Pof/ D/f,occ/c/(. 7//7

By MARTHA SHIRK
Of the Post-Dispateh Staft

A wastewil firm based In Ellisviile has
b- sccused by the state of depositing
with an
hutdm chemical in an earthen plt
Iﬂniu a tributary of the Meramec
Count

Samn of the waste mped Imo the
straam and killed som
fish, state officials say. Tho
polychlorinated bighenyls, ar PCES. One
of the state's complaints is that it doesa’t

know whers the waste is now.-

Russell Bliss, owner of Bliss Saivage
OMl Co., was named s the defendant in a

the risk they pose.

Although some pallutants are more
toxic than PCBs, lew are more resistant
to breakdown by natural forces. Traces
of PCBs have been found in fish in many
of the country’s watersheds; they are
known to cause skin disease and liver
disturbances.

The state’s suit ille;n that agents or

empioyes of Bliss deposited liquid, semi-

liquid and soiid wastes in a pit on
property owned by Al Harris, just off
Caivey Creek Road nesr Cedar Hill,
about J0 miles southwest of St. Louis.
The dumping began on Feb. 9; the state
became aware of it on March 25 alter

it flled in Jetf County
 Clreuit Court by Dan R. Summers, an
angistant at general. Plaintitfs are
the state, the Department of Natural
Resources and

'

The sult seeks an injunction agsinst

of the wastes and penal-

tes of $10,000 lor esch day (he wasies

were kept at the pit or allowed to m
Lndm the stream.
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injury.”
PCBs have been uud since 1928 in

ul in "urbonlm" duplicating paper.
The only domestic producer of the
chemicals Is the Monsanto Co. of St.
Louis. But Monsanto has said it will siop
progducing PCBs by Oct. 31 because of

the Clean Water Commis- -

of foul odors.

Sevenl days later, Bliss srranged for
the removal of Lhe wastes. The state says
in its petition that it has been unable to
(ind those wastes. The state says Bliss
has given the Department of Naturai
Resources conflicting reports about their
whereabouts.

**The inability to locate the wastes nl'

the moment presents a serious heaith
hazard and a public nuisance,” a state
otficisl said.

Pn!lmn\ary tests on residue In the pit
indicated the presence of several toxic
chemicals besides PCBs. Tests on the
water in the creek, a nameless offshoot
of Calvey Creek, have not besn complet-
ed. Caivey Creek Nows into the Meramec
River about i0 miles from the disposal
site.

Several weeks ago, the Cedar Hill Fire

Department extinguished a fire at the

site. Jelferson County Fire Marshall -

Calvin Woodani said the ﬂr: had deen
set by the awner of the property, Harris.

‘'He was running a salvage operation
by fire,” Woodard said. 1t was the lirst
and only time that he will do thas.”
Harris is not cited in the state’s suit,

Bliss refused to comment on the state's
allegations. The company's office is on
Strecker Road in Ellisville. .

Bliss picks up waste oil from about
1800 custamers in the Si. Louis ares,
most of them service statioas and
trucking companies.

Bliss was involved in a well-publicized
mishap in 1971 involving the dispusai of
some hazardous wastes containing a
toxic chemical known as dioxin. Vaste
vil containing dioxin was sprayed at
three riding stables in cantral and
western Missouri by a driver for lllu,
the aim was to control dust.

Within weeks, howaver, the chtmkﬁ
had Xilled 67 horses, thousands of birds
and s dozen cats nd had sickened 10

persons,
In 1974, the cause of the trouble was

. discovered by scientists st the federal

Center lor Disease Control in Atlanta. In
addition, heavy residues of PCBa were
found in so1l sampies from the arena at
the time, Bliss was hauling annusily
about 10,000 galions of PCA-contaminat.
ed wastes from a transformer company,
he (old scientisty in Atlama.

A hearing on the state’s petition lor a
temporary injunction has been set for §
a.m. Tuesday in the courtroom of Circust

Judge Charles Sheehan.
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