December 22, 1342

Mr. Victor Byers

Safety Depart aent , ,

U. S. Havy Reserve Aviation Base,
lew Orleans, Lecuisilana.

Dear M. Byer:

Your letter of December 4 addressed to. the ?thyl Corporation,.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, concerning the harmful effects of lead
in gasoline, has been referred to me for reply.

Jver a pe?iod of nine years since leaded: gasoline first came
on the market; my associates and I have investigated various
phases of the hygienle questions ralsed by 1ts use. Other
1nvestfgations outside of this Labvoratory have been carried ,
out by the United States Public Health Scrvice, by the British
ulnlstry of Health, and on a lesser scale, by the health
agencies of certain other countries. The results of all of
these’ investigationo have been exactly the same, In thdat no
ong has b ~able to find any evidence that the. handling of
leaded gasoline in the manner required for its use as a fuel
in *nuernal combustion engines, has had any harmful “tf@ct upon
the p@xuons so involved. Our initilal studles reported in the
Journal of Industrial ?ygiene*were concerned with the study of
a vather 1arga number of £illing station atiendants snd garage
mechaniea vhose exposure had continucd over a period of years.
These anestigatiens repeated at intervals over & period of
yeaps , Lailed to reveal any cases of lead nofoon¢ng, and more=
over, demonstrate clearly that the lead absorption associlated
with these occunations, was negliglble. Our further studies
carried cut by scnewhat more rigld and precise methods showed
that it 1is not to be expected that any o; these persons will
develop lead noisoning ince the lead exposure. assoclated with
thelr work. is oft negljgible proportions. I am sending you a
reprint of thi 5 1ater article, since it wlll serve to show the
methods of study and tne basis for present conclusions.

A gearch of medical literature will serve to show you that there
‘has never been a case of lead poisoning reported in connection
with the handling of gasoline. In 1924, ]I reported a series of
cases associated with manufacturing operations, and somevhat
later my associate, Dr. Mschle, revieWedithe whole subject and
reported the cases which we had seen up to the time of this re-
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port. A number of these had been poisoned as the result of

cleening gasoline cterage tanks that had contained leaded .

g&@ulimmm By redson ol a‘number ef factors, the exposure
1t tanks is to ; -

I truﬂt that tnf anwvers your question, hutwif you have other
4

for T uhall be glad 'im snd :mu any. mfomax rn that is
available.

Very truly yours,

Tobert A. Lehoe, M. D.
RAK of '

Enc.
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