Jopn Dowd,
Qnaha, Nebraskxa 0€fice

K. L. Lipp, Hanager
Xpls. Claim Dept,

-The Atnia Casualty and S:rety Company

Pirst National Bank Bullding
3355 Farnam Street

* Omaha ‘31, Nebraska
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Western Minersl Produsts Company
Ciatmantt Pete Halagard

1 am not sanding face sheets st this time but ask that you check into the
possibility of the develorment of a claim. Xr. Pratt of

our assurad's main office hus called ms, rrepsating his efforts to encouregs
the use of portable x-ray units, when thsy appear in the area, by their
enployees. Xr. Halagard hus recently bean in apparent poor health. He
did hot have the snergy and staxina which be had formerly shown during his
maAny years of employment with our insured. BExast year of eployasnt is oot
disclosed at this point but he had onuy one lapse as an eaployee for the
yoars of 1952-1954 when he was employed elsewhere as a plumber,

Recently, & mobile x~ray unit was 1in the area of the assured's plant and

many of the mmployees t00x advantage of the opportunity for an x-rey fallowdng
which Mr, Halagard was sext a lettar dated Fsbruary 13, suggesting thai he

g9t a laryor chest xe-ray for study by a spocialist, The claimant advised
that hs had no dootor tut finslly the exanination wus performed by a doctor
located with the Physiclans Ciinic of Guaha. He went to the lospital for

& check up and as a resuit a goup cisii wWad opaned, records of whieh weuld
be maintained by the Great West., 7This man has bowa aavisod that he has an
acute pulmonary fibrosis. Tho Clinic sent & letter to the assurcd apparently
on the theory thut thore w s a sorious aciating hesard, and it is poesihle
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thet they have sent this lettwer with an idea hopins thit the asmured wwuld
correct the situation to prevant the inwivmait of other euployees., TNy
stated that this man would beocme & respiratory invalid and that in thedr-
opinion his condition 1s thoroughly one of oscupaticnal disvease. Thzy
state that there is no other aprercnt caune of his condition other than hie
exposure to an existing dust hasard over & period of years. Thay state thit
his oapaeity to contimue in his prosent tope of work is very linited and
soasthing should be dorne in refererce to getting him into a difforent type
of work., Thoy advise that his soncdition 4s typieal of inhalation of &ust
particlae and »s far as they can sce therc is no' helpful tresimcrt, Tuiwy
have volunturily aivised that their records wuid be aval.iavis for study,

Many yoirs age, the original plent set-up was very dusty. Howevor, ¥r,
Pratt and other in hic organisation have been very effective in realimming
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sal oot up 60 that st prezent ths et hazard piQices & Yeary
Our own cafety engineers check tho Aust sow@t parisdfoally ‘

»~ -+ Our ainds have bean refrecisd in conraction with the Nctluraids enzs arisnizg K
in Qaaha. Ir. lowy and Dr. Park of Mizncapolis wore intercosied exd ssill :

are interested in this situation. It L8 cur thought that you will poecibly Ll

-+ wont to eontach the assurwd in Onnha and gt as complate case Nivory a9 you
B ebx., Ve will also asoxme tiSt you WAl oall upon the Faysisians Qli~ig
e -.. Sor purpose of reviewing their recorcs afier whish you will be in s batter ~
position to suggest our future coursc in getting conalusive modical o
Nr. Prett has acviced me of s recent similar casce axisting at s BN
8, P. Neleon Caxpery in Minzearulis vhich has a xizilar opsratisa. Taxy ﬁ

ave % emnsentrated teward lovsoring thalr dust gount el wore 1 ’
advised of the inwlwzant of 4 conloyses wo had de varying dogress.: i .\g
.-0f fizoois., One of b0 cases bas been deelided by the Intmstrial "Ny b
"Leary vs B, 7. Nelson Cozpany \hich we uaderstand has bean carried ¥y . - %
Travaler's, I will follow through in an attespt to secure inforeatden ' i

on that particular cass. After your preliminary investigstion ve wuld B

* appreciats your comentS an Whother or mot you believe that it would be.
of any value in having the information reviewod by local doetorts who
were & familiar with the Xoturehie esase, Thank you for your sssistance.
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Western Xineral Produsts Company, Attemtion: Kr. Prgtt,
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