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.. theliome—a form of chest or abdominal  be doing something, you know.” A yos
cancer that accounts for only one out ago last fall, after seveateen years
of every 10,000 deaths in the genersl . making asbestos-lined sewer pipe
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{aeorge Smith, a victim
of asbestosis: "God help
- the man who ties up with
anything like this”
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he street from the plant. At night Smit.
v hobbles back to his room above
d.n'’s Tavenr—a oneblock fourney
hat takes him nearly twenty minutes
wcause he must stop to catch his
weath every three steps. His body is
hir ond frail, and when he talls the
vouls ruttle out of his mouth in a
erics of hoarse belches. “Even H my
riernls would take me, 1 don’t think 1
ould fish bnvinore, because §f 1 got u
dte 1 conldnt do anvthing about it,”
mittv xakd, “I'm finished. } can't work,
wun't Jo anything. Cod help the mun
tho ties up with anvthing like this.”
While the eflects of wxhestos-related
{seases ore, in themselves, fearful, the
tospect of the toll thev may take in
fanvile In the near future is even more
1.)n the neat few years, phyzicians who
ave_studied the problem proedict, the
wmbet of deaths resulting from ws.
stcarelated diseases can be expecten
v teach near-epidemic proportions,
his is so becuuse the gestation period
¢ atbestosis and mesothelioma ranges
gtween twenty and forty vears. Heuee,
ockers who joined the plant in the
le 19302
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10405 are just now be-

ginning to suffer the consoquences, A
study of 689 Johns-Monville emploveex
that was refeased last May showved
that out of seventy men wnd women
who had worked al Jeust twenty vears
in the plant's formerly verv dusly tes.
tile division, some twenty-fouwr of thein,
or 34 per cent, hud died. Thix death
rate i wearly triple that of a similar
group in the generul pupalatom,

vext five or ten veurs ure poing
to be rough du Munville,” 1 was tok] by
Dr. Irving ). Selikoll, direttor of the
Environmental Scicnces Laboratons o
Mount Sinal Hospitid in New York and
the sclentist who conducted the stucy,
“because a kit of people are going tu I
dving, and so far i ane knaws whia
to do nhout it,” Dr. Setitall acds: “\What
is trogic in that this ix a4 manamde
disease, 1t ds vt u visitation fumn
heaven. It was preventable. The e
rious situation thit nonv evists i a poee
ord of (ailure on the gt of ax all—
scdentiste, industry, and goveromnentat
anthenity, Ancd industry is eorrect, in iy

opinion, i pointing out that whant we're |

seeing vow Is a isult of our mistakes
In the past, Having xakl thic, 1 woukd
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wrge the most ftense effurts to ensure
that we du not contimie to make these
mistakes. Too man ven and women
huve dicd of our Bhuwlers already.”

"Perhaps s ather mineral is so woven
into the fabric of Awerican dife ac is
ashexlon, linpervions to heat and Bbrous
—it is the onlv mineral that cau be
woren Bt Cil—ushestos is spun fnto
freprool cathing and theater curtains,
as well ux fota such Louselwkl ftems as
nowomimstibke drupes, rags, pot hold.
ers, und dnmingduard covers. Mised
inte sharry, usheatos ds sprayved onte
girdern el walls 1o provide new build
fnges with Breproof fusulation. 1t is usedd
i loor tiks, rufing felis, and in most
Wasterlusirds und waliboards. Ashestas
w bl an ingreclivnt of plaster and stues
co and of mauny padats gnd putties, This
“mineral of u thonsamd wses"—an o~
Yete nickname: the present conmt stunds

-t srvnnd 3000 uses—{s prolsably pres-

ent I samie form or other in every home,
shool, office Tuikling, ond factory o
the cnmtry, Used fu brake Bnings and
cluteh fuclngs, in muflers vl gaskets,
in scalunts @) canlking, and exiensive

n
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Open spraying of asbestos
on construction sites has
only recently been banned
in some Eastern cities.

ly used in ships, asbestos is alsw a com-
rment of every modem vehicle, includ-

g 1pace ships,

An estimuted five milion peoph—
mer. and women employed in asbestus
plar 13, Insulation workers, construction
woi.iers, steumfitiers, carpenters, tile
setters, and the lke~dufly breathe in
sign'icant amounts of ashesjos fibers.
Dur ng World War 11 some 4.5 million
Amuricans wourked dn the shiphuilding

Mdvllz and were thus ncoupationally
exposed t '

o nsbestos fibers. An estimated
385 million of these people are still
alive. Medical scientists fear that the
Sevinties will bring the first big wave
of atbestos-induced cancers among this
segraent of the population.

In a study published last March in
the Journal of the Nutionyl Cancer In-
stinge, Dv, Merle F. Stunton, a scien-
tist at the Nationu} Institutes of
Health, ranked ashestos second only to
cigarette  smoke umong  the
causes of cancer. Dr. Stanton’s study
points up the fact that asbestos fibers
pose a threat to the health of the gen-
_exxl public, It s a threat that most
eltiss and towns and federal agemcies,
¥ke most ashestos-products manufactus-
en, have been slow to recugnize and
sl to respond to. For vears the sight
of Mumies of nshestas fibers foating
down from construction sites wus com-
mon; Juce In American cities and towns.
It w: 3 not until February of last yeur
that New York City hunned, outright,
the use of asbestox fn sprays used to fire-

{ buildings. And New York was o
ades in this field. (Last December the
Envimnmensal Protection Agenty—lok
lowin;t the example set by New York,
Roston, Philadelphia, and the state of
Minois—~toak the finy kegal steps to-
ward banning constrnclion sjte sprays
fng and “the visible emission of ashestos
particulate matter™ during repalr and
demolition of buildings throughout the
natioe.) Jlow many New \'nrﬁcr: were
bresthing the sl in? Two years ago
Dr. Sclikoffl and his asseiitis at Monnt
Sinal studied lung tisues fron 3,000
comecutive autopsies  performed -
three different New Yok hospitaby
they fuund traces of asbestos in 48.3 per
eent of them. The alr in New Yoek may
not be typical of that in other citivs, hut
the statistics stand as & waming,

The fibers to which the general pub-

lic moy be exposed do not cone only
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in visible Mizzvards or Invisible swirly in
big cities. Euch tine a car mechanic
airhoses out a brake housing, he sprewcs
ushestos fhers through his gurage, Ench
time a do-it-voursell or  professional
curpenter sows up wullbuard or plaster-
haard containing ashestos, he releases
fibers into  the air. So uhiguitons
I ushestos that_ane tewds to fueget
it i there at ull. Last full the New
Yok City Departinent of  Air Re.
snirees tested several hrands of pows
dery papleramaché mix widely used in
clementary  school, und finind  that
sonie samiples contained 50 per oot or
more ushestin,

“The United Statex is e world's fore
most consumer of ashestos, bn the span
of veans from 19065 to 1) American
manfacturens purchiased alnwst one-
thind of the workls autput of as
bostos—an  average of KOO0 qons
per veur, Johms-Nanilke is the giant of
Amevica's baouing. SEhillion ashestos

“amfactiring baniness, Acoording 10

/

Matt Swetonic, sevretury of the Asbes.
tos Toalormation Assocition, un industrve
funded datn disteilnation center with
hewdguarters i New York Citv, Joduse

estublished thelr RArst ashestoseprodicts
plant i what was then culled the town.
ship of Bilkhorough, Soon the rlsml was
yeveiving so much frefght oddressed to
Johns Afanville that raflrad men nick.
namned the place Munwille, In 1829 this
e was lannally adopted by the can.
pany tow.)

Linuted some forty miles sonthwest
of New York, Manvifle is o plain, pre-
domibuntly Polish-Americun town built
out on clther side of n long main
street pictiated by o siugle traflic
Kght. Most of the houses that line the
side strects are post=\Workd War 1) b
gaknvs und Cupe Crxlders, ench with
it sinall frout lawn and hackvurd, ‘The
tall factory stuck und the sprawling
complex of dingy okl and spanking new
boildings of the Johne-Munville pla
domitate the sceve. ‘

T went 1o Manville, not becaniee the
ashestos plont there wus  Johns-Man.
ville's higgest and Jongest established,
but hecuuse the town's warking popula.
tion had been studied mare chosely than
that of uny other ashestos compung
town | went also becuuce 1 hud real
abovt e conditions that Jad Jony
prevailed al the Manville plaut, wol
which bid been shown to be the v
of the kual plague, uml because § i
heard of wew paolivies that prommisesd
great, i late, improvement in those con-
ditins, 1 saw Manville, New Jerses as
o laboratory in which to study the phe
vomenan of a group of husinessnin
nnd jndustrial weorkens tnving to cope
with the painful diskmeny that theis
Lozt cherixhod means of livelihond b
ethal sices to dt. Tt ixa phevotnenon tt,
J stispect, has accurredd, and will ecpeat-
edly necwr, fu the course of this centun
I swhich dndustrial progress  ahwine
My 1o omstrip man's knowledpe of
the ol himan cunsesquences of s
progrss, For, ome on the move, in
dustry {s usulle joo preoccupicd b
panse, Jook Dk, amd belp ont,

Manville  mannfactores betwon 35~ Evilane thit ashestos fibers cnnae

wnd 40 per cvit of the sation’s ashestos
Gl b 1971 the ST00amillom coonpuira-
tim wetted 8427 willion: bt vear it
vettexl $55 million, O thee (aumtee's
A aglusstoneprrerbints plases, ek e
v o] of JLIKKD bovns o § wemnens
}nlm.\-.\lull\'mc- owis Hby Hyve the

“largest of s plnte emg e anbe o

Manville, New Jersen, (ha 10002 Henry
W, Judns, Jro andd Thomas ¥, Manwille

Tong damage was on Jand even belore -
Johw sned Manville started up opes-
ationg n New Jersev, But, o5 Paul Biro.
dene obsenced in “The Magio Miveral,”
aranticke prblished in The New Yorke:
w108, “covness on the part of Indos
tes, thnldity on the part of labor, uml
ultirinens on the part of the medical
l\mlmskm often combined to make earh
veatigations inta the health of asbestos
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AI electron MICroscope
reveals asbestos fibrils

- found in the air of an

asbestos worker's home.

velers mcaningless.” Then, in 1828
1920, e chief medizal impector
.+ Reitith Home Office’s factory de.
«. ment examined JB) asheston-textile
crh-rs andl found that more than 2%
4 ot of them showed evidence of
4 ~:ing from asbestosis. In 1831, on
+ +.a¢iy of the Inspector’s findings, Par-
wesnt made the disease compensable
«: among other measures, instituted
1- dical checkups for workers engaged
; anticularly hazordous processes in
¢ industry, Next, in 1955, Dr. Rich-
3 S. Doll, director of the Statistics!
sesrch Unit of the British Medical
srurch Counell, completed a study
113 consecutive sutopsies of men
» had-been tionally expused
asheston foe more than twenty yeorn,
iFs study: showed that the extent to
iich they hud risked lung cancer aver
» whole period was eleven times s
ut a3 that of men in the generul pop-
tion of England and Wules, Brodeur
serves in his ploncering article on
1 subject: “From then on, many doe-.
s were convinced that @ ceusal re_
Brehin " Berwaen_asliesios . exposire
) lung cuncer bad heen demonstrat-
“sithough almost no part of the vast
axtns-industry—etther” ackiowledged
“relatioashipor Lannd it advitable to
“the independent researchens who
* lnveﬁlgatinu." .
Ko heahhtmeird posed by ashestos
s¢ home tn Manville in 1983, when
Maxwell Borme, a_Jocyl physiclan,
L. {ownsmen
| i mesnthelioma svithin the spaw
e Véars. Four veans later lotow
A=iohmeEMmcTle fur 83,000 to
1% T displayterouute both werk-
an the medical profession st larpge
ashestos-related: diseases; his re-
it was turned down. Bonne sub-
aently apprasched the workers'
“ Lecal BOU of the Unitet Paper.
en 2ad Paperworkers: the wnion

mized the collemtion of the needded

ey.
‘hy heed Johus-Manville declined to
oul? “lIt was our opinion,” Juck

imlg.:" adl s ool i
" ¥ 3 . ©Xe
i to ine Can TUIT there was
P W E;Ei Euvrz ulont nasotheelis
before: u relutiomship with asheaston
1 be sfinned or denied.” Reskles,

" “L.lm.‘i\m_ﬂ_&_g“_‘uﬁ“‘."
#Treudy spent some $2 to 8 million

e = o v —

on_new dust-eomtOT SEupnent . i

aresult, comsid ' any: d. nt u

safe x o acorkeiua) O INUd woamoen—~
Fo_warkesl ut theplrulinthet

who work Félties
nnﬁ Tixties, however, { to _notke
thut the new eqimpment anude any ap-
preciuble difference, “There were Thmes
WEh the nir was so thick with ashestox
dust b some places that you conkdn’t
even see.” ) wax told by a teatile divi
sion worker who hax been with the com.
puny Jor thiftvetwe veuns, “Sometimes
ft wus evew impossible to breathe with «
respirator hecuuse the flters would get
so clogged with ashestos.” (Respirator
are generallv unpopulir among usbextos
workers, The wearer sweats and his
eves mart, For workens who hive cur.
dine or pukbnomany problems, breathing
through un ordinary sespintor adds to
the strabn on their higs and heart,
Atr<cvoksl resplratums that snprly wlre to
the wearer are bulky ond vostly,)

Even vutside the (actary the wle was
frequently full of the {mlmallnll_\' deadly
fhers. I the damt Vallev sectiom of
town—an area dowiwhnd Trun the fue-
torv—the Gl fallt wonld et an
thick that homeownens had o hose the
stall off thelr Joases, Divectly in frnd
of the plant conpglitionm Were tVen Wagsge,
“When I'd diret traflic there” Sg,
Ceurge Kalinan of the Maoville palice:
rovathed, “these were dava when it was
ke swe were having s Hueres o
Jule, P tuke off e bat, wnd it womikd
T ‘o ereed with thee whitee dust.”

Meanwhile, esamimationn by con.

Rty docton 6 were earried anTiinly Giwe,

every two wari—u schedule that s

4 . ] O sttt T e *
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lmvenW Such
Tvirem Wwockups may have been sul-

fivient to monftor a skwly developing
cwe of ushestosis, hut they were less
wselul us u means of colchiug a victim
wf o awiftly developing cancer, portic-
ularly mesothelioma, a diseuse thut nor-
mally proves {atal six months to u year
after the cuncer shows up in Xeray pic-
tures, (To jump from pust decudes
an fllustratum from the recent past:
in December 1971 Dann:: Maciborgki .
a fortv-nine-yeur uld ex-mavine whe
had worked o Johns-Munville for thir.
tv yvears, chedked fn at the company
dispensary for his bienninl phvsicul and
wat given n clean bill of health. A few
weeks kiter, however, lie felt a strange
senxation In his ubdomen—as S hic
stomach were “getting bigper,”™ as he
put it—and went to see private phy.
sickim, who b tum sent him to Dr,
Borow., Borow's teste showed that Ma-
vibonki had # malighant twnor of the
manbrane  that lives the alxlominal
tuvitv—in other wurds, inexuthelioma.
=1 kuew what it was hecanse everyvbody
at the plnt knaws about ashestends oud
inesatheliomae now.,” Macibanki told o
repurter for the N'ew York Poat. ©) wasn't
mirpreiveed o showdod about #t ., L1
just asked {Dr. Horowl, “Huw boug have
I pat?” " Mucthonki dust List Septem-
her. He Listed as kimg as tee did because
e was willing to go to e docdor evers
two weels (0 have up to eight uuls
D ot of his abxdmnen.
Johns-Muuville puid Macihorski’s medi
cl expenses, und, ax provided by New
Jersey slate cumpensation ks, it s
paving his widaw 870 n week—a s
that will drp g0 872 this ']mw. when
lier ehlest son will tumm cigthteen. )
Why, throwghout the Fifties and Si-
ties, did men and women continee” th
work I the plant il conditious were so
Lavzardernin? The answer would scem to
have as wneh Gy do with pevebology us
with ecunenmbo, =1 iy, savs Ches-
ter Rucrkewski, o fortvaonevear-okl
machingst ol i stup stewurd wt
the plant, “hat the only peapke who
seen seared of this stulf ceane from one
side the community.” To RucAowski,
whe Jun worked at the plant since e
was eighteen, bis job {5 0 way of life
that be b vt alont to give up Just be-
tumse of & few “seure stories™ in the
wess, “You and 1 can work fn a place
or thirty-five vear, and maybe you get

-]
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An asbestos-induced mesothelioma
may take up to forty years

to develop. Here, an

photograph of normal lungs.

" esncer or sorvething and 1 don't—who's

to say? Dr. Herow says he's an expert
on this mesothelioma or whatever it's
celled. How do 1 know? Maybe I'm
[atalistic, but I'm a Catholic, and 1
figure you die when it's time to die.
One thing Raczkowski does know is
that he would Bind it dificult lo leave
his job at.the Johns-Manvifle plant. As
a first-chass machinist, he earus $4.25 an
hour, has a Bve-week vacation, and is
mtil‘ed lo.‘}‘ame gener':u iullulio»'\l
program. re elve could 1 get »
these beneBits? Rackowski asks, 8
Raczkowski's attitude—fatalism mixed
with a sense of being pretty well off
where he is—Iis one shared by the
town's officlals, most of wliom work at
the plant, too. Menville’s mayor is 4
factory supervisor. A miajority of the
members of the local board of health,
whose duties include seeing to it that
the town's eir is fit to breathe, are akso
employed by Johns-Msnville, Last
ng, when the town belstedly de-

cided to ascertain whether asbestos

fbers were still sifting down on Man-
ville, it seemed only natural that the
board should ask the company to do the
monitoring. The alr was found clean.

Indeed, by 1972 Johns-Manville had
tuken a series of steps to clean up its
factory, thereby improving the quality
of the town's air. Much of the impetus
{or improvement came In the form of
8 158-day strike in the winter of 1969~
70. The main {ssues involved fn the
strike included such conventional flems
as overtime pay und job securitv, but
ft wamn't_untll the union brought the
jssve of health into the talks that it
found real clout. “Jt was then,” | was
told by Wilbur Ruff, former plant man-
ager'at Manville and now the fuctory’s
director of community and employee
relstions, “that they started getting a
Jot of sympathy in the press.” Finally,
the company ogreed 1o admit union
representatives to the plant’s environ.
mental commitiee, thus allowing them
to examine fiber counts made in the

, factory, and 0 Jet worken see their own
" company-kept health records,

Two powerful nudpes,: felt by the
entire industry, came latet in 1970 and
fn 1871, In Decemaber 1970 Congress

the ‘Occupational Sufety and:

calth Act, which established the Na.
tional Institute far Occupational Safety
and Jlealth {mwsst), o body charped

with conducting  environmentul and

medical research necessiry to develop
safe industrial standards, qud empow-
ered the Labur Department’s Ovcupa.
tional Sufety and Henlth Administen.
tion (osHa ) to pranulgate und enforce
these standurds, Shortly ufter the wct
becume effective, in April 1071, Lacal
800 in Munville filed 8 complaiut which
lnought hspectors in. Violations were
found and citations issued,

Then, in November 187), under the
provisions of the newly effective add,
the industrial unfon depattment of the
ATL.C10 rexjuested  then-Secretary of
Labor James Hodgson to promulgate
emergency standards for asbestas dust
and lower the acceptable fiber (nunt
from five so-called bong Rbers per cubic
pentimeter of uir to twa. (A kg Bher
I one greater than five microns in

Jength) The arc-cin nquest chiimed

thit five million Anericwn worken were
being exposcd o increasingly  dense
concentrations of airborne ashestes A
bers and that the situation called for
E:ompl action. Hodpgson took hic tine.

arlv i 1972 he appointed wn Advi
sory Committee on Asheston Dudt ad
hired Arthur 1. Littke, Ine, o cvsulte
ing Brm with «a liberal sepitation, 1o
rm\'lde wdvice on the economic feasie
ity of dbnvering the  lfiber  cnmt,
{Arthwe 1), Little, dov, assembhsd »

* brabuteust  cvmnistingg of  thirteen oy

ecutives from the shiphadling indig-
try, twelve oneantives Timn Hie ashestos
andustry, and eleven ditars, nent ol
whom hedt previowsly senved as onae
sultants to the usbestos fndusiry.)

o T R -

-ray

Meanwhile xuxu pat together a

clul advisory group of medical resen
ers to Jook Into the fiber-count probl
Both the Hadgson-appointed Advi-
Committee o Asbestos Dust ond

- xooxnt paned recommended Inwering

count o two fibers, The Arthur D.
tle panel, on the other hand, conclu.
that the five-fiber coumt was sufe
that bringing the count down woul
prohibitively expensive for. oIl in.
trinlists concerned. Then, in june,
days were set uside for public hear:
ot the Lubor Department’s offices
Washington, D.C.,

- Predictably, Dr. Seilkofl urgued
the lowest possible count. (So, 100
the last few months of his life,
Danny Maciborski, whose appeara
at the hearings oue Johns-Manville
ficlal 1 tolked o referred to as has
been “in hiad taste.”) Dr. Selikofl po
ed out that. while researchers ki
that a worker must be exposed w )
doses of nshestos dust hiefore he ¢
tzacis ashestosis, they aka know |
cousiderably Jesx exposure ¢an o
mesathelioma, (As fur back ui the ¢:
1080s medical researchers in mich
fung parts of the ‘world ay Joham
burg, London, und Pittshurgh «
coming up with reports on large w
bers of mesotheliomu victims whi
had vo direct occupational expesr.
usbestos:  wives u? asbestos vl
who hud inhaled fibers when shul
aut their hushunds’ work cloul
l\m e who had simply tived wit
wll ¥ mile of un asbestos facton
fourteen.vearokl oy whose only «
tact with the fihers occurred when
Delpedd his futher sasw and install plas
board.} Lowering the fiber tount wo
rechiee the Incidenee of ashestosis, th
bt it woukl wat necesarily solve
problem of ushestasereluted cancers.
this point, Selikoll wun able to cite ¢
dence fron his just completed stily
the 689 Manville workers. It dem
strated that, under usinal fuctory ©
ditionx, ax the incidemce of usbeste
declines the Icideiwe of canver ris
Ui hiis survey of workers in the forme
high-fibey<vunt testiledivision, fo
sture, Selivofl tound thut 39 per ceve’
the worken' deaths resulted from asle
tasts, 24 per cent {rom various typee

* uweer, whereas in arcas where the fit.

count was comparntively low (tho
ol s Jow as conts recently achie
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Once active, mesotheliom
spreads swiftly. This X-ray
photograph shows a lung covered
with cancerous growth.

the Manville plunt), such as the com-
any's research laboratory or its main-
uance shop, cancer accounted for 40
« cent of the worken' deaths, asbest.
for imately 5 per cent.
What was %xninp,'l was told by
g. Willilam ]. Nicholson, an associate
| Selikofl's ot Mount Sinal, 'WCI that,
ithout asbeitosis, these peop
nger, which gave them time to die
om cancer, ako caused by asbestos.”)
A second point made by Selikoff was

lived .

ut the monitoring techniques used to -

wertain the fiber count set by the De-
artment of Labor record onfy Jong §-
s, although shorter fbers are equally
ipable of causing cencer. Moreover,
+ 8 cuhiccentimeter sample of air con-
l»lnﬁ the admissable count of five
ug Alers there may be ten to 100
mes a3 many short fibers. And it is
wese uncounted ones that remain in
nukdnlo:fm {In a recent con-
wtation 1 ssked Dr. Selikoff what
wese figures meant in terms of the
ambers of fbers an asbestos worker
i bhe usked to breathe in the course
! an eight-hour work day, Fﬂ‘l‘:nh of b‘in

N imately one ro cuble
m&% i‘r{ an hour, he ex-
lained. Thus, in eight hours men and
omen assf 1o sections of an asbes-
s plant ¢ the five-fiber count ob-
dns respire some forty million fibers, If
0 so-called short fibers are taken into
xount, the pumber of fibers respired
sfly rises to around four bfllion.

Dr. Selkofl and other medical
s;'rd-en stressed hh:ahb fadl;o:. st the
n rtment hearing, asbestos in-
etry D:pmnnen emphnfmd economic
snsiderntions. Henry B. Moreno, Johos-
{snville's senlor ting vice-pres-
bt ssserted that to achieve a two-5-
escount level in all of its asbestos fac
rries would cost ahout $12 million in
ipital expenditures, plus some $5 mil.
¢n in additional oreming expenses
rb year. This wonld mean, he said,
1t the company would simply have to
hee down the dustier tions in the
lanville plant and Are B0O. emplovees
-all but killing off the economic .life
[ the town. Nor, he argued, would the
Bects of a two-fiber standard stop
wre, Other ashestas companies would
. e forced to lay off workers; they would
8vo to begin £ asbestos materisls
om sbroad. “It it ohvions,” said Mo~
no, “that the overall eflect of lowering

*

RN

Ili\e present [standard] to twa ﬁber:ﬂper

cc. would bave a very substantial efiect
on our nation's economy.”

In July Hodgson——~rebuffing bath his
Advisory Committee un Asbestos Dust
und the Mo panel—agreed to aliow
the ¢ re standard to remain at five
fibers for four more years; only in 1976
would the standard be Jowered to the
sufer-sounding count of two fibers.
Johns-Manville welcomed liodgson's
decirion. “The new occupationa] health
standard for asbestos imued today,”
declared & company notice to stock-
holders, which came out the same dav
as the Lubor Secretary's decision, “will
have no tangible eliect on sules- and
eamingy of Johus-Manville Corpora-
tion.” The releasc went on to xay that
between now und the departiment’s
1976’ dendline company offictals wouk!
have to study the “econromics and aver.

all profitability™ of the Manville apera-

Lt e S0 s Gten s o

Asbestos Fibsr Countdown

The charl below shows percentagos o! as-.
bestos-fiber-couni sempics obigined ot
work gtations representative of ali those in
(ull operalion al the me a1 Johns-Manwilic's
Manvilie, New Jersey. plant during four years
for which such counts are availablo,

Less . More
than ' 2S $-12  then
2 Rbers ftibets fibers 121ibers
1988, 156 24k 513 83
wel o8 13Y 288 810
W K0 2 439wy
12 9o o °

(Fi0uren provoed By Sneidon Samuehs. dustior o

hoalih ang eaviranmeaisl §%3it¢ 100 the AFL-CIO0
MOustngl wmon 0epIrtmeat)
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tim before deciding whether it would
meet the reducved exposure standards or
close down much of the plant. (Apropos
of Johus-Manville's priorities, it might
be noted that, while the company ex-
preswed qualms ubout spending more
money to make fts fuctories safvr places
to work in, it recently spent §25.9 mi).
Jion to transfer its o te headquar.
ters from New York g't_v o a pristine
setting twelve niles outside Dénver.)
Dr. Selikoff took a different view
of Hodgson's four-more-years decision.
Emvmlfng that some 100,000 men an
women will enter ashestos-related in.
dustries before the Eber count s Jow-
ered {n 1976, he peedicted that 20,000
of them might be expected to die of lung
cancer, 7,000 of mesotheltioma, an
other 7,000 of other cancers and asbes.
tosl—u high rate of death from these
diseuses that could, and should, have
P TE proved o parsdorical
tolea xical yeur
in Johns-Manville history. tn \Vuhylzg-
tou, as we have scen, mie company
spokesman after the other had, pne
dire Bnaciul results not just
for the industry but for the entire econ-
oray #f the fber comnt were lowered.
Back in Munvigk. lw\ve\;r. company
engincers were iringing the eount wav
down without crusing npgdip in the divi-
dends. At the hearings Slu-klon Samuels,
director of health and environmental af-
fairs for the arL-c10’s industrial union
ent, had told spokesmen for the
indstry this could be done: the spokes.
men bad insisted it coukdn’t. Fiber-count
statistics provided by Sumuels {see box)
ure revealing in u nunber of wavs. Not
only do they moke dramatically clear
how vastly lhe’;ima)g‘im ll?o M-me.-
improved in 1972; they abo indivate
thet comtrob were slick well into the
suppusediy safe Sixties, .
Vith #1 per cent of the plant now
operating within the stundard set for
19786, things are looking up at Manville,
Even such critkul ohservess as Dr.
Bosow und Dr. Selikoff zay that they
wre im by the changes made.
Stll, these tardy improvements ore small
comdort 1o people Kke Smitty, who
“owm't do anything.” Nor sholl they
bewrhit those Manville citizens who in
the neat few vears will sulfer from hov-
ht:wlwd ut or lived near the plant
w

cvnditions were fur more huzard.

o than they are today. D
n
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