocted that all GM 1983 model cars with disc brakes would have asbhestos-fres
brakes; snd all cars and liaht trucks with drum brakes would have asbestos-“ree
brakes by the 1985 model year. "' ¢

1. I suspect that with the deregulation going on in 'ksbin?ton, they haves !
slowed the pace of their asbestos eliminatlion program. Asbestos .
use in brakes actually went up a little from 1980-1981, after dropping
off from 1978 on. *ho wrote this report, and what other reports are

_there inside the company in the sams files that will show us what's
‘going on? " The jury and the- public ‘would like to know if G 1s willing
to exceed its customary standard of safety and try to pravent Nichclson's
prediction of 20,000 excess deaths fver the next 40 years from brake
repair{ an impossible problem to regulate shon—by—shop) from coming true

'land continuing beyond 2020. That's what we are trying to prevent,

ot

2. Technical questions. aside from tha personnel ones tc get at who ths .company
experts are in asbastos subs*itution technology:

whattis their tinetable today for the things mertioned in the 1979
o relesase! Are they making their milestone dates to meet these
deadlines, or exceed‘them? _What are today s models like?

what patents do they havebregaxding asbostos substitutes ‘in brakes or
anything else? what articles have their techinal people published
along tnese lines 1n the last 10 yrs (including anything “in press ")1

,{

: uhat corrsspondence do they have with government agencins or persons
- outside the company regarding these programs? what nemos exist on
S the progreas of the program?' ;

stop.ii iy :
mental’ anginearing (6631 Saroni,Dr.” 4611) nauhas written the esbsstos sube
: ' 1 tior 't-be uut until July. ,

. -éi‘m‘-»‘x““. F&ﬁ .
hIOSﬁ stimates 900 000 people 1n?this céuntry regularly do brako repairs.

n‘ﬁﬁﬂost of them’ use Y compressed air’hose’ to blow off accumulated dust, a mortal
riek, Lsnger" recently published'a caae[roport of asbestosis-mesothalioma in
f}?a ‘brake repair worker: ( 13,1982, 7p.%'1103) ; "and: there will be

. many mores




