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ASBESTOS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
68 GLOUCESTER PLACE, LONDON WiH jHL, ENGLAND

E.E.C. ADVISORY COUNCIL OF THE A.I.A.
World Trade Centre-Box 37,
Bd. E. Jacqmain, 162, B — Brussels
Tel: 318. 63. 29 Telex: 21696 Finter B

Telephone: 01-486 3528/9 

Telegrams: lntag London 

Teiex: Inti G 298618

Decem ber  1 9 ,  1978.R e f .  : A . I A / E E C / B - 9 . I .
GRACE INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS,  I N C .Rue M a r t e r e y ,  5CH -  1005 -  LAUSANNE.
To t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  Mr.  A . E .  DAMBACH.
D e a r  Mr.  Dambach,  'I  h a v e  b e en  i n f o r m e d  by Mr. Schwermer (WVAZ, ^Germany) t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  w h ic h  a r o s e  a r o u n d  y o u r  l a b e l l i n g  i n i t i a t i v e  i s  now s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e t t l e d  a f t e r  c o n t a c t s  you had w i t h  him and w i t h  Mr. Mohr ( S w i t z e r l a n d ) .I n  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n _ t o  yo u  by M e s s r s .  Schwermer and M o h r ,  and i n  o r d e r  t o  e x p l a i n  why,  a t  a g i v e n  moment I  g o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  a few words from my s i d e  w o u l d ,  I  t h i n k ,  be h e l p f u l .-  Some t i m e  ago I  was a s k e d  by t h e  A s b e s t o s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  L o n d o n ,  t o  i n q u i r e  ( i n  my q u a l i t y  o f  S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  EEC A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  A . I . A . ) ,  a b o u t  a r e q u e s t  _ f o r  l a b e l l i n g  by a d i s t r i b u t o r  i n  E u r o p e  o f  a s b e s t o s  c o n t a i n i n g  goods  m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  t h e  U . S . A .  by U n io n  C a r b i c e  C o r n .-  The i n f o r m a t i o n  I  g o t  was t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t o r  had r e q u e s t e d  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  t o  l a b e l ,  from  J a n u a r y  1979 o n w a r d s ,  a s b e s t o s  goods s h i p p e d  t o  t h e  E E C ,  w i t h  t h e  EEC l a b e l  f o r  h a r m f u l  s u b s t a n c e s .-  As a s b e s t o s  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t  ( y e t )  i n c l u d e d  i n  The EEC l i s t _ o f  ( a b o u t  700) h a r m f u l  s u b s t a n c e s ,  A l A ’ s EEC A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  (AIA /EAC) was o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  was i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  t h e  more so  as t h e  AIA/EAC i s  i t  p r e s e n t  p r e p a r i n g  an ad h o c  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s b e s lOS l a b e l .-  I  t h e r e f o r e  t r i e d  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t o r ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  ( b a s e d  on a p p a r e n t l y  wrong i n f o r m a t i o n )  t h a t  i t  was a _ f i r m  b a s e d  i n  G e rm any,  I  a s k e d  o u r  German AIA/EAC_r e p r e s e n t a t i  Mr .  S c h w e r m e r ,  t o  a s s i s t  me t o  h e l p  and l o c a t e  t h i s  f i r m .-  M e a n w h i l e  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  had e v o l v e d  i n  s u cha way t h a t  i t  was f i n a l l y  a U . S .  f i r m  w a n t i n g  t o _use a U . S .  l a b e l  (OSHA) on i t s  a s b e s t o s  b a g s ,  s h i p p e d  t o  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  so t h a t  i t  became a m a t t e r  f u l l y  b e y on d  t h e  com petence o f  AIA  s EEC A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l ,  s i n c e  i t  i n v o l v e d  n e i t h e r  an EEC l a b e l ,  n o r  an EEC m a n u f a c t u r e r  o r  d i s t r i b u t o r .  ‘
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Page 2 o f  our  l e t t e r  d a t e d  1 9 . 1 2 . 7 8  t o  GRACE INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS, I n c .
- A s ,  no d o u b t ,  Mr. Schwermer and Mr. Mohr w i l l  h a v e  p o i n t e do u t  t o  y o u ,  most N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  f i b r e  p r o d u c e r s  a r e ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  s h i p p i n g  a s b e s t o s  ba g s  t o  EEC w h ich  c o n t a i n  a w a r n i n g ,  b u t  n o t  a l a b e l .-  The a s b e s t o s  l a b e l  A I A ' s  EAC i s  now p r e p a r i n g ,  i s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  b e i n g ^ u s e d ,  as a f i r s t  s t e p ,  i n s i d e  t h e  E E C ,  b u t  AIA i s  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  g a i n  w o r l d  wid e a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h i s  l a b e l ,  so as t o  make i t  a t r u l y  s t a n d a r d i s e d  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o n e .The d e c i s i o n  on when t o  s t a r t  t h e  use o f  t h i s  l a b e l  i s  l e f tt o  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n t r y .  j-  In  v iew  o f  t h i s  f u t u r e  use o f  a s t a n d a r d i s e d  a s b e s t o s  l a b e l  u n a n i m o u s l y  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s b e s t o s  i n d u s t r y ,A I A  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  use  o f  any o t h e r  k i n d  o f  l a b e l  on a s b e s t o s  b a g s  by i n d i v i d u a l  c o m p a n ie s  s h o u l d ,  i n  t h e  m e a n t im e ,  be a v o i d e d .  We f e e l  i n d e e d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l i s e d  use o f  a t r u l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a b e l  i s  t h e  o n l y  way t o  a v o i d  t h e  EEC a u t h o ­r i t i e s  from jim pos in g  upon t h e  a s b e s t o s  i n d u s t r y  t h e  use o f  the EEC " t o x i c  s u b s t a n c e "  l a b e l  ( i . e .  t h e  s k u l l  and c r o s s - b o n e s ) .

I  hope t h i s  summary c l e a r s  up A I A ' s  and E A C ' s v ie w s on b o t h  y o u r  l a b e l l i n g  i n i t i a t i v e  and on l a b e l l i n g  i n  g e n e r a l .I n ^ c a s e  you w ould  l i k e  t o  a s k  more i n f o r m a t i o n  on any s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  do s o .  ' Gur s e c r e t a r i a t  i s  a l s o  a t  y o u r  e n t i r e  d i s p o s a l  f o r  any EEC jm a t t e r  n o t  c o n c e r n i n g  l a b e l l i n g .
You rs  f a i t h f u l l y ,The S e c r e t a r y ,

c c .  S i r  N e v i l l e  STACK, D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  A . I . A . ,  L o ndon.
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