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I am sure that many ci you have aszed woursaelves,

as I have asked ayself, why has the astesios induscry seexingly
been singlad out as the grime target f£or sO many assuelts by

governxans, Lokor, the prass, sartaia scgmen:s of the medical \

. . ~
profassion, and Dy vasious eavirznmental and Jonswter acsivise
gzouzs?

: |
- !
Why us? Jan asbestcs really te all thac bad? Are :
tha preducss we griduce esuly goxn, =0 xill millions of americans, \
|
|
as scme exzeaxss have pradicted? o 13 theza scme soert of nefirizus

_eonspiracy afcet to déscIcy the difestes indusIIv?

The answer to the ¢ucsiiodn of "why us® is both camzlex
and simpla, Comslex Lecause
interrelated bus separata factsss.
factors is, whan ceasilarad Sy

"

the thra2e faczzzs are ({1

(2} a spoacSsian aSse To chamzlion tiie necd
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and (3) i"coritészia of”
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Tirst, thera
sub#cantial asgunts of
various :y;es ¢f lungd
These ara ficts which ¢
apply ia all-clrsusszzan

medical liseracurse is ¢

to disesase. In my oIii

hunc:eas mose are publi

Seccndly, the

of asbestos has as i:ts

New Yourk's vYount Sinal |

thesa fagtors ia eura.=~"

is no doubt <that the

Badical pusliciscs of zhe age ==--= DI, Izving J. Selil

new gevsrTnmant 2gancies wera-set Lp:iias..

se’ d-saaae.“Le: us lock -at each.ol

xnnalaﬁica of -
aszestss can lead o inc:eas;d rates ¢f
iseasa, inciuding two Izrms oi_caacg;.
anncs :=a §enied, even iI they do not
ces - and under all coadizigns..:Th

ull of solid evidonce linking ascestas

ce, I have on Zile mzsrca chan 2,080

cedical papers dealing with the healzh risks of astes:cs an-
B

shed everv year,

spreading cf alaz= cver che healzh =:

Ll -iske .
Tile szckaesman cne Q2 =he most zalanzad
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capable of arousing the ize and mgral indignazicn of the =os: "

cox. se:vat've .Teporzer of polizician with nis grazhic descripsion::

nd pred -Lons o: :h ravages ol asbest3s,.but he has also \

1}
Ju

_s;r*ou“ded hxmse £ with a grcup of similarly talantad publicizy-
ccnsclous associazes who Rave carried the Mount Sinal message
.....%89 the fir csrsnars of the natica. e o

e While Dz. Selikoii has, ia his zeal, u=n "est-cual-y

painted a far darker picture than tha Jfasts warrent, we should
always rememrer. 1n his defense that the insulatica workers he

» . has een scud ing far more than a caecade werae and stiil ars

| dying from asbestss relataed disease at an agpalling raze.
!

This wcnld be enough o cioud any man's thinking, ’ -
Finally, in the past dacade there has baen 2

grawzh i; nuol ¢ an d gove:::en:;l inTerast in envicanmens

;:d‘c;;uga:i;;al uca-th mattars. This intasast has teen




ix:a manner hitherto urknewn in ch s o-,an/ Ot"et counzry.

I -believa ;i :i§ accuzate to say taat chese new laws, such

C meiem w= .

as::tie-Qecupasional Safaty and Hea-: Act, the C‘ean A;- Ac..
the.Congumer Prosestion AST, ang ocne:s, have_ﬁc:ever alcered

the:soncept.of the Irfee entarprise system as it was knewn in
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Thus, in cordinatica, these t“-ee E;c ors created

' a.situation in which a cadrce o freshly czeated fedezal aqencies

with stz on; 'StatuIcry authorizy, were gricdled it assigning
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psicrifty . cTasus .9 asbestSs by Dr. S
who used and in scme cases misused the great wealth of negazive
assestos-health cata c:::a;:ed in the mecdical lizerazuse €3

zachieve thesc, ends. -
.~ :-:_:_-In-sho:g, the assestes if,“S::? was siagled o
.because it was vulneratbie :o.a::;fg, :ecagse a2 was scmaen
willing, a.mast Aux' cel, td 232 chat dvask, and Sacausa -
Corngreces had gracicusl

grovidec nne vepnicles ISr sush an assaul
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How much of whaz Cr. Selike
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Says ascut askestos L.

P

o t-ue. and‘:he ranney in whiex he ;as abusad_;hg availazle mec:

- P
- ,..-...-.» -

da:a in ozd*’ 22 tlew up an es:en:xa‘ly cesu a:ional prsblea

et
N - o -
.- . -l -

- o - e
et PR

L we
-3

into a natienal cala m;-y are tepics uhxcﬁ we shall exan;ne a

e i
R oL TRI. e
- Cemnml
<

LR l"' "

bit lazer.

e - - : -
. - N - P

e mmie=s o

. o Tre backgzzund c¢3 2ry efforts to deal with the
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asbes:os-heal.h preblem as a national issus goes back rearly

a decade, to Cr. Salikoff‘s now famous 1364 seminar on asbest

- .-.__-.;a'

diseasa at tha New York A_ademy of sScie ile this sexminz

did mush =o prick tha indusers y s csuac-enfa aksuz

-

asbeszas and
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heal.., the preblem still remained o= i@l

press interest uatil azsund 13967, when tha madia hegan teating
the madical bushzs cearching Zor sisrias twhat would g:a;hi:allj
por=ray Anerican ia 'y

.industIy's susgosed comgleta disregard ¢

tha envircnment and I3r the healch and saicey of
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and c G Awer can sublizc, The askezrecc-healznr
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to ha tailor-made for susn stor es and Dr. Salikecfi was nct

hesifint in’catering-to.tde sensacicnalisc whzms of the press.

LI I

ASs a~result,.szarting with Paul 3rodeurs's iaf arcus Naw Yook

R PN

arcidle of :Maxch 1963, asbestos ¢ as since g cwn .inte an iten

of major press iatarest.
In chese yeazs, iacuscry e:fo TS to ccmbat the spate

of negative press articles on as-estos were ca:**ed on primarci

by the Johns-Manville Cosporation, which set up a task fozce

of specialists ia varigus Iilelds to do what it could to porcsray

the:precklenm-in . its precer cerspective. linile scme minor
succesces were achieved, it was Isund that no one <Scompany acting
independactly could. adagquazely or ezZizczively ragrasan:t an ens

ustry “in-dealing with-th
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T As a-resulz, in lata 1970, eight companies gatherad iR

Naw Zork Cizy =5 launch the Asbestss Informactisn Associacian

of Norei: Ameriza, which was Irankly pacttzerned alzer the Sriszish
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scze three years 2arl
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Asbestos Inferraction Cemn

cr.

al ccncepe,
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z2e, whica had 2een estoblisned

e tie o mar et iem - - - - - -

<he Asscciation wou‘d liais

R L LDl e R

i=s activities to providing

cc

wrate,

unb-ased indosmation on

policic

ciins and other gevernrans

attestas and healcsh

.
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that at this parsicular tic

later develop with regard to OSHA and other Federal -equ.a:o:y

to the press,

to the public and to intereszad

It nmust e ramem-eare

- et me u. L ava e >y mrremea s - Fel

me, the enor:ous problems that would

. - - © o eeime .

agencies were as yet on the distaat hori:z

n and basicall

“ud che u'sdom £0 alcter izs ozl

unrecognized Lty th ;nd sSEZY.
Forzunately -=-- and sroperly =--= the Asscciaczica has

ginal limizad ccncept of iz

LU P

Prcper

fencticons,

arnd now endzavors TO assume whastaver acsi

T et e i e
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and resnonszb-l;:;es

deems necessary td nrotecst tha inzeres=s <
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asbestss manuiagturing industsy in the Unized Statas
vis astesnos-heals=h.
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the Assoc-at-cn has gTewn i the ’as- i yea*s iacs an .
organi:acion with Pr ;:;es xn g}gu. rmajor fields_of endeavor.
These are: . N

Madical AfZaircs
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y and Pub ic Relacions : | :

o .. .: -‘Customez Relaciens- -~ 7

. i fus‘oyee Re a:;ons, and
T »'vIn-e --.d:s::y Relacsions
. iﬁ S;i;fly ;;sc"ss-ng AIA acs ;vi:ies ;n 2ach of zhese
fields, I will leave goverrment affairss for lasz, nos Secausa.
:{i ;As a“i;Q.E:io:;;; ;;:h;;-gge Assoclation === ia fact is is

—

cu.-ant‘j the mess impo:: nT --= but because

it is the mosct *
‘compli a:ed and requiras the most discussion.
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medical arfiairs.
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seezed in the literacze
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but it must also. keep

and develozmencs.

‘Thi

For example, by sexndin

meetings, '3uch as zh
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is an ohvious facs:
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activitics o

that if an organization is ©o

-~ -t TS - Sa s

re of that particular medical subjecs,

itsals censtantly inforzed of new discover:

s we have accomplished in a number of ways.
.t -

g representatives to imgortant medical-

Zaerence on the

biolcgica%ﬂgﬁﬁe;;;:of astestcs held at Lyen in Trance, whizh was
ponso:ed‘by_erld dealch Crganization.
L _%q;hl{g:a Marsh, the Pzesicent c¢f the AN, end 3
attenced that.conlerenge on Sehall ¢l he Assoclaczien,
P Wae also meetc on an izzegular tasis wizh various medizi)
exgerts in the Ilald, roth fucm the lnizad Stizas and ascsoag,
to reviaw and diszzsuss racent dauvelsogsmants and clcoswvaries,
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Our liceracure resea:.& is eased coasiderably by
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receiving tha. .nn:ﬁ-y red cal papc: di zrikution of cthe

Ins:i:u:e“of_obc":at-onal and Eavizrcamental llealth in Monzzeal,

is fundad by che Quebec Askbestos Mining Assoc-a:-cn..

which

Sl - - - - -
- R -
-
cwwad -

.~ ..This year, far che Zirsz time, the AIA \as eluc-ed t3

sponsor mediczl research ol its own. CurTently underway is a
5 teing

completely AIA/NA Zunced scudy qt chest sounds, yhi:h i

conductad Sy Cr. Raymead Murphy of the Harvard Scheel of Public

is o Zind a new metncd of

Healzh. The purgose of the study
determining dn individual's zcotencial susceptibilizy o @szes:cs

-ertumsomm

disease, - - .-

to..somna very exci
masothelioma thssugih slagzrcmotive trzatment., This stuly is
-Eeing condugced at Scmersec Hespizal in New Jersev.

in the legal affairs arca, the Asscciatisna parssi izazed

* ."-'w-\. © e .
in an amicus <Sural cagacity in the law suiz brought by th
cm e y
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Industrial Union Dezartment of the AFL/CIC against the

. Occupational-Safecy and Kealth Adzministration on the asiestss

wn v wepat
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standaxds. >'Ia ‘our brias,

which was considered Sy the Justice

i3
:'ih

L Lo e o i
Cepartment to be-the test one filed, the Association susportad ﬂﬁ
. e e '.;lj
OSEA against .tle ICO, scrmawhat o2 a unicua position for an j%x
incustsy tofind itsell in vis-a-vis a.goveramental-regqulatory ™= 3‘5‘
-
- | I
agency. OQral argumtent on the_case was neld April 4 in Washingstca. i
e - . ) . . e
Whila a decisicn has yet to te handaed dewn by the Cours of Appeals, |
:
we are confidens that tha case will be decided in our faver. -
A
bl
: . . . - H e
The Associaticn has retained the services of C. L, i'1;
H -1e
[ i

Sheckler, wizh whom many ci you are famslliar, as cur scacial
consultan: c¢n eavironmentzal contrsl a:if
tima, CLiff is working with the AIA/NA

Suk=Commitsac ca the develcoccments 3£ a

complianze manuals on the OSHA standarsd
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nad- as-a-moni.ar-ug el im the

STyp¥TsTry, the” ATA"unders

- % paesearsh lakorazosy in

- ger=aix variablac cnith

PO

resulzs of"

T hese rasults ware sent

‘accuracy of the methed

Qf 'the AassccizTica hav

.~
- ————

The sTusy saswed an error

“ bawralteased Tovisad NICSH oparazicns manual oa

- e In thae cusscmar ra2lzitizas area, the tomal

whila others have excerioncad few ar ne dusisice

< e T ~— —ca

Sck the-sponsoTship of astuldy at

Califoznia to dataraine ‘the effezcy

@ overall accuracy of the methed.

to ezt CSHA and to the National

recormmendasions contained in the study for impraving the

[¢]
tny

ne

3ctes of plus or minus

“*'50 per cent under the most Iaverable of measuring conditicns.

have peen incsrTzorated ints a scen-=o-
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where custamer pr*zlens do exist, they normally 'falr——-
T e e A o . -
xn:o one of f-ve categor ies. :

first, the custemer has thoroughly iavestigated his

S e ritem e ik e w m e om oe- -

s-:ua:-on anéd has fouxn d that re can no longer atffcrd to consinte

san as:es-cs or asbestos-corntaining products, either because

:he cost of contzol is too high or because he would have t2

raise the grice of his product to a level that-would make it

nos —c:.rr.,et'.:;ve wizh nen-aszestds containal r.g substitutes.

Secsnd, =he cuszomar has not thorougaly investigactaed

)

nis situaczicn and only =hinks that he can no lenger aifozd o3

consisue using asbestss.,

M s A

TRiIZ, tne custcmaer has read on2 Or mere negative

u

arsicles on asbestcs ia zhe public

ress and has madae the snap
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decision chat "we ough:z =2 get thas dangersus
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plant.” Ofen, cecisions of this nature are ferced on tap .

“manaqcm nt by 1ll-informed medical adviseors or saZety aad
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Four, the customer has neither 2 coatzol problem nres

~ e . -~ - - . - - . .

. -~ - )
e PR P, . W w = - - ~rees . N M

is he particularly afraid of using askestos in nis own nlanc.

e = e - . - - - e e

Howaver, he is fcazful that those of his ccmpetitiors whose

L eeem m w e e e w ae -

finished producss do not contain asbestos will stress the adverse

*

- -

Realth effects Of astesTss in trvying ta take business away

- - - - .~ . - e T e e e . - e m e - s

from him, Cuszcmar fears of this nature are assantially “gue*
reaczions and hense extremely difificult to deel with, And ....

Five, the custcmer has none of these =roblems or fears

e m e e «a - .

ouz he has teen adviscd -y a government ofIicial or insgectsst
that he would ke betzaer 0If iZ he quit using astestcs cr assestis-
con=aining pzeduzss in his planc. While this protlem dces ncs

aprear to te widesproad, we have learned ci a nunker of si

where it has occusred., Astisns ¢ this nazure Ly gevernmmans

——t - ea . - .-

officials aze =osally uwncalled Isr and should ta deals with

promptly and decisively. The best solutica is TS cbea

decails ca zha incident and then ©o rogiszer a foromal camglains

ees DETRY kbt v — 0 g+
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with the of‘end'ng o: -al's zmﬂed;a-e super or or with the

. ~governmeat ageicy :.i.r.""ro.l"‘,ed S D D

...The Associaticn!s. fizst reaction to the overall

. gustomes re’a: ans . ozob’em was to appIove funds fo a :u-rwies.

of Zour regional seminars at which industry customars would

be given a numter of basic presentations on tiie various aspects

of the asbestas-healzh prcblem. The seminars were tentatively
. -"edu-ed c -the Spring cf this year,

Hcwaver, the exgerienges o a n'.- s ¢f cur mecker
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.cenFanies shcwaed that general cactchal

-2tyse originally contemplazed would nct be effective in dealing
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wizh the majcrizy of cusizmer ze
- _to do e job progexly, it was fsund that cusiSmer frasantazisas

_have to e tallcored o the needs and groblaems ©f the individual

custezer. -
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Healzh. 7The drafs

As a rasult, the Associaton cancelled its scheduled

: :tOPics.as "The Facts About Asbestos and Healzh," and "Uncder-

‘individueal mesler ccoTpanias, e

produced it in boex
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series of seminars and insctead elected to cevelop

a numher of packaged slicde presentaticnas on such

_standing the OSHA Regulatiasns,” which cculd be used by zemsar

cocmpanies as part of a tailored presenzation t2 individual

- custcmers. These slide presentaticns are still in the works,

~busz should be available shor:zly.

, Tthe AIA's szle c¢conorie
.. oo . |

Svec SalZaty and MHeal:h Guide cn Asbastos-

was made available o tia mamzer comztanies

_for their cwn use and at l2ast ore, Rayheszcs-Manhazzan, hag .



m.- t- T e SN~ -

.- S b e B e EE T

- - -~ - [P

v - - P - .-

‘industrsy emplovees thrsughout the naciea. IS

the consequencas cculd e grave indeaed.
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I feel ¢t

“and that staps should be taken now to deal wisth it
i :ha: D Selikof- an d various ocrganized lakor grcups are
]

1]

plann;nq a ‘u scale campaiga to bring their interzretation

e me aemo e

7 personally believe that the employee rclaticns aspec:z of

gra a:bes:o;-bea’:h proo-em is one thact has been sorely

4
o
"

this could develop into a major prcblem area ia the near futuce

We know

“0f the asbestas-heal:zh prceblem to the aticntion of asbestos

permits this interpratacion to ke disseninactaed unchallenged,
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asbestos. This is accomplished withia the AIA by pericdic

distribucions c¢i documencs and informaticn to the member

companies and to others c¢a our mailing list.

The value of this actigizy can fe gagued by
that our overall muiiling list iacreasad I-snm agszox:

dozen naras in 1971 €5 =moras cthan 89 a

have had £2 trin che listc somewhas

. R e,

w--.. . Intes-industzy relactions are besc defined as keep

ing

the .industzy informed .aBout iRZgorsant new davelopments cn the

gavernmen;a%, medical$§§d'p;ess relations fronts that affece
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reasons, we assume from the fregrent recuasts wa still) ceceive

to be placed on the list that the material we send out is being

read and is of considera

bls value to these receiving it.
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Nex:t to government affairs, our puklic relaticens and

publicity actitities constitute the single largest consumer

—- e - L.

of time, effort and money wicthin the Asscciation. Those of you

e~
e

who are familiar with the treazmenz that asbestos has been -

receiving in the public gress over the vyears can readily
underssand why this activizy ranks so high on our priexizy list.

What vou may nct understand ara the C2asons why cous

extansive cfforts in dealing wish the natisn's oress have Leen

so . unsuccessful to date in ucing the thaorestical

.ees - - . .. - .. P )

"balanced” ¢r "zesitive” story on asbecstes and heal:th.
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-.: .Dhe simple: facu:is that:Izonm the standpeint of 11-:~

today's.young activist. repasrer, dindustry is the bad gﬁy; ane

- - -

nbthiﬂ§;E§ do, say or achigve can ever changa-this imgression.

.If we spend $100 million-dollars on. environmencal. control,

i ghe prass eigher;sayg‘gg_pusht-to.have,done-it.ten-yéars ago- -

~or that we should.have spent 200 million. IZ.we.sponscr

medical resgarcai_qgéy say we are_trying to buy favorabls

‘results., TIZ£ we are opposed to ridiculously stringent standards,

they say we_are ia favor of letting our emplcyeas die.

A televisicn exegutive in Minneapolls described this

new breed of reporter as being “s50 intent on demolishin

0
(4
<oy
@®

establisihmens that they would blindly desctroy the credikilisy
of the media in the barssin.® Ancther TV execuzive, thi

tize in Chicago, stated “"they w
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ard social judgments cn zheis assignmenss and then take sides.

Yever mind gezwzing =ha facts straighz.*
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“§Eesule of ehis-"indistzy is .a.meastes* philoscphy,

-as

————

--asbes:cs wxll feraia a"hot-news-item only so long as the news

- -
eaw wocerse

is bad. Eﬁe;‘gcéd';iha: asbestos dcoces--in protacting lives and

p:operty i3 of ro concern to the press. ~Likewise, industzy

efiorts to protecs workmen and tha gereral public frem askestss

expcsure Twild 1 ‘always be given minimal coverage, since such

information is directly conzrary to the portrait of an

irresvonsible industry prcduc-ug a "kxillez® product.that is

the sole e.emant 0f naws worshiness in the askestcs story.

- The press

.not when the Zedia starss o

arci c-es abcu' astestos, busTt-when the e

ceases to prin

‘asbastss at all,

any.h-“q atous negative

3
{0
X
[§]
O
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- —

asbastos-healsh continues o e ganeraczad, the media wi

co“:-nua ta eat LT up.  The media will cnly cease cazzy

‘Stord

.such ies when the generation of negative news ccasas
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izple as that. Posizive or balanced stories araz a

- - . - e I
P -

ince they are, b" definiticon, not newswos thy.

c- -
- ~-- - =

- - - L - ~ -
o ueesses we v

Lat Te q;ve you a very sgecific examgla of this lasc

- - -

. - -
e e e e .- - e wnew e -
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in acticn. As most of you already know, the

- e
Jom e e

Assoc;a:-cn is curzently engagad ia an extansive campaiga to

J.nc'*resr. C

and on indu

P

“area. The

on va 0\-3

et - -

4go, we .ssu:-d a relesasa con T

on asc*s S8 cancers ¢f =ha World Hzalik Cr

75£icf, tha

In any case, wa also frcm time o time zut ou

. . . - ) . P
P N

e DR . .

zrade prass in articles on the benefits of ashestos

=y acécw:l-sm"en.s in the environmental control

trade press, .--ke the national or public media,

is much mors receptive to arzicles of this natura and we exgecs

aunter o

%3 te seein

[\l

positive stgrias in the trade gress

in the nex:t faw months,

)

Tess ralaasas

sub}ac-s relating to astestos-healzn., A few waeks

®
"
1]
v
(o)
"
o

ol the advisory cammiss

rezcoss csnsludad that the genmaral nublic

danger f-om astastcs ia the envirsament. Thus Zar, we have

— . - .- - - e

e w8
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received near y two dozen p:ess c-z,pzugs fzom trade publicatisa \

.
- oA

- oswaee @ n -

that ca::;ed the story. TO the Zest of our knowledge, not a

newspaper, news maqaz-"e, radioc or TV statica, or any other |

seqﬂen: of the public media ran the s:ozy, with the single

cea o r mmme. mra EE

exception of a ?*e 13,1 lang aqe pape: in Teronse. As I said

P R -em — -~ PN

before, if the news xs gcad ‘zhe press ain't Ln:e'ested.
Nonetheless, the association has no inteacion of

-abandoning our efforts vis-a-vis ths national media., We will. !

ccntinve to issve appropriate prass releases, cooperate with
feature wrizers ¢éaing stories on askbestos, writa scathing

le=texs to the editor when thecse stories aprear, and ia shors,

do 2ll we can to present the press with a balanced viaw cf

' the asbestos-health sizuizien.
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pregaration and :inzing ¢f an Asbeszes and

File,-which weisve mailad co sema 3,000 newspagers, ©
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trade publ;ca:vcns, radxo and TV sTiTicns, scidacd Writérs-ets;

s o - .
Wt A % o - - -

across the Unx*ed Statas. .I have brought d half-dozen files

o - hogic 3 = - -
el - halad S v s

along with me :ha: you can take a look at after the meeting.

Basically, the fils contaias copies of the five irduscs

'posxt-on pape:s whick were distributzed earlier, as well as a

R

nutker of meor ant ned;.al pape's anéd a pair of photographs

illustrating the berefiss of astestos and industry effcres at

environmental csntrsl. You may ke interested to know that

-aes wemal oo .

tha isenm chesen to illustrase ne Yenefizs of asbestcs is a

‘th

fiza=n: of askostos suis,
While we don't exzecz our informaticn fila to changa the whole

attisule of the press tsward astcasics, we are heping that the
—. e llnInioes -

media will maka use of it 3 accurazely rezorst the

position wken do-"q szories ox the subjecs

. ARS now, having ncazd che bad side cf che zublic

the ¢ iz

relations grehliaem, it's time for tha gocd news.
! v g




And :he good naews is .... des
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ite all the nzgaiive
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;c-es cn asb estos-hea D t?};_have acceazed in che press

R
.~ . . te - . - - -

- - Y e e e e
R

ove- the pas' hal--dozen yea-s, very few people have teen

= paying attention. Lec re explain, o
. Ia Febr wazy, tae Assoc tion uncertook a personal

interview research survey of the American public to dazarmins

its a:t;:ude toward asbestcs and its awareness of =he heal.h

e s

. -

issue. he suzvey was conduc.cd by T Cpinion Reseazch

Corporaticn during Mazch and April. More than 2,00C

R . . . - -

-

demographically selected Americans were interviewed., I have

here with mes sufficient csgias for all of you of a summary

of the resu-. .

govazranment :ela:i:n; araa, I thiak it might ke inmzerass:

s
*

v
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n
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at Qint 0 take a very trief Lcok at the maanar
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h-ch or. Selxko:. and his supoor ers have used his resea sh
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resules ts dramati
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asktestos-health problen.

- - -

ocut rATYET concl usively.

—

ze and exaggerate the ser

.
IR

- © rmw . L R L. .. ECSS

ness of the

icus

I have two slides which point :5'"

R -

SLZ;E ] ~~=~ RESZARCH DATA
S T$e~£- st ;;;-e s-ows the acnuai results of Dr;réélik'
féu: ;;;:;Li:y studies of 4sb§stos workears e numters in |
péren:hesis reside the figures for tozzl num:e:'of Qo:ke:s

R

1Y
red b od

ca cse who have

astestosis, c

SO

cngside theae total nunberx

ancer axd

cdied frem all causes. The

of deaths frzor

mesothelicma are hased on th

total aumter cf dz2aths frca all causes, noct on the aumker of
3ig workers in =he studvy,
7he most Important study of the lot is tha secand
from the top, showing the deaths £rom asbestos-related diseasa
M K
*ameng all memzers of the insuvlation workars unior, Tcgaccless
TRt @, . e — - ————— - o= -ty

ofﬁl
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of length of exz

Aviwwe e

asure. You will'nota

that J4 per cent of

- wmive . P e -~ - -

.
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those workers who have diad thus far have died frzm cna of

me three asbesctos-related diseases.

PO — e e . - ca e
——- - v e e e .~ - - .- -

These, then, are the faczs Dr. Selikoff works franm.

This .is what he kncws fren his own investigations. Now let

us take a look at what he has done with these figures in

order to dramatize the problenm. .

SLIZE 2 ~==-= PREDICTICNS *

his slide shcws Dr. SelikofZ's predicticns abous

asbestos-related deaths in the Uniced Statas. Witheus going

into dezails, Or. SelikofZf has arrzived at his projections by

multiplying the perczentase of deatss

m asbaestos-relatad disease among his insulaticn weskaers

by tha total numbes

cf em

‘U

loyees in the entira
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You will also note that he h2s raised his projected

death estimate to enorzous heights over the past year Lty

———— o T W e o e e e rew e ameres LT el vl RIS

siaplv increasing the base figure of employees axgosed, while

B A I T .

still retaining the precentage multiplier of 24 per cent being

S e

experienced by the insulaticn workers.

I might pcint out that this tactic, however i:ptc;eé

-

e ——

and deceptive, has rzen an enormous success since each

raising of the estinate has earned Dr. Selikoff .correspordingly

gracter coverage by the media. No finer cxample exists of tha

b A T s eaw -

total gullibilicy of the press than the maaner in which

Cr. Selikof:Z manipulated and played on thais prejudicas o

gain publicity. I can readily envisioa the lct of them up

thera at Mount Sinalil laughing themselves silly over the easa

with which thaey bamicozled the prass wisth thesa t-unzed-un

predictians.

lettetttiag o =Ds et
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..as Dz. Selikoif says they are. The:.prcblem is he has =

their mortality experience to tie rest of the entire in

L)

in cthe industsy is 3o high -~- five zizes too high wo be

preciss. . Even more ixg
..Association cf mcre than a cdozen mortality studles,
- .those of Dr. SelikofZl, cur pradicsi

25,000 past and present employees in the asktestss
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cs:l:a;a.__za addizica, our

daaths === cr 80 per cent =--- will

Pleasa dca't get me Wrong, geatlemen. I have litcle

. .doubt .that the iasulasion .workers are in fact dying as rapidly

anslaczed

PRty -

dusesy,

which is absolutely ridiculous.

In tha first place, the estimated numter of employees

- oht

mpertant, according t3 an 2nalysis by tha .

[4])

n is that apgroxitacely
. Saliksii's mosz zaca

-~ -
s w

S thz 25,000

3
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While these estimates shculd be reassuring to these

- e . caem . . .. . .
- ¢ ®re mecra bo o va - R .

gs ia the mining and manufacturing areas of the industry,

Le we . e eemeal.,

srould no: ‘crge: that 5,000 of our workmen are still goin

ie of asbestos-related diseasa and that, all things

considcred, there is absolutely nothinag that we can do to

prevent it. The o “-1 thing we can do is to clean up ou.

plants to assure that those entering the industry in the

.. future will not have the same experience.

SLIZE 3 -=== GOVZRNMENT AGZNC-:S

Within the past vear a2'Z a half, the main thrust of

Associasica effart has shifted to the government aflairs {reonc.

“he principal agencies in Washingten with which w2 have lLeen

cvemmn - .- a

deal;ng are, of ccurse, the Cccugazticnal Safety and

H

m

Y]

..‘
i

.

Adninistration; the Environmencal Protecticn Agency: the Fecd

_and Drug AMd=inisstrazicn; zha 3ureau cf %-ues, and, %2 a lesser




and thae Natiocnal Inscitutes of Health, ch@ cf which are

mainly involved in research efforts.

.- J T e a

T et LI - -

. ~ - e @ - LT
- - -

In addition, a few weeks ago we were contacted by

the Federal Trade Commission, which had received a petition

[

from the Canter for Zcience in the Public Interest requesting

- T, .- e e e mm s e cer we s

an investigation of consurer uses of asktestos for the purposa

of determining wnether certain products ought to bae labaled

as hazardous and whether warnings shoulld be réquired on all

adverctisements for those productis. On the basis of my meeting

wizh an investigator from the FTC I would say that we have

little to worry abcut in this particular area.

SLIDE § =-~= OSHA :

The Occuractional Safety and Healch Administration

hag Dean of enorsous cconcern to the industry over the past

18 =onths. Ac most of you already kncw, the Asscciation

exgended tremendous efiorts during the six month rericd

~ e . Wiee e et —— iy s B s o




leading ‘to ‘tha promulgation of tast June's CSHA stancards on

asbestos.~ . I think it i3 iféauéé.of'éﬁe effectiveness of t;e

total industry involvement in this most crucial matter that

of eievéh'mxinA?equfrémenéé“in'thé stgadﬁrds; tﬁa'indﬁstry. T

pésitiqn‘ﬁAs“Accepted :oialry'hy;osxx en nine of @hé'éléﬁeh]

abour £ifiy percent-on a ‘TorTd,“ard totally rejacted on only ona.
. Now,-of course, QSHA is‘pl;nnihq to redo tha standard

package and we-a:e-working closely with them on this project.
The first step’ will be-che-formation-¢i-a i85 map'adviﬁory'
cormiztes-to  review the current standards anﬁ any addi:icnal
data and.infcrmacion that has :;eﬁ devélcped in the vear §ince

the standards were promulgated. - . 777

Working-in cooperazicn wich mire StRer tride asseciazicas,

including your own, we have selaczsd fcur individuals as iaduserye-

wide rsecozrandations to COSHN ¢
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spots on the advisory ccmmittee. The Icur gecfle selectex

¢!

- - -
N .

were Guy Gabrielscn, Prasidant of Nicclet; Ike Weaver of

- - -

Raybestos-Manhattan; Dr. Fred Pundsack, Vica Presidant for

Research and Development of Johns-Manvilla; and Clif?f Sheckler.

In discussing the formation of the advisory committee

with John O'Neill of the OSHEA Standards Davelopment Section,’

we were asked to add a couple of namas to the list so that
QSHA would have at least the semblance of a sglection. Thais

we have agreed to do.

The commiztee will e given up t©o nine monzhs to

A . . .
cemplete tis delizerazicns and prepare for CSHA a revisad

standard package. This will e followed by public hXearings,

approxizately a year fIcxm ncw. We do not excect to see a

- ». -

new starZard promulgacted tefore the Fall of 1974,

——e e e o
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IL is oI course impossible to datermine at thi

o is =ire

. . .
.- Co L. P

wh-- &e'neﬁ sta ndéa :ds will lock like, however, I would ventuce

to say that they will certainly not be less strict zn

"ones we have to-av, al:zougﬁ they will -obaoly be less

confusing and leave less room Zor employer interpretation.

Sormething will uncuestiocnably be done to improve the current

difficulties with the monitoring requirements.
SLIDE 'S =--- NIOSH

These slides, Ly the way, are merely simplified

organizazisn charss of tha varicus agencies with which we deal

in WAau-n <cn.

™wa main fuenctizo of the Nazicnal In

.

~C T 0ccizatisnal Safety and Healsh is to csnduct research and -
: )

' prepara so-called Critzer:a Packages, whi

rece=zandatiens t©o CSHEA £or standazds ca wvarisc

TLS¢s macterials

and chamicals. <Suen a sackage on askbestos was precarced
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by NIOSH at the time of the OSHA proceedings last year. NICSH

will not be preparing a rew or ravised criteria gackaga for ch

wes

‘upcsming review of the asbestos standazds.
I do not believe it would be unfair to say that of

all the agencics in Washington dealing with asbestos,

Or,- Selikoiff has had his greatest influence on the young

idzalistic scientists and doctors at NIOSH. Conseguently,

ihdus::y influence is weak2st in this agency. It was NIOSH,

afzer all, that made the original reccmmerdation Isr a two
£iter standard in the askestos industry.

Next to OSHA, the Eavirsnmental Protacticn Agensy o
tha greatast gotencial of any faderal agency f£or- adversely

affecting tha future o the asbestos industry in this counzzy,

-~ - -
te s maane
-

cr develening and end

alr and watéer goilurlion staandards, but the TIXLS Substanzes
iRy AR A, O




Contzol Act, rcw gending in Congress,. will alsc tecome aa E23

Zunceion after =3assage. ¢ seee il .
For this reason, I am pleased to ba able to say thac
the asbestos industry has an excellent relationship with the

EPA. No finer proof of this exists than the fact that there

was not a single major industry recommendation or suggestion

-ﬁade o the EPA at the public hearings on the proposed ;sbeStos

~emission regulations that was not accepted either in toto or

in principzle ia the final- standards, which. were published in

t

We are presently working with th PA on the davelocment

of waste water effluent standards Icr astestos manufacturiag

planzs. We fully exzect that -these standards will turn ousz

— e .o

to te as

reasonable as the air golluction regulacions. The
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public hearings, srobably in late July or uguse, with the

final standards being promuigated in the Fall, serhaps as

early as October.

We are also planning, in the near future, to meet in

Washington with representatives from the standards development

discuss_wi:h then

P -

and enforcament tranches of the EPA to

questions of in:erp:e:ation and compliance policy with regazd

to the new air pollution regulations.

We have already resolved orne incterpretacion question

that is of sgecial inzerest o the asbestas textils Indusisy.

Apsroxizately two weeks ago I was asked by a mermter ccmgany c¢i

the Associatioan ta find cout whether the ZP2 was planninc (o

require the manufacIurers o asbestos salety clcocthing o
regigter as potenzial emissicn sourcas under the law.
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LTemmm T i e T e "dicdussing the situation cvaer the pheae with I2A
T compliance o6fficials, T argued that the producers of ashbastos

safety clothing wera not manufacturers as defined in the
requlations-but ‘ware instead only ‘fabricatiors of an asbestos

* - ‘product,”and as ‘suck, 'should not-have--to register as potential

—ae --:S-Slon '.'so".dr'c.e‘s'.._.' N e = - LU eme e el ..
After our ohone conversation ended, a brief meating

was held among the EPA compliance pecple. I -was then called
hack and informed that they agreed witia e tha; the safety
clothing prcdtfefs should not be required ‘to register.

wﬁile this racher minor 3rodlem TOCKk approximately

an hour and a half and two or tarcce shone calls to resolve,

it is indicativae of the tyze of day-to-day sarvices that che

—eo s

Association provides for its maemker ccmpanies.




‘loveokter on the

SLIUE 7 =-~-= FTDA

"'"”udﬁér cﬁé ;ass year the Food and Drug Administration

ras shown an increasing interest in asbestos as a possible

hazardous contanminant in various foods, beverages and drugs.

situacion and to provose ragulations and guidalines whera

appropriate.

Thus far they hava concentrated their efforts in two

areas =--- on the use of askestos-contaxirnatad tale in food

packaging and in cosmetics, and secendly, on the use of askbestz

celulose filter pads in the teverage and drug industries.
Tn our first meeting wizh tha TOA task force last

izer preblam, thev demonstrated an apgalling

(AN
o

igrozancs about the health hazards of askbestos. S

they have gatien one neck < a lot smarcter, due at laast ip

part to :tnhe tremendous amcunt of dacwa and in

. * mm_ o\




tha Association has been supalying to trhem. As a ccnsagua:
ss panicky about askestoz and therefore

the FDA i3 tocay le

less iikely to propose fooiish, unsupgortable segulations.

Spokesmen from tha FCA hav

e, in fact, defended the £ilter in

against environmentalist attacks ia

the press and elsewhare

recent months. This is, quite cbviously, a healthy sign,

SLIDE 8 ===~ INTEREST GROUPS

Since ous contacts with the National Institutes of

Health have been guita minimal, and since the health and

safety section cf the 3ureau of Mines is presently being

reorganized, we can row prcceed tdO take a brief lock at the
q{

various interast groups that hava keen in the ferafront of

the assault on asSestos. These a2 th2 groups and crzaanizati.

that constituta “tha othar sida.*

As you can see, tiere are a 1ot of them, and “etween

e,

them they caa exert powerful pressura on leqgislaczsrs an
- f] «sALITS 2 d L d

administracors at all levels of governmzanz.
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Sidce':imE'is not available to discuss each of their

activities and chilosophies in detail, I would like to say

that we keep a close watch on all of them and are always: .

prepared to take whatever action is appropriate when they
szep out of lize. T L
SLIDZ PRCJIZCTOR CFF ---= LIGET ON

Our activities in the area of Congressional relations

have “een quite minimal to date, although we are preparing for

tha upconing '::ﬁgglé in Congress over workmen's compensation

reform legislaticn, at which t.me asbestcs is unguesticnadly
going to ze racked over the coals by Dr. Selikof and his

compatriots in organized labor.

tnfortunately, the Asscciaczicn has neither the

nor tha tinme to embark cn a ful gislative informeczica

.J
]
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(2]
(V]
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1)

progran, We have m@t On occfasicn wicth che legislativa and

-egal assistants to varisus 3enazcrs wiid have actacked asteszcs,




‘however nuch morae.needs to be dona.-in cthis-area-and I am afraid

indiyidpal::embe:.cbmpaaies-are going. to have to be the prixz
ball carriers- aad:not the-Association. ! .

~-- -:~ For essentially the sane reason;’ our. govaernment

'.-\ .
activicies at zhe .state and lcez2l level have declined to

essentially zero._gver the past year and a half. This has no:A
been too serious-a deficiancy as mgst of cthe authority of
tha citiecs and states in asbestos control has been usurped
by -the varicus Federal requla:ory'agen-ies. donetheless,
mcre iadividual company activity is required at these lavels
of goverrrent.

C s -.In conciusion, I think we can all Ete justifiably

plaased with ‘what we have teen able teo accecmolish

b

o the gast
fow years in resolving tha cornucopia of interrelated probleacs

that corstisuta the ashaestes~healzh sicuacian.,




R -Cur- plafits  are-cleancr- and our wozikmen totzer pretaectad,

The general sublic-hasttzeh 3hown tocbae in no danger fron
asbestos; 1f it ever was.- - While we. have been regulated

extensively, for the most part the starcards that have been

i) _ .
develozed have nct been as had as .wae .fearad. they night be,

and in soxme :ase§”§ﬁej zurued cut far bettar than we ever
dared hope. 1In-addition, while we.a:e still. taking our lumps
in the public press, the net afiact of all th;s adverse -
publicizy has-beca chown to be.suspricingly small.

e ‘We haYa sweated a 1ot and we have groared a lot, Suz
we ara still standing and we are sctill viable. I sense tcday
within c%e industIy a.greaver Zeeling of coniilance ia che

futura than at any =imc i the zast faw vears. 3uT we must

not rase coateanted.. -..
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s 20£Z has to cdaze teen

Wa muss remember trat Cr., Sel

o -

far lzss successful than our iadustry his in iafluencing the

decisicons of the various goveramental regulatory agencies.
This will make nim try harder. Just last week I saw a speech

\
of his in wnich he purzosely misinterpreted soma data by a

distinguished 2ritish scien:iss in order to prove that even

two fibers is not a sufiicienctly safe level for occucatiocnal

' exposure to asbestos.
mha sttdgélé is faz fzom 6;e£;.:ﬁe MUSt noT only
continue but indeed expand cur actiwvitias in the varicus
a:e?s of concern if wa are ©o assure the utura well-za:in
of tha SsFes:os'ihduscry in the Unized Stazes.
T onin: you very muh.
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