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Mr. Albert E. Pay
vice Prssident Marketing
yaticosl Gypsum Company
puffalo, New York 14202
v alth zards

*r/.
Dear Als

This is with refersnce to cur tslephcme ccaversation the other
day, and in ackaowledgemant of your draft letter to Chief Ex-
ecutive Officera of all Asbestos Cement producers, dated
April 25, l9s8.

-

-

T™e Q.A.X.A. has dcne 8 considerable anount of work and hzs spent

a great dsal of acney on the subject of asbestos fider and health.
The first Induetrial Bealth Clinic was establisbed in Asbestcs,
Quebec by Dr. Lanrs i{n the lats twenties and cperated ccatinu-
cusly since that tima, keeping and following up health reccrds

for all the fzmilies (n the arsa. The interest was chiefly in .
the puloenary £ield and the (ndustry kept abrest of the work

being done at the tine a3t bospitzls in the laurentians, at the
Saracac Labaratory and Trudecau Poundaticn in the Adizecndacks.

In the lsts 1940's, & sixilar Incdustrial Clinic was established

for the six uines locatsd 3t Thetfcrd Minea, Quebec. The irnduatry
through these clinics has been in close touch with all the authorie
ties working in the £ield of respizatory physiclogy, not cnly in
this comtinsnt but throughout the world. As a rasnlt of this work,
protsctive and preventative engineering has taksn placs in the minzsg
and =4lls, and the inportance of keeping the working atmcsphere frce
of asdbestos Sust hss bean stressed., Dust counts are comducted
pericdically st all mines and nills by the Q.A.X.A. As you may

be aware, zs recuntly as 1955 Dr. Daniel Braun, formerly of the
Indunstrial Bygiene Foundatica (Mellon Instituts) Pittsburgh coo-
ducted asd published an epidemiological survey in the Thetfcrd
Nines area on the incidencs ¢of cancsr with the Quebec asbestos
workars. This survey concludes that the cancer incidencs is not
any higher with euch workers than with other population groups of
is present. I am citing this
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one isolated study, not to indicate that the industry has no
prchlems becausa I think {t has, but rather to indicate the danger
of drawing csoclueicns on any ona particular study. I would =say
the sama holds true €2 Dr, Irving J. Selikoff's study, published
Eovezber 1964 at the New York Acadexmy of Medicina, neeting in

sew York. W%hile Dr. Exaun's stndy covered workexs in & controlled
envicrosent xware of a health problem, Dr. Selikoff'a study covered
insulatiocn workars, working for the ©ost part under ancontrolled
conditions with little protactive engineering of the anviornmental
working conditions.

The Q.A.M.A. is s0 much awarg of the prodlem of health in the use

of asbestos, that it has sponscred the Institute of Occupational

and Eoviromaental Health with cffices in Montreal. <o date, this
Pody receives i{ta financial suppcrt froa the Q.A.M.A., and as you
3y know, the budget this yesar is around §$300,000. . The Institute
ccaxists of an Rracutive Cocmittee and a Scientific Comittee of
doctcrs. The f£irst oaeting of the Scientific Ccomitiee wasz held

in July of 1966. The Scientific Comittee is cooposed of Dr. George
Wright, Dirsctor of the Committee and Eead of Raseazch at St. Luke's
Ecspital, Clevedand, Ohic; Dr. Paul Xotin, Directoxr ©f U.S. Canter
of BEavirumsental Sclences and of Center of Etiology of Cancer

Dr. Kazvin Caahner, Professor of New York University and Bellevue
Eospitals Dr. Feraand Gregoire, Physiologist and Eead of Lavoisiaer
Clinies, Memtreal; Dr. John Beattie, Professor at Queen's Collega,
Cazhridce, Eaglandy Dr. Daniel Braun, formar Director of the
Industrial Bygiene Foundation and, Dr. P. Pelnar, Secretary of

the Coo=ittoe xnd focrmerly engaged in medical reseaxch at St. Luks's
Bospital, Cleveland, Ohic.

*he Institute of Occupaticnal and REavircooental Bealth has attendaed
conferecces on the subject in the U.S.S.R., in Copemhagen, Tokyvo
and Dresden. It has sant ita representatives throoaghout thae world
to intarview doctors ccaducting research in the field. It bas
ascenbled all available literature cn the subject for evaluaticn
and study. It has conducted two conferences in Antigqua; the ficst
{in 1965 and tha second in 19567, with some 40 sclentists and ressarch .
experts azse=bled from all over the world. The second Antigua
conference covered the following agenda:

1) Inter-acticn betwesn ‘asbestos and biclogical systems.

2) Characteczistics and control of enviornmental eXposuIs .
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3) Diseases related to asbestos in man, epidemioclogical studies.

che Instirute is nlgo sponsaring the following projects at.the
present timeat

1) Epidc:ialogicai'atudy of asbestos workers in Caznada.
2) Dr. Vigliani's study of mill and inaulation workers in Italye.
3) Dr. Pelnar‘'s study on the biological aspects of asbestos.

4) Drs. Mcbhonald and Girxbs, chemical and mineralogical ‘studies
cf Chrysotile fider. '

5} Dr. J. C. McDeonald's study of biclogical effects of asbestos.
6) Studies of Dr. ¥Norc and Dr. Dumont.

As a result of research work which has been done, as well as work
that is now being carried on in Canada, in the U. S. and through—-
cut the world, we zre beginning to believe:

1} That there is = definite linkage between asbesteos and lung hezlth,
which becomas manifest after long exposure (20 years).

2) That with insulation workers the effect 0f asbestos cust on
diseases of the lungs i{s worse when the worker is a smoker.

3) That the effect {5 more severe in scme industries than in others,
particularly insulation workers and textile workers.

4) That the effect is greater with some types of asbestos fibex
than with cthers, e.g., Crocidolite and Amphibols appear to
be worse tkan Chrysctile.

$) That workesrs can be protected againat exposure with beneficial
results.

What we do not know is:
1) Bow effective protaction {s and where and whea it is needed.

2) What is the allowable maximum consentration that can be tolerated.
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3) wbat is there abaut asbestos that injures the cells and how
are thay injured.

§) Bov to best mgiﬁ-«:t to prevent injury.
) Eow tO evaluate apd measure cauza and eff.ct.

We, in the QA.X.A., feel that we shold contimue orr work with

all diligence to learn =ore about the prohlem, to &nd the answera
to questicns which are unxnown to us at the present time. To do
¢his effectivaly will require extensive studies at considerahle
cost. TO spread this cost over the largest possible base, we would
iike to see the efZczrta of tha aszbestos producaers supplesented by
help frca the asbastos users acd governmental agenclies, Lf posaible.

ror an agenda for your propesed meeting of asbestcs cement producars
to be spooscred by the Nizeral Pider Products Buresm, I woild suggast
a sizple agenda with zn introductien by you as Prexident of the
Suzrexu, to be followed by a statesent 0f the prodlem, including

past history, present work, what bas been done by others in thix
country and in Cansda, and throughout the world in studying the
proble=, what is being dcne by the Q.A.M.A. 2nd other agencies

and what should be done in the future. I would suggest two

speakarst

1) Xarl Lindell, Chair=an of the Executive Committee of the Institute
of Cccupaticnal & Invisoxsental Eealth apd Chairznazn of the Board
¢f Czradian Johns=-Kanville, .

i) Dx. Gecrge Wright, Dizsctor aof the Scientific Coomittee 0Of the
Instituts ©f Ocsupaticoal & Envierszental Bealth and Head of
Ressarch at St. Luke's Boepital, Cleveland, Ohio.

Thena men sbould divide the subjects between them, ard prepare the
detailed agenda. I1f you have time to go further imto steps being
taken to coptrol the hazzard in asbestos cement piants, it =might
be desirable to expand the agenda and include soc>ecne familiar
with the pipe plant and asbestos cement plant at Manville, X. J.

Since your peeting is being beld in the Johns-Maaville offices,
and aince they are doing more and spending more ti=n anycone else
in the (xiustry ca the prablem, Mr. Burnett cay have scme helpful
suggesticns as to an agenda and 38 to clearing his men to cover
shecific subjects.
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g will be ocut of the country from May 15 to June 15. Please
jet me know if I can be of any further help to you before I
go., ©F after I return. :

Sinceruly,
YLIRT%OTE MINES LIMITED

; Je Ao Main
JAM:hl

cct Mr. M. €. Carpenter - Rutherford
Mr. J. D. Moran - EKew Yog;




