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Safety Council

- Council Purposes and Policies

The fundamental purpose of the Na-
tional Safety Council is to coaserve
tuman life. Tt ue!u this goal through a

i of i preven-

The pioncers  of  American  safety
worked on the sound premise that acci-
dents wwere unoecessary and that throuvgh

s of proper remedial measures

tion that is nationwide in scope. applics
10 all types of hazardons activity, and di-
rrcll\- or mdm.-ctly ru:hn lhe enme

they could be avoided. They sct about 10
nationatize this theory., and to develop
\ht detailed methods and  materials

y. ltisa
non-sectarian, and free (rom polmnl af-
fiiations. Since its oruamnumn in |9u
it has won respect as an

h which accidents could he pre-
vented. The members of the organiza-
‘”ll now arc m than ever convionced
that id y and that

institotion.

Inseparable from accident prevention is
the Council’s work in improving health
econditions and preventing- vocational dis.
cases in American industry.

Today there are 4.000 members, repre-
senting every atate in the Union and
many of the Canadlan provinces. There
arc 400 forcign s. The
ship includ industrial
firms, individuals, publn: ol'ﬁcnl;. schools,
chambers of commerce, clubs and civie
organizations. " About 70 per cent are in-
dustris] concerns, including the large steel
companies, the oil companies, most of
the railroads in the United Stales, the
automotive industry, and others of out-
sanding importance in our naional indus-
trial field.

Origin and Growih

The history of the Council, an absorb-
ing story. iz too long to be detailed here.
In Urief. the First Co-Operative Saiciy
Congress was held under auspices of the
Association of lron and Steel Electrical
Engincers in Milwaokee, in 1912, and, as
a result, the National Safety Council was
organized in New York the foliowing
year with fourtccn members, During the
gtn year the membership increased 10
71,

they can be md are btmg ;\temltd.
Sln’lzmg of
in many fields prove this conlenhon.

Resuits of Organized Safery

Since the Natlonal Safety Council was
organized in 1913, the nationa) accident
death rate in all fields cxccpling motor
vehicle has been reduced 39 per cent. The
motor vehicle accident problem continues
to e a serious onc. While there was a
slight decline in fatalities in 1932—the
first drop that ever occurred—increnses
have occurred in succeeding years, with
an all-time high in 1935,  Better-than-
average results in motor vehicle safety
have been achieved among school chil-
dren, in commercial vehicle fAcets, in
states with properly adminisiered drivers
licensze laws and in cities vnth an effective

safety organi These
hright spots indicate llun the nations!
problem can be solved by a careful stody
and application of the methods twhich
have already prodoced resalis,

The National. Safety Council was
started as an industrial safety organiza-
tion and the best resulis are to bLe ex-
pected in this field. Here spectacular
achicvements have been made. The
steam railroads, for instance. ha\e re-
duced the wdent rate
78 per ecat since 1923. A group of our




