SO

Nz

RAR 131975

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

(\n 3 OFFICE OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

March 11, 197S

Mr., Milton Friefeld
Manufacturing Chemist Association
1825 Connecticut Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20009

Dear Mr. Friafeld:

Enclosed you will find a copy of EPA's Vinyl Chloride Task
Force Report, which I indicated I would mail to you. You will also
find attached, & recap of each of the EPA vinyl chloride
recommendations identified in the task force report, with the
lead office clearly identified in the columm next to it.

Should have furthsr questions, please contact
Dr. Willism Marcus of the Special Chemicals Branch (Telephone: 755-0300).
Sincerely yours,

Don Marlow, Chief
Special Chemicals Branch

Enclosures (2)
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VINYL CHLORIDE TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations '{‘

Responaibls Office®

1. An air standard for VC should be cotabliahed as poon as
practical under the Clean Aiy Acg for VC and PVC poly~
mctization plants and, if warranted by further investi-
pations, for PVC fabrication,plapnte. Tha Agency should
detcrmine the. ambient lavels that are likely to ba
achieved and, to tha extent possiblse, the health riaks
assoclated with such, levels. S,

2. Additional ambient air nonitorihg should be carried out
to support regulatory action under the Clean Air Act,

" These efforts shoyld include sampling at a number of care-
fully seclected sites around a few VC, PVC polymerization,
and .PVC fabricatiom plants, -The monitoring measurements
made at these facilicics should be correlated with specific
in-plant activiciqs such as, xeactor venting.

3. More dctniled -at.r;al balanca studiaa should be conducted,
in cooperation with industry, at a few VC and PVC poly~-
mevization plants. Specific VC lcakage points should be
more clearly identified, and attempts should be made to
correlate the magnitude and timing of the estimated loasses
with the levels of VC detacted in a monitoring program.

' . e .
4. A program should be initisted to determine whether and
to what extent background levels of .VC are present in
the ambient air -~ indoors, and outdoors -- due to the
prescence of PVC products. o
5. A Jimlted VC wmonitoring program should be undertakca of
drvinking water supplies which mipht be contaminated Lrom
Vv dischaxges from nearby PYC planta. Prior to under-
taking the program sampling and analysie procedures should
be carefully reviewed and refined as necessary.

* gee last page
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VINY]. CHLORIDE TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS

6.

unrnhmendntions ) Responsible Office

A rtudy should be conducted to determine the amount of | ORD
Ve miprating out of PVC products ysed in water distri- :
butinn nystems = such as. PVC pipas or storage tank

Liners. - Prlor, o undertaking the program standardized

tamp)Inp and analysis procedures should be carefully
rnvlvwcd and refined as necassary.
o iunurv rnnparahility ot tesults betueen laboratories ORD
LrA abould Eurthey develop its interim method into a
atomdardized method for monitoring levels of VC. Con~
rorrenjdy, the Agency should also investigate the
fecasihl) ity o€ developing a continuqus air wonitoring
deviee. & o0 . R L : .
ip .- S S :

honitnrlua and henchwﬂcaie studies stuld ‘be conducted OSWMP
. around industria},stocrage and disposal sites and mupici-

pal disposal sites to deternine the types and quantitiles
of toxic subsiapces leached ox disgharged out of (a) semi~
salid and solid wastes generated by VCH/PVC facilities, or
(h) #VC products Jiscarded by consumers, If these

ftudics indicate that. there could be a health or |
environmental hazard, puldelines should be developed

lo rentrol the atorape and disposal of these wastes.

The responsible Of fice should continue to support : " ORD

- currently planned VC toxicological studies.

The vesponsible Office should continue to support OTS/ORD
curcently ]anncd VG cpidemiological studies.
More intenaive studies nhonld be conducted on the ORD
behavior of VC 1in the atmosphere and in the aquatic

environment:, and particularly on ita degrndation

products and related chemical reactions. These . B -
stwlics should be supported by both industry and o
Covoerament .,
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VINYL CHLORIDE TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendat ions L ' Reaponsible Office
12. The Industrica covered by the Effluent Guidelines for . OWQPS

the Plastics Industry promulgated under the Federal
Hater Pollution Contxpl Act should bhe expanded beyond
the production of resins to include the compounding
and dlirectly associated gctivitic. that result in
discharpes into the water of toxic natals and other
chemwicals of particular concern. .

13. Eoforccment: efforts, including spot checks of manu- 0BGG
facturers, distributors, and retail qutlets, should
continue to be pursued vigorously to ‘insuru that -
pecticidal spays containing VG as & propellant ara
moved from the channels gf trade as rapidly as
Pﬂsili“llﬂ-‘-. R

Aquasy b e e

14. Regiouasl, State, and local authorities should be kept ORL
Fully informed of Agency efforts under the Clean Air
Act aund other authorities, As the Federal approach
becomes clearer, they should be encouraged to umder-
take spppottiye actions as approptiatc. ];u -

15. The Agency should build on thc experiencg sained in 0TS
respoadiyg to the problems associated with VC in
strenpthening 1ts organizational, manpower, and
controctor resources to anticipate and respond to
similar situations involving other chemicals.
Readily available information on the handling of VC
should be made available to the Regional Offices to
asslst them ia responding to rail oy parge accidenta
resulting in the release of ve. .

P ' t

16. Laboratory procedures for safe handling of VC should be. ORD
devcloped and distributed to all EPA laboratoriea. Conal-
dervation should be promptly glvea to how such procedures
can mokt cffectlvely be develaped for a number of carcinogens
thac are likely to be of concern to the Agency.
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VINYL CHLORYDE TASK FORCE

Recommendat ions

RECOMMENDATIONS

Reaponsible Office

. Should the Toxic Substances Control. Act be enacted,
L)///tf prompt consideration should be given to the need for
and feasibility of (a) requirencnts for industrial
teating of the toxicity of VC at low ambient levels
and the petsistence of VvC 1in different media, and
(b) 1imltations on the lovels of unrenctad vec
monpamer in solectad PVC products,

8. The qunqy nhould con:inue 'its leadership role in
brinping .together the interested Federal agencics to
exchange views on regulatoty actions, supporting
activitics, .gqnd research prajects directed to pro-
blems asgocipted with V¢ and PVC. In addition, aon
appropriate, interagency mechanism should be developed
to address a brosder spectrum of potential probleams
.associated with the plastics industry. :

19. FEPA should exercise leadership in stimulating Govern-
mental and indystrial efforts to analyze in depth the
other high volume chemicals .(e.g. to top 50 in terms
of pounds of production) to Aidentify those which
deserve additional testing oxr controls to clarify
or rcduce potential environmental pyobleams.

* Codes OAQPS
oTS
OWPO
OSWMP
ORD
OEGC
ORL

I I I B |

Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office

of
of
of
of
of
of
of

Air Quality Planning and Standards
Toxic Substances

Water Program Operations

Solid Waste Management Progral'
Ressarch and Davelopment

Enforcement and General Counsel (subsequently became Office of Enforcement)

Regional Liaison

- 018

0TS

0TS

Received with Don Marlow's letter (EPA) of March 11, 1975 to M. Freifeld .
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Notice

This document has not been formally relearccl by EPA and
should not now be constrisd Lo renresont Sqoency palicy.
It is being circulated for cuument on its tecluaical
accuracy and policy implications.

Standard Support-Environmental Impact Document )

An Investigation of Health Effects and
Emission Reduction of Vinyl Chloride

in the Vinyl Cnloride Monomer and .
Polyvinyl Chloride Industries )

Volume I

Principal Health Effects Investigators

Special Studies Staff
National Environmental Research Center

Principal Technical Investigators

Leslie Evans
Charles Kleeberg

Principal Environmental Impect Investigator
Susan Wyatt ‘
Principal Economic Investigators
Allen Basala

William Hamilton
William Vatavuk

United States Environment.’ lretacticn Agenry
Office of Air Quality Plancing and Standards
Emission Standards and Engineering Division
Research Triangle Park, Kerth Carolina 27711
Telephone: (919) 688-8146
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United States Environmental Protection Agency
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Emission Standards and Engineering Division
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina 27711
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