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Dr. R, A, Xehoe
Dear Dr. ¥ehoe:

Attached hereto 1s a letter, the signature of
which seems to be W. Harrison, from the Shell 0il Company,
San Francisco. Regarding the question involved, namely
absorption of lead from the atmosphere, this can probably
only be answered by yourself. Therefore, would you e good
enough to handle it or let us know 1f we can be of any as-

sistance.

Very truly yours,
W:GOL
Enclosure
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SHELL O||_ COMPANY |
IN ’ CABLE ADDRESS SHELL- SAN FRANCISCO
SHE LL B aw llkl éH 9, Tecepuone EXsrook 5400

SAaN FRANcmco w:f

AR LIATT February 28, 1940

ETHYL GASOLINE CORPORATION
470 Lexington Avenue
Graybar Building

New York, New York

Tear Sirs:

As you know, we recently begen using ethyl fluid in our second structure
gasoline and we quote below the contents of a letter just received from one of
our customers:

"For several years, I have been a regular user of Supershell gasoline, prl-

marily because in this vicinity it was the only readily aveileble regular
structure gasoline which did not contzin lead tetra ethyl as an antiknock.
I found the now obsolete type Supershell entirely satisfectory from almost
every other stendpoint, also, for my 1937 Ford and later for my 1940 Ford.
In checking my records I find that since June 1, 19%9 to Februery 11, 1940
I purchased 510 gallons of Supershell.

uT feel that leaded gasoline may have undesirable effects in an automobile
but this is & minor objection, for new engines, new mufflers, new tail
pipes can be bought cheaply. I condemn the use of lead most strenuously
becsuse of the health hazard. I object to the pollution of the atmosphere
in which we live and breathe by an ever increasing use of lead. Since lead
ney be absorbed by the body through the respiratory tract, and since it is
a cumulative poison, gasoline containing it should not be offered to the
public until it has been definitely proved that exposure to exhaust fumes
containing lead even in minute quantity is not distinctly hazardous.t

Inasmuch as we have just begun to ethylize our second structure gasoline,
we will probably receive similar letters from other customers who had been using
our unleaded Super Shell. You undoubtedly have had similar inquiries and we
assume have data available concerning the health hazard to individuals by the
exhaust fumes resulting from the use of tetrs ethyl lead in gasoline. It would,
therefore, be appreciated if you would pass to us data which would serve to en-
lighten those who are presently concerned about the absorbing of lead through the
respiratory tract inssmuch es lead is a cumulztive poison.

L reply by air mail would be sppreciated as we are anxious to answer the
letter in guestion without undue delay.

Very truly yours,

SHELL OIL COMPLANY
Incorporate
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