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W. W. 7. Shepherd, Xag.
Turper & Newall Ltd,
Spotland, Roochdale

Desr Mr, Shapherd:

Subjeot: Dr. Leroy U. Gardne
Experimpn

Thack you for your letter, TSN No. 2884, of May 15th en-
olosing copy of Dr. Francla® notes writtea alter perusal of the
outline of the proposed mopogreph dher. I am unndlu
s copy of Dr. Francis' notes to J

As yot I have not received D h
aa today writing to find out wbepn we Bay oxpoos to P
our huwa.
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Copy by boat
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X THE SBAMANAC LAPORATORY
YOR THE BTUDY OF TUBERCULOSIS
of the Edward L. Trudeau Foundation
Saranec Lake, 8. Y.

June 9, 194
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Mr. Yandiver Brown, Secretary
Johns-Manvills Corporation
22 Bast 40th Gtreet ﬁ

New York, New Yorx
Dear Mr. Brownt

I am pleased to sulsmit the follumipg-, commentis on
Dr. Francis' pertinent questioms ‘about our &éxperiments upon asbesto-
sis. Be is correct in assuming that these point¥ will be dissunised
in the forthcoming publication but for his benefit I will amplify
thsm at the pressent time. . : :

The differences that we have observed bLetween Bolivlan
and South African blue asbastos may not n{ply gemerally to comwerclal
products. We worked oaly with small samples furnished us by Profes-
sor Larsen of the Hervard Department of Mineralogy, which he had
selected because of their gnr.lty. In these g:rt.xcuur samples the
differences in fibre flsxibility were very obvicus; the Bolivian
material baing composed of a bundle of straight, stiff fibres over
3 inches long shile the Bouth African sampls was a block of miveral
from which the fibres could be scraped off ae a fluffy mess of fipe
fidbre. In our effort to deteramins the effect of very pure substances
wo muy have dafeated one Of our purposes. Nevertheless, I trust that
the further expsriments atill in progress with tbe latter type of
asbestos may estadblish the importance of fibre flexibility ia the
production of pulmonary fidbrosis. :

. .The question of tudberculosis in assoclation with asn-
Ddestos.1s one:that has been long discussed. All observers have been
Ampressed with the very pbvious differqmees 1n ths incidence of thls
infection ia American and English asbestos fabricators. - I bave cor-
responded with Dr. Marewsather about 'this aubjeot-for -A'ny Years and’
on the occasion of his recent visit to this eountry we discussed the
matter at greut length. Unlike siiicosis, which is universally as-
sociated with an excessive inciderme of tnhrculonis, asbestosis 1s
apparently so complicated only in certain.locations. " Ia the Taited
States surveys of asbestos workers have never revealed an usual fre-
quency of this infection. In Quebec the rates ars high but as far as
one can learn they do nut surpass the genarally higl rute for that
province. In Bngland, the inoidence of tuberculosis in asbestos fac-
torles 1s generally accepte: as excessive but the basis for belief 1is
largely post mortem material. I know of no report based upon roentgen-
ographic surveys of large groups of living employees. While autopsy




