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Report on Accident at

Tidewater Associated 011 Company,
Curtis Ray Terminal,
Baltimore, Marviand

Tank cleaning at this terminal and the other plants in
this divislon 1s done under the supervision of the construction
and engineering department of which Mr. R.E. Benner 1s chief
engineer of the eastern division with offices in New York City.
¥r. Benner's assistant is Mr. . who 1is a graduate
engineer and has been with the company approximately seven years,
rreviously having been with Davis Chemical Company and La France
Company, and is sald to have supervised the cleaning of many

tanks and always used all prescrib#ecautionary measures and

was a careful worker. Under Nr are fleld engineers,
one of whom is Mr. E.W. Dorsey. ese men go to the various
rolints and organize and supervise the tank cleaning operations
and crews. The superintendent or foreman of the terminal,

¥r. S.P. Wise, had no direct connection with the tank cleaning
operations.

Farly in July, ¥Mr. Dorsey was at this terminal doing
some construction work, changing pipe lines, and preparing tankage
for fuel oill storage. At this time a fuel oil tark was cleaned and
other work was done, and &pparently it was suddenlv decided to
clean the leaded gasoline tank (T-1) for fuel oil use. This tank
is an 80,000-barrel tank, solid roof and at the time of cleaning
had five or more inches of water bottom. It had been in leaded
gasoline service since 1933 (?) or since use of lead and there is
no record of spiking. Mr. Wise however has been here as superintend-
ent of terminal only about 2-1/2 years. According to ¥r. Dees,
¥r. Fogan of the Baltimore Division called on the terminal at
least once the past year relative to tank cleaning precautions
and was told notification would come from the New York office of
Tidewater Associated 01l Company. '

- Sometime prior to August 3 another tank cleaning job
was started at Rensselaer, New York. MNr. Dorsei went there to

supervise that job "about August 6", and Mr. remained at
Raltimore in charge of the cleaning of the leaded gasoline tank
(T-1). _The weather was very warm and early in the cleaning

¥r. wrote to Mr. Dorsey that he should be very careful
because of the temperature. It appears the reason these tanks
are cleaned during hot weather is to convert them into fuel oil
tanks since it is advantageous to buy fuel oil during the summer
because of price structure.

KE 0021160



&

57

The following 1s a brief day-by-day account of the
work done from Saturday, August 3, until Wednesda Auzust 1h.
Tuch of this information was obtained from Mr* by _
¥r, Dees before ¥r. became irrational. ome of it from
¥r. Wise, Kr. Benner, and men in the crew. Some of the crew made
conflicting statements as to time but the following appears to be
falrly accurate.

Saturdayi August 3

Mr. — Assistant Chief Engineer, Eastern
Division, "worked late at night" pumping out tank T-1. (Information

from ¥r. -. )

Sundavr, Ausust Iy

The tank was opened and entered. "Eeavy stuff" was
removad, Alrline masks used. No definite information on number
of men used. (Information from ¥r. _)

‘ondavw, auzust 5

Tank T-1 steamed for nine hours, using railroad locomotive.
(Information from NMessrs. _and ise.)

Tuesdav, Ausust 6

Mr. ‘ one time said that the tank was entered
on Tuesday. However, he later said he "éidn't believe it was
entered on Tuesday but that it was aired and allowed to cool."
Comments of Curtis Harman also indicated that the tank was not
entered Tuesday. (However, Curtis Harman told NMr. Benner and me
that he entered the tank on Tuesday without a mask to see 1f it
was gas-free, remaining possibly about fifteen (15) minutes. LJS.)

Wednesday, Auvgust 7

Tank éntered with airline masks and walls "hosed down."
Probably sludge removal started. MNMen were working about fifteen
minutes in the tank and resting or working forty-five minutes
outside of the tank. The schedule of time in the tank to time
outside the tank was "maybe less because it was so hot." This
was reported -to be the usual schedule, although when especially
hot "maybe men only worked ten minutes in the tank out of two
hours." (Curtis Harman told Mr. Benner and me that on this day
he spent aprroximately a total of one and one-half hours in the
tank shoveling sludge and not wearing a mask. He thought all
others wore masks. LJS.)

The impression seemed to be that six men were the total
used in the tank. (However, nine different individuals were in
the tank prior to Friday night.) Special clothes were procured
for the workmen. "Believe eight sets." Clean clothes were not
supplied each day. Doots were worn. Rubber gloves were not used
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"because they crack and get sludge din .and are worse than
nothing."” (Information from Mr. (Accoréing to information
supplleu by Curtis harman clothing was purchased at noon ‘ednesday
(about eight sets and no caps or gloves). From the statements of
others some worked in the tank wearing their own clothing, and
after taking a shower wore the new clothing home. One worker d&id
rot take a shower and contlnued wearing the same clothinzg after
firishing work on 3aturday. LJS.) ’ '

Thursdaw, Ausust 3

Tank re-entered with men engaged in removal of sludge.
Cne or more men entered tank without airline masks. “What time and
how ranv men indefinlite. One or more men entered before noon

without masks, but masks were in use during the afternoon. <Luestion

censrally confused. (Information from ir. Witter.)

Curtis Harman entered the tank Thurqdav morning without

T 111

s mazk. a4t ten otclock he ‘knocked off." He "hated to do Witter
that way but was zoing to ret out of there." “hen Curtis Harman
enters a tank without z mask, he "elways takes a good chew of
tovazeso, and when thes totacco starts tasting sweet and funnv'", he
decides 1%t 1s time to get out. (Information from Curtis Farman.)

Tark not tested for gas.

Tank cleaning egulrment packed ard shipred to ¥Yr., Dorsey
at Fensselaer, lew York, Thursday afternocon or evenin:z, leaving
Tnursday niznt "fast ef“ress." (Information from Yeassrs. Tiitter,
ise and Harman.) (There i1s some guestion as to when the nasks vwere
clezned and packed for shipment. Cne worker sald that he nelped
snortly after noon to clean hose and do some sackire, This may
account for the changing position of air yum“ from on too of dike
&t highest point to on a barrel just about ten feet from tn man-
hole and slightly farthner from the open sludge pit. LJS

Zridav, Aucust O

Tank entered without masks. Work of removal of materizl
continved., Part of the day at 1east was devoted to sweeplnz of
rusty material froﬁhe bottom. Water used on the inside of the

tana, with Yr. handling the hose. Mr. worked "all
day in the tank, that 1z in and out." Water played on the floor,
at least some on the roof, as "it felt hot when it dropped from
tre roof," and possibly played on the walls. There was a "lot of
water used." (Jurtis Harman mentioned how "hot and dusty tanks
ret” tut on direct cuestion said "Witter kept lots of water going;
It11 sure say that for him.%)

One man sald he didn't feel well and wanted to "knock off.

e either storred worklng or worked outside of the tank. Another
man, a pipe fitter or a pipe fitter's helper, revlazced him on the
inzids of the tank. This may be crnfused. with Thursday and refer
o Harman, or it may ©be another man.
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extremely rushed zetting informetion for acclident reporits. e
tank clzaning site, vits and shower room were briefly iravecten
with Vr. Jise, he SprlYin% some informaticon. ¥r. ilse wointed
cut trat the work had been done by an entirely separaite departmentd
from that in vhich he is emwployed and that ne was zone from the
tlant on Friday and knew little of the hacrenings. A vigit was
made to ir. Jitter between two ana tﬂﬁee ofclock Tuescav afternoon
it infermation, as outlined above, ontalned from ;

shos calle the Tivision Office duriny thse time of
callkzing "_Ln r. Gronirn,
Office, the wrlte Yenoe in acco

outlining the finaings of the afterroon. A call
nr. fachle at Tr, ¥ehos's suzgestion. '

Turing the late afternoon a
. Vise, vino was too rushed wj+H nlg
ive any information. Ye 4ld advis
sen found and were under
lj Included the following

lerbone cal 1 “as wace t
. o

- ~ Vs - o P T U I SUUNE o SO -2 . 4 o e pT ey - . o
T. Schradin arrived 1n Galiiwore late “uesday 2l -hih.
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