iN REPLY REFER TO

DEPARTMENT OF Fe no. SHS-AB
HEALTH. EDUCATION. AND WELFARE

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
WASHINGTON 28, D.C.

BUREAU OF STATE SERVICES

October 9, 1957 A
ATR MATL ~ SPECTAL DELIVERY

Dr. R. A. Kechoe, Director
Kettering Laboratory
College of Medicine
University of Clncinnati
Eden Avenue

Cincinnati 19, Ohlo

Dear Dr. Kehoes

Enclosed are copies of the report of the Ad Hoe
Committee which met in Washington on October 7th to
evaluate the hazard of lead poisoning from painted toys, and
the Surgeon General's press relesase dated October 8th.

We wish to express our sincere appreciation for your
willingness to serve on the committee on such short notice and
for your invaluable assistance to us.

Sincerely yours,

Elton S. Osborne, Jr.

Medical Director

Acting Chief, Division of
Special Health Services
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EPORT of the AD HOC COMMITTER
Appointed by tho Division of Spocial ilealth Services
Lo TVALUATE THE HAZARD OF LEAD POISONIIIG FrROM PAINTID TOXS

'.’s_shin;?:ton, De Cos Cctober ?, 195?

“eeont nowspaper stories hoave suggested that death or ddioey
could be causwi by childraats cating paint from toys, copecially
izported toys, now on salo in retall stores.

w0 publishsd Jdata currently at our digposel sugpest cither
tha dirsct Lovolvement of »ainted toys dn lozd poisonding anong childran
or any siteration in this situation during the last decade. Thore iz,
thereiore, no sccusion for specicl alarm at this tine.

Logdesadnted toys, uanulaeturced both here and a‘m*aa'd, nave been
bought by the SAmerican wablic Ior genorabions. I8 fhore has been any
change in the composition of the paint used on thess toys in rceceat
rars it hos Lo in the direction of decreased norecatape of load
contant.

Hearly all cages of ..ead poisoning in childeen sra reportod

those in the azs=croup one to three who have saten considerable
~uantitics of lsad paint from walls, window=-gills, hone-painted fMarniture,
sr oothor surfsces ccecesible to the toddling eidld, usualily in
older houses painted with oldefashioned lcad pointe |

Paronts :‘zmlfq b alert to the threat of lsad woisoning in

zanll children, ond should iry to prevent the chowinz or licking of

o

nainted surfaces of o1l kinds.
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Jince,; with the bast of precautieons, it may not sluays
2 posgibls to koop nainted cbjeets out of childranis mwouths
it is obviously desirabls that the lead eontent of all interior
ouschold paind Lo roduced 10 2 mindsun.

Tenewed offorts in public health cducation, demipgned to
bring home to the public the hagards of lcad polsoning in ;:;anéral -
espacially thosz hasards crcated by the zceessiblliiy of wall
sarfaces and childrents furniture painted with old-faghionesd lead
paint - of{fords glonz thess linss by the publie heallly znd medical
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nrofessiona would b hishly Jdssirabls,
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF DOTEN-=EX 3-6320
HEALTE, EDUCATION, AYD VELFARZ Ext, 3678

Public Health Service

Washington 25, D, C,

FOR LMEDIATE RELEASE
Tuesday, October 8, 1957

re leroy E. Burney, Surgeon Genefal of the Public Health
Service, issued the following statement concerning the polential
hazard of lead poisoning from children's toys,.

"Recent public statements have suggestsd that paint used
on toys, especially imported toys, now on sale in retail stores
constitutes a serious health hazard to American children, /

"The Public Health Service, in response to numerous inquiries,
has studied this matter with the informal assistance of a group of
consultants who are experts in lead poisonirng. From our own studies
and the report of the consultants, we have found there are no
published data which suggest either the direct involvement of
painted toys in lead poisoning among children or any alteration
in this situation during the last decade, There is, therefore;
no occasion for special alarm at this time,

Conceraning the allegation that toys of foreign manufacture.
ware especially dangerous in this connection, Public Health Service
tests and tests by State and city laboratories have revealed no
significant diiferences among the toys tested between domestic and
foreign toys in the matter of lead content of paint,.

WPainted toys, manufactured both here and abroad, have been

bought hy the American public for generations.. JIf there has been
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any change in the composition of the paint used on these toys in
recent years it has been in the direction of decreased percentage
of lead content,

"early 21l cases of lead poisoning in children are
reported among thoce in the age-group one to three who have
eaten considerable quantities of lead paint Irom walls, window=
sills, home-painted furniture, or other surfaces accessible to
the toddling child, usually in older houses painted with olde
fashioned lead paint.

"Parents should be alert to the threat of lead poisoning
in smell children, and should try to prevent the chewing or
licking of painted surfaces of all kinds,

"Since, with the best of precautions, it may not always
be possitle to kecp painted objects out of children's mouths, it
is obviously desirable that the lead content of all interior
kousshold paint be reduced to a minirmum,

"Fenewed efforts in public health eduvcation, designed to
better acquaint parents with the hazards of lead poisoning in
generel - especially those hazards created by the accessibility
of wall surfaces and children's furniture painted with old-fashioned

cad paint - offorts alongz these lines by the public health and

medicel rrofessions would be highly desirable,”
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