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= TiT“THERE 1STA great wp- -
M) s 2 s . - swing.in the usc of asbeates

. A&7 T L . fiber, but the incidence of
- Asbesfos Pige,  pshestos Pipe, - &=

off.” Wright said.

Cancer Tie Hit

Nasmwveet & 7 Cnnd X3 cn

By JIM SQUIRES
Stalf Correspondent

NEW YORK -- There is no
evidence to support & recent
statement by a Nashville doc.
tor that usc of asbestos—cee
ment water pipe might cause
cancer, a noted cancer re-
searcher sald here yesterday,
*  Dr. George Wright, éhair-
- man of The Institute for Oc-
* cupational and Environmental
" Health, said he did not think
. such a relationship *“will ever
. be established.”

¢ WRIGHT, HEAD of the de-

partment of medical research
- In finternal medicine at St.
Luke's Hospital in Cleveland,
Ohio, said a letter from Dr.
James Sncll, an assistant pro-
fessor at Vanderbilt Univer.
. sity school of medicine, sug.
gesting such a relationship
“apparently arises out of an
incomplete perspective” of
the problem. .

Wright spoke to nine Metro

{ councilmen here to tour a’

! Johns-Manville plant in New-
- ark, NJ., a manufacturcr of
ashestos-cement pipe.

Sncll sent a letter last
month to Metro waterworks
director Rohert L. Lawrence
“supporting Lawrence's decl-
sion to prohibit asbestor-ce.

(Turn to Pago 12, Column 1) -

- Cancer Tie Hit

&

(Continucd From Page One)
ment manufacturers from bid-

ding on Metro waterpipe pure

chases. .
. The council commitice on
urchasing had suggested that
awrence  atlow  ashestos-ces
- ment manufacturers to bid be.
cause the produtt is less ox-
- pensive than the cast iron pipe
" now being used.
SNELIL WROTE that asbese
tos is 2 known cauvsc of can-
,cer and can_contaminate
drinking water. The physician
-said he did not belicve this
fact had been brought te the
“ attention of the U.S. Public
Hcalth Service.

Wright, an adviser to the
U.S. Public " Health Scrvice,
said the ashestos-cement pipe
industey had long been aware
of a link between cerlain
types of asbestos fibers and

ling cancer and with Me.
sothelioma, a rare malignant
tumor found on the lung cov-
ering and the gastrointestinal

fract.

He pointed out, however,
that asbestosis (a lung tissue
discasc) and lung cancer arc
caused only by inholation of
certain  ashestos  fibers in
large amounts and over long

periods of time.

MESOTHFLIOMA, he said,
has never been linked posi-
tively with swallowed

. amounts of ashestos and is

“extremely rare.”

“Evidence of rescarch indi-
cates that virtually everyone
is exposed to asbestos fibers,”
he said. “In fact. it would ap-
pcar vcasonable to assume |
that there is no such thing
as not having been’ expuosed.
Il mere exposure is a cause,

we would alt have it.”

Wright cited widespread use
of asbestes fibers in insula-
clectrical  wiring  and

tion,
stove.qvens and toasters.

- besles [iber,

Wright said ashestos-cement
pipe, consisting of 20%: as.
has been - in
water systems in somce arcas
for as long as 30 vears. In
many instances, he said,
there Is' no evidence of wear
in these pipes to release as.
bestos fiber. .

“After this many vears of
experience, i these fibers
were to be a source of Meso- |
thelioma — a dramatic tumor
— it would b2 known," Wright
stated. _

*“THIS WOULD nol escape. .

This is not a new point of in.
terest to the industry.” he
added.
- Wright said manufacturers .
ol asbestos prodicts were
among the first to discover
its possible biological effects
and have spent “millions of
dollars” in the field.

The doctor said he fs pre-
paring a written answer to
Snell's statement.

“1 don't know Sncll or his
background in this arca,”
Wright said, “but no doctor
is knowledgeable in all arcas.

." I have spent much of my life
‘.. In this ficld, and even I am
« .not.”

' SNELL WROTE Lawrence
Nov. 14, stating he would
consider the use of asbestos.
cement pipe *a medical haz-
ard of significant degree™ un-
ti! the U.S. Publie Health Ser-
vice had checked it out com-
plctely. o
Officials of the Johns-Man-
ville Co., asked about this yes-
terday, said the Public Health
Service is among its custo-
mers. .
“We have sold them thou-
sands of fect of pipe,” said
- Jay Baker, product manager.
“I feel certain we will sell
them much more.” .
THE COUNCHLMEN are
scheduled to tonr the manu-
facturing plamt and escarch
center today. The company |
claims its product will save
Mctro £300,000 2 ycar on pipe |
- purchases, .
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