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Meeting on PFAS
Umweltministeriums Baden-Wirttemhbarg

Brussels, 27 June 2023

Parlicipanls Bacen-Wilrttemhberg

_Miu. of Biwitcivment] a,,m‘-tate Institute for the Enviranmeant) gave a

presentation. Around 20 ather garticipants.

DG GROW

Naotes:

Introduction by Min of Environment an PFAS and the propased restrictian by DE, NL, DK, SE, NO. PFAS
examples of uses that require discuss'on are lithagraphy aptics, seals, medical devices, protan exchange
membranes etc.

State Institute for Environment cantinues on enfarcement. There are three main issues :

- Analytical methods:
o targeted analysis are anly available for ahaut 40 PFAS (out of 10.000 PFAS), there is a
CEN standard EN 17681 for PFAS in textiles and textile articles, but nat many athers
reference standards; the standards describe limitatians related to palymers (side chain
fluorinated palymers)
- tatal fluorine: the total fluarine contact can be measured, hut there is na passihility tc
check ifthe #aim an non PFAS fluarinated of a campany is carrect.
Substance definition: nat totzlly clear which substances are included. It would be helpful if there
is a list ar an averview of barderline casus or a list of substances determined to be non-PFAS. DG
GRQOW referred ta the CECD definition which indicate the graups of substances, hawever na
caomglete list. Far PFHxA, there is a non-exhaustive list an ECHA’s wehsite. ECHA might alsa be
ahle tn previde a list of used/registered PFAS substances
Borderline ta other restriction entries and otker regulatians

Para 9. Other PFAS restrict'ons and alsa F-gas regulation

So far, Cammissian alwzys remaved PFAS entries from Annex XVI| of REACH, ance included in
the POP regulatian (hased on agreement ir, tke Stackholm canventian). It might be an option to
exclude PFOS/PFOA fram the UPFAS restriction since they are already regulated thraugh POP
regulation. Ta he seen in due time. Same far F-gasses, to he seen.



Brief reaction from GROW on the issues regarding PFAS raised. Also indicating the dossier is currently
under assessment by RAC and SEAC. Commission is at this moment an observer.

Some more reflection on the general restriction process and the role of the Commission. Cn the one
hand there a need for firm action on PFAS pollution, on the other hand PFAS are also needed for
important technologies.

In REACH revision, enforceability is also important topic and strengthening the role of Forum is being
discussed. Important to note that it would be strange if we should not be able to ban substances if they
cause a risk, if there is no analytical methods. We had similar discussion on CMRs.

Some further discussion on political pressure to act and stimulating substitution.



