Monsanto

MONSANTO PLASTICS A AESING CQ.
730 Worcastar Straet
Indian QOrehard, Massschusstts QISI
Phone: (413) 788-=8811

January 2S5, 1979

Mr. Wesley Staun

- Regional Program Consultant, NIOSE
J. F. Xennedy Faderal Building
Goverament Cantar

Bosgton, Mass. 02203

Dear ¥r. Staud:

Recently the Monsanto Springfisld Madical Department started a special
health study program for employees in the plant wio might have had an

exposure Lo an asbestos additive raw matarial used in the manufacture

of a phenolic molding compoumid from 1941 to 1953.

All active employees in the plant who worked in that departzent during
the usage perisd were identifiad and notifiesd of their izclusion in the
program. Existing X-ray £ilms on those identifiad employees wers
collecrad and forwarded to Dr. George W. Wright, a recognized exper:

in the £ield of asbestos ralated illmess. Ee has reviewed the X-rays
of those persons in the plant who worked iz that area during the usage
period and has reported his initial £indings. Of the 218 employees in
the plant whose X-rays were studied, 23 showad some signs which xmay be
indicaniva of effects associated with asbestcs exposure, and 131 were
found to be free of such asbestos effects. Filas of 64 employees werz
judged by the csusultant to be technically L»adequate for this evaluazion
and new X-rays will be required.

Although it has not been confirmed that any of these cases were work
comnectad, the following measurss are being taken for employee protaciion:

1. 7The 23 imvolved employees are baing irmediately contacted and
inforzmed of tihe X-ray rasults and furtler action which will be
taken for their protectiom.

2. We are im the procass of gontacting all otler conceraned employees
in tle study to inform tlem that eitler they are free of any such
sizns or that they will require repeat Z-rays.

3. The initial health study is being troadered to include former
employees. The study is being exzsnded furtcher iz conjumetion
with the recommendatioms of Dr. Wright and MYonsanto's Departiment
of Medicize and Envirommental Health.
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Mousanto Springfield has given the OSEA Springfield Area Director and
the Director of the Division of Qeccupaticnmal Hygiene in Boston and
Union officials this information. The health progrzm will continue
and furtier information will be communicatad as it becomes available.

Very truly yours,

W. E. Nessell, M.D.
Springfield Plant Physician
hbl
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