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Your Money's Worth

By Svlvia Porter

TOXIC SUBSTANCES
CONTROL I8 LAW AT LAST
The Roman Empire-declined
and finally (elt, according to
authoritative speculation, not
because of the barbarian hor-

‘Theie birthrate was one-fourth
that needed to replace them-
selyes,

What about us? Could the
decline and fall of our
civilization be brought -bout

des,
or moral decadence, bul
mainly as s resuit of lead
isoning.
Eating and drinking (rom
vestels containing lead u'm

by our
ceptance of ‘the marvels ul
modern chesnistry?
Each day’s news seems to
nother account of the
health efects of some

its use must be severely
restricted in the mesntime.
PCBs are used in Insulstors
and fire retardants in elec
trical transformers, are
released into and carried by
air and water, are long-lived
and toxic. Even low exposure
can cauwse metabolic distur-

dabbing with
laden cosmetics,
cisas Romans

poisoned themselves, uzpt
their vitality and the vital !y':s
the society they headed. (The
poor people used cheap car-
thenware utensils snd did not
100} with cosmetics. )

A study of ancient tombstone
inscriptions indicates a life ex-
pectancy of 22 to 23 years
among upper-class Romans.

the upper-
unwimuly

Kepone, arsenic, PCBs, vinyl
chloride,
lead, ete., etc.

While new chemical com-
pounds deveioped and relessed
into our environment i recent
years have benefited us
greatly, only a small propor.
tion of these substances were
adequately tested for po(en-
Yally harmiut effects.
primary testing has bem on
us—the Amﬂclnplblk IAn.
aftar 8 chemd

infant mortality or genetic the

mage.
Buton . 38—alter aimont
six years of batliing and only
days before it ad-
journed—Congress finaily
reached agreement on the

of the Toxic Subd-
stances Contfol Act—a
measure that will give us a
chance {o control the use of un-
tested

chernicsls. President
Ford has just signed the biils.
Under the legisistion:

(1) Manufacturers and
processors must test
chemicals, both those in use

those coming onto the
market.

(2) Manulacturers must give

production  Agency

before they begin commervial
prulltuon of new substances,
processing of existing
luhhncu for certain uses.

, asbestos, mercury
!

of in
dlclhth!ycul:ee»thl

an\uvlllhwh
just & piece of paper. lts

Tratn.

Teain says he is appointing
and advisory commitiee (o in-
clude representatives of in
dustry, heaith experts, en-
vironmentalists, other ww:
interest groups ~ and thal
will conswt closely -m- !Mn
groupin developing policy, will
insist on an effective ad-
ministration with a minimum
of red tape

But he has less than sul-
ficient funds and o
handle this large, complex job.
Essentinl  will be the
cooperation of the chemical

provision is
Ule “heart”” of the act, says
Sen. Warren Magnuson (D.-
Wash.) It “will no longer allow
the pub\le of the environment
to be used as & lesting grownd
for uu safety of these produc-

(3) production of PCB must
be ended within two years and

plying
with the testing, netification
and reporti of the
law. Will they help insure their
are safe for us and
future generations? Or will
they throw up roadblocks in
hrﬂlallheﬂ-uﬂ!\uuﬂll’
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