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Calif rnia ”heﬂical Corparntiﬁn
Rewark, Califormia

Attention! ¥y, Paul i&. Gross

I wish %o thank you for your letter of Hay

 3rd deseribing your procedure in the handling of drums
¢!

lpped to you bv tre Ztryl Gazolline Corporation con-
taining Zthylene di-bromide, .

Your description of the conditiﬂn of the man
who was made 111, does ﬂof su“gest that he waz exposed
to the vapors of Lihyl fluid. The symptoms which arise
from the inhelation of consiﬁerable’quantities of Teotra-
Zthyl lnad are so striking and so persistent that there
i3 usual y very 1ittle difficulty in recognizing them,
Cn the other hand, the presence of Lthylena di-bromide
contributes en additional factor which may sometimes

- cloud the picture, zince certain of the zymptoms of th

di.bronide inhwlation in high concentration resemble
ths symptoms of the absorption of Peira-ethyl lesd
VREPOT.e .

For your own . information, I shcould mention
the fact that the dlagnosis in these Instances must
ba mada on the baals of symptoms and can not possibly
be made by looking for the customary signs of lead
gzosorption. To this extent the sxamination of gums
iz antirely without avail. Tollowing a short exposure
to.a high concentration, thors are likely to be no:
evidances whatever of lsad absorpticn of the usual type.
Under these conditions a lead line is never seen, changes

' in the Yood cells are not found while the excreta may or
may not contain significant incrsase in lead. I mention

tH a merely to show that lead may not be excluded on the

- baria of the examinations which you deqcribsd as having
' beon made by Dr. Davis,

What cdoes occur in oevery instance is that the

‘patisnt develops a very distressing inabillty © slieep,

he is in s atata of greatly increased nervous excitement,

‘he has no apretite and 1f he does eat, ls very likely to
become nauseated and reject his food, With this there 1ig
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a sharp drop in bloo” pressure, a slowing cof the pulse and
ub-normal tomperature. If the individusl is vortunate
ugh to obtain some sleep, he usually wakens vory greatly
ued as a consequence of frightiul dreasma. The individual,
,mﬂrmura, is very pale, feels very wesk and in general shows
‘avideﬂces of a very acute depressive intoxications I
what your letter hes said, that very few of these
g‘msen“bd bnnmselveam It seens quitq carta n ‘herezore
enplo; ;not ex 0‘ d to Tﬁ o ‘

In the cese of inhalation of exceasive amounts of di-
bromide, one would expect certain of the same symptoms with
wegﬁnass, naussa, ;oss'o? apna*ite and muscular t@aaﬁrs being
esuaczal}y rominent. “Thers is s tendsncy for the éevel@pment
ofl an edhma of' the lungs follewlng severe exposure. This dew-
valops within “orty~sight hours and‘in as muach ag it dié not
ocgcur in the case you deceribe, or apj aren?ly did not iLecur,
it would seem to me one neeﬁ not snticlpate sny grave denger.

I would apireciate it very much if you would inform me
further as tc the ocutcome In this cage. If thsre is any further
development or if any unusual symntoms prasent themselves, I
sipuld wish o fmow AboLUL LLHEM At OnCO.
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Jery truly souls,
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